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A Preface to the Reader. 


1 He Author of tle-following Epiftlesand Toftimo- 
| - nits was one — — weak __— 
. the World: that was called and choſen to/labour and tra- 
all in theWotk of: the;/Miniftry. of that Goſpel which is 
net in Word; buten Power, | - / [ENEREYT 
; He was bart ata placecalied, Pew-Hddl, inthe Pariſh of 
w , if the County of Corn, and baptized accor- 
et menner pard eulioin of the Ch .of Englana, 
the four and twenticth day; of /the Moneth/ catiod Joſs 
x6 44+; andhia Eduedtion was dccording roghis Quality 1a 
SEgycRiIGue: _—_ prom, inahddrkorentinend 
unkil)is pleaſedabe Lord to call him by his Grace to reveal 
is Son m him, wihichivas aboutthe year 1666: at-which 
time;the-Lord ſent: mmto:thoſe paves, to make 
Snown the! May of:Salvation;' and'to:rurn People from 


Batra und checkogles of Late, and-frotn che (Power of 
Satag unto God, : Teftimony he received and cloſed - 
with, ad -like | Ephraim did lament his miſſpeht time 
ader -11+ Form. ot - Godlinel(s, -withour the !Power of ir, 
yiews,: What heve d 19.40 axy more with Table? and/didthen 
everioyahimfelf to the Lord; and his People, as in a 
F Cevenant that-can never be broken; he was 
broaght into deep Humilicy, and fate down in'filence in 
the Aſſemblies of God's People for ſerveral Years, in 
.Tendernej (Fear :and 'Trembling, ' waiting. -upot:the 
Lardi for that Wiſdom which is tron above, being fully 
HB waded - that\when-che World by Wiſdom knew not 
(od, then it pleaſed the Lord:by the fooliſhneſs of Preach- 


ing, 
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Thomas Salthouſe'; Teftimouy 


ing to fave them that did believe: And his Faith freod 
in Gods lower, and not,in the Words which mans Wi 
dom teachethz and ſomerimes whert his Heart was affe£t- 
ed and filled with the Power of the Lord, he would in 
much tenderneſs drop a ſentence or two in a Meeti 
which was received and accepted (as five w6rdsto Bd. 
cation) and approved of more than ten Thouſand ia an 
unknown LFongue ; and though his-preſence was' Cori- 
temp:ible among the) Rulers, Rabbjer; Orators _—_ 
puters of the Mold, his Tettimony was made powe 


to-tucureiGenerations; andcthey are here-with preſe , | I 
Agr in.this ſmall:Voluma;ſ:1now? hos 1wo! £. 


berevelled frequently ry.to'Cobnt 
x5 40 City, and viſirect moſt of rhe Meetmpgy of | 
41 feveral Gountiesin England anUMWales, | 9d 
— xt _ _ e_——_ xhlymnthe TY Key 
Bowenih whictriie appearell ani'prdaciiee irjions th 

x0 chdir Refreſhment and: Confirmarion. Int! Tath.. 
antarlus|Return aw! 7 DOR = ay pron 
\Qccupation” (py: whit was a Taylor): fob the better 
nocotmbdarida of his Faralſy;. He was muehipreffetl in 
ſpirit:to Travel, and freely offer up his w 'toiſÞ8jid 
and be ſpens in the labour of the Goſpel; andis45" care. 
ful of his time.as-if he had ſeen the ſhadows of the Fven- 
ing ſtretched out, He was ſharpand ſevere inthis Tefti- 
MonyagainR, Apoſtares and Back-ſhders;-and geeſtÞ 

e the Spititand Pawer of Gadlineſs, and Lifedt Rilip 
-He hath left ſeveral Minuſeripesbehind/tvim; whith'arthe 
.cacteſt Requeſt and Importunity of ſeveral his Friknds, 
are now made publick, and though he be dead, they ſpeak 


the 


_ rancerwing A icharc } F; pl 


the ſame things that were often uttered and expreſſed by 
him in the Aiſemblies of Gods People, and now are put 
forth to open view, that Precept may be upon Freeept, 
and Line upon Lane.' 

In the firſt Moneth,. cali'd Meh, 1680. in his Travels 
from Meeting to Meeting (having been weak for ſume 
Moneths before) he was taken very ſick at Poal in {ofter- 
ſpire, from whenee he wrote an Epiſtle, which hereafter 
ang ww font Sickneſs a I ks pe. ſeven 
weeks; 2 yipg..recovered a en was 
defirgusto baye. ſeen his Native.Country-. mall Children 
and near. Relationsiut Cormnd?, and in,order thereu ato he 
travelled through, mugk, weakneſs W ce By where he 
was, gladly received. and. cqurteouſly ente mak 
Bir gags ares Lett arfes for: NL We 
2220uk 
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FRY his Te 19 ho fe eb athers the 1 my 


day of the z3d4 Moneth, 1480. and.is entred into Reſt from 
is aboureand bis Works follow,and his Reward is with 


ap Aberinans a among ! them that arc ſanRified 
bk 


Bedy was accom ih many Moth Frieads,zboyt 
twenty four Milcs thro: gi the Country to Kings-brid 'e, wherehe 
wasbutied the 13th day of the ſaid '3d Moneth, call'd XCay, his 
wonrnfurWiddow and many Friends-from fiveral parrsvf 4 0/2 


Fort, were athis Biria}, where a living Teftimpmy wa 
words of Eternal Life preached, to-the domſors ond 
of the great Concobrſe of Pcopk-that - Sxcmgrry in higy 
Grave.. | And this is given forth by an, Eye Wi 

and Travels in his Life time, and of his Noh. (7) Wmorue 
ard'of nis ee al, and is'with the following living Teſti 
monies (Or recommended to thy thucirable Comp 


Kruction, by by Aon oo wh; ng 9 of rhe Io Daren 
Cbiirh ff the. Firft-Baxng(! 1: 


"re rd £2 "hams Salthoule. ; 


Moneth, 1692 


Tons 


Toa YT ffdnyny rope ring Raney 
2:thtul Serpent and Miniſter of the 0 Jens Chriſt, 
_ ” RECIH "SAM 4 


_—_ Friedils; 151 1797 
8 Dayes or tength of Time wear out the Memorial 
\. 


vf oor beloved Friend and Brother, Rirhord Sewble, 
oft Labours aad 'Fravails in the heavenly 
ower #hd Spirit of the Lard G6d, wes'traly known'to x 
Rettingndt; andttuly Town ſay, tes Life Mill remains with 
hy my foul\isrefreſhed in the fivece favour of it, and 
dead ir. ſpeateeth, anda  Deelarution of tis 


| rg Works, which by"the-Power of the Lord he 


uehe inhicBy: corey: Qharatters 
or feroctet EDS 


reoneerning 
a tric Experience, The: he oaght the - «tion of Trath 
<p 4 " Food ; and off 


go the Exdlidtion toe re ons 

ngs to Hitn” were gun 

gt Po who. did ſpend.and was ſpent'for it; ine 'pdſſed 
h many Trials and deep Exerciſes, and great je 

His 1n Spirit $2 7 outward and: Hinward Enemies, 

his day : Oh! my Soul.is,very ſenſible of it, bo HD 

heard his fecret bemoanings rw as, as Power. of 


thneſs in darkened bewildred'Spi Spirits, who:had loft their 


ve, how itwrout nt his Life beth ſecretly 
Top s "but the Lor eg him from the on, 


i Ol his Cod of Males and Bavy, and from 4 his 


ſecret finitings, the Lord keps him in fa ty Ang it did not 
frurchis Life; ifor rand chough the. ſence of it, would ſeem tg 
wound hi Soul,yet the Lord after hehad given him a true 


ſight of the ſecret workings of the Enemy bim, 
F-] remove the burthen from him, and L--pyk reſt 
upon 


: 
+ 
[ 


| 


iſhed intbe Touch, 'as it wii in 
oy; might nor fit, downaveaſcim the fleſh, 

ple uaconcerned ;; but that we might all bequick- | 

| together by the Spirit of the iving;God, and to feel 


wad . 


2, godly concern upon our Souls, for the propagation of | 
gon Fond Gali the. Barth t::: or boſs In Wu 
. e knithing of the New Creation in Right Gs 


more freely his ſoul travelled through many Exerciſes,and 
extroingsnant flowings of Life from God uponhis * 
' ſpirit madethe Yoke eafic and the Burthen light; ard ha- * 
ving an Eye opened ia the living Faith; 'he ſaw beyond 
firezghts and hardſhips, to that endleſs Life and cternal 
eft with God in the ſpirit: ' Oh } the ſweet favour of his 
ifets upon my fpirit ;' and truly I can ſay, that he was 
faithful to the Lord in his day, 'accotding to the meaſure -- 
and portionef Faith given him, he adorned his Teſtimo-: : 


v-; by a circumſpeR Life, he was very temperate, and his 7 
| Ta 


ble was not a ſnate unto him; but all-things were ſan-' 


tified ro him in the fear of the Lord, 'and ſweet _ 


« Shillion's Tef/ony concerning R. S. 
6: the Life of. __ his Lord #nd Maftet,” who was his 
Shield ard lev;\chis' Rock and Ifrobg, [ over, in Which 
and' by which he hath bech preferred, and hath now 
finiſhed his Teſtimony for the Lord, and is returned to the 
Antient of Days, unto'God the Jil "I of qtiek and dead, 


and is fate-down' with' Abr4has, hd Jacob in.che 
lorious Kingdom of the'Everna ror tis Na 

Niall not be'blotted: out -of the I 1bg Book of Life, LY 

ther ſhall. his Memorial periſh” tpi Generation t6 Gene: 


ration; >for:he hath been a Na. favour unto the Lord 
and his People,-and: worms -- nord Fog for,the 


convingng' of maniyiarho HaveBech 

'neſs to,the trite Light/avd from" Hh Pþ Py 
the Power of God'; he dwelt'ih great piver Fw | 
__ was not high -minded, but feated t eLord: | 


Fi Ee aaa ng ay 


6 (Thus, Teen] in gs inthy Het Beptg ht 
oFeſtiniony concerning the” 4 and "Tray; ail ws f 
| Servant of God; 'who dycd*in't Kt 6fa, And t 
EW orks do follow: him, aiid-is NE, to Ne S "nr of JU 
tamen/amade 'perſeft\, | with ' them to partake of "the 
2Eternal Giryind Riches 'of LE in Gbd PP 


.:No' End: - 7 -_ 14 
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4 Teſtimony concerning that faithful Servant of the Lord, 
Richard Samble, 


S concerning this my. very dear Friend, this Te/t:4-0n3 
lives upon my 1p11t to bear, That he was a wan ever 
lince I had any knowledge of him (which was nigh eight 
years) truly tearing the living God in his generation ;- tor 
the Lord was pleaſed to give hima large meaſure ot his 
Grace, by which he vas not only taught to deny Ungoaly 
neſs and worldly Lufts in himielf, but io and through the 
etiettual operation of the ſame, was hen bled and made 
Inſtrumental inthe hand of the Lord for t} e -urning of ma- 
gy trom Darkweſito Light,& from theP ower of Satan unto God, 
and likewiſe for the watering and refreſhing of the young and 
tender, and for the building up and eftabliſhing of many in 
thar Faith which works by love,and really zives Vittory over the 
World and its Spirit ; and ſo inthe ſtrength of the Lord was 
he made willing to travel upand down this Nation of Exg- 
land,to declare freely what he had freely received from the Log, 
and in and through that heavenly Power which accom- 
panied him in his Teſtimony, hath my ſoul been often re- 
freſhed, and very ſerviceable he was in the hand of the 
Lord unto me and many others of our Meeting,he coming 
amongſt us when we were very newly convinced ; yea, 
and ſeveral were convinced by him, and he having a real 
ſence. of that tenderneſs that was in many, he was made 
willing inthe /ove of the Lord, often to viſit us, not onl 
when quiet, but likewiſe when perſecuted and diſturbe 
ſo as I may truly fay (with many others) He was unto we 
as 4 Nurſoug Father never ſparing bis labour though mahy times 
through much difficulty to viſit w, but was with many both 


in Seaſo012 and out of Seaſow, Reproving, Rebuking and Ex. ' 


þortsng ſome, aud Comforting aud Confirming others in and 
through that RO —_— Which accompanied him, 
J ay) 


»» 
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PRO Tefrmony concerning + 
andeenfident Tam, rather than in coming ſhort of bearing 
a fairhful Teſtimony to the Truth, accordingrto that git 
the Lord beſtowed upon him, he went beyond it, as to 
the ftrength of his outward Man, which cauſed great 
weakneſs of Body many times (as mine Eyes have often 
ſeen) ſoas its very evident he ſpared not his lite even to 
the end of his days, but was made williag to ſerve the 
Lord with all his Heart, with all his Soul, with all his Mind, 


Few with all his Strength; tor he often did both labour and 


travail __ and day that he might faithfully diſcharge his 
@uty to God, and was willing both to ſpend and be1pent 
in che ſervice of the Lord, and for his Goſpels ſake: And 
now though the Lord hath been pleaſed to take from me 
this my dear Friend, as to: his outward man, yet have I 
ſtill ſweer fellowſhip and unity with him in thac inviſible 
Life (he was in the Love of the Lord) largely madepar- 
taker of, and in a deep ſence of the ſame-can Þ ſay, tho? 
he is dead, yet ſpeaketh, and his Memorial ſhall never 
be forgotten; and the {weet Counſel T have oftcn had from 
Ks Mouth many a time, is freſh inmy remembrance; and 
now I am fully ſatisfied that he is entred into rhe *1ll'en« 
joy ment of that re#, peace and joy with the Lord' « >: he 
had formerly but a raſte or earneft of, which is th! '\R-ward 
the Lord God of endleſs Life arid Love hath in-ſtore for all 
who continue faithful to the end of their days; and'now 
is he freed tron all /ah9r and travail, from all Exerciſes, 
Tryals and Sufferings, and from all the Temptations--and 
ſubrtil cunning Infinuations of the:Devil; that old Deſtroyer 
of Souls, and is entred into that everlaſting Habiratiofh 
where he hath a Bui/ding with (God, a Houſe' not made with 
hands, but Fiernal in the Heavens. 

And now, I cannot but even cry unto the” 'Lord;/ that 
he would be pleaſed ro pour down the like meafiire of 
his $pirzt upon more of his tender Children-and Servants, 
that thereby they may be likewiſe ſerviceable in his hand 

| for 
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for the turning of many from Darkneſs unto Light, and 
from the Power of Satan unto God; and this isthat my 
ſoul, even in ſecret many times, breathes to the Lord ior, 
and I queſtion not at all, but that he will be pleaſed to 
raiſe up and ſend abroad yet more and more painful Le 
bourers, and make them willing to run to and fro, that 
KR powhage may be encreaſed, yea, thit the Knowledge of the 
Lord may cover the Earth as the Waters ever rhe Sea : This 
is that bleſſed and glorious Work which our God hath 
begun inthis our Age and Day, and his Determination is 
to proſper it; ina living ſence whereof amT engaged to 
return unto him pure Praiſes over all forever and torever- 


more, 


Roſorrow, the 10th of the ; 
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mY 
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T was the Lords faithful Promiſe to the Righteous of 

all Ages, That they ſho-ld be had in Everlaſting Remens- 

brance, aud that their Memorial ſhould be bleſſed: 'And that: 
Faithfulneſs of him that hath promiſed, hath made many 
come forth, as Moſes of old did rather chuſe to ſuffer 
&.Mition with Gods People, knowing that they have 
here no contiftiuing-City, and can enjoy the Pleaſures of 
this Life but a ſexſon. . Among which Namber of faith- 
ful Followers of the Lamb, we mighr account our dear 
Friead Richard Sable, who from our firſt knowledge of 
him, to the determination of his days upon the Earth 
was readily given up in the Lords ſervice : From a ſence 
of that Lif: which did frequently run thorow him, we 
can ſay, that the Lord did open his Lips, whiu his Mouth 
did ſhew forth his Praiſe. Tranſgreſſors did he inftru& 


iekche way of Truth, and Singers, $0 turnunto the 
| (Þd8) Lord; 


12Hmouth Pr:iexds I e/frme concernins R. S., 


Lord ; and he ſhines as a: Star 'jn the' Firmament, be- 
cauſe he turned many to Righteouſneſs. - He was fitted 
for the Work of the Miniſtry, being endued' with 
Power from on High, by which Power he laboured as 
if he had a ſence of the ſhort Continuance of his time. 
here; ſo frequent and quick was he in his Travels; {6 
forward 'in his Service, .and now in faithfulneſs karh 
finiſhed his Teſtithony, the Lord having taken him to 
himſelf, where a Crown of Glory (no doubt) attends 
him, and he lives above the Rage of his Enemies. 


And this —_ were We obliged to give'con- 
cerning him, ſeeing his Habitation was among@ us; 
and though his Service was more- general, yet was his 
Company moſt fraquently with us, whereby we became 
Witneſſes of his Innocent and Exemplary Converfition, 
which was indeed lovely and ſerviceable > The Lord 
eacreaſe the Number of his faithful Followers. and Mi. 
niſters, is our hearty deſire, who wiſh well unto all 
men. 


the 15th of the 5th Moneth, 
21680. 


Signed in behalf of the ſaid Mecting, by we, 


John Scandebury, | 
Joha 'Tregellas.. - 


From onr Meeting at ron 
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A Teſtimony for my dear Husband, 
l Richard Samble, 1... Dates 


His ean T give for him, That finds I have been his 
. Wife, which was nigh twelve years,. I do got re- } 


nv Oo MQCCOG TR, 


member that ever I heard an unſavoury word come from 
his Mouth, but true contentment appeared in him in 
every Condition, and exhorting me and his Children 
- to live an Gods fear; for that was the deſire of his Soul, 
5 and the travail of his Life; for I can truly ſay, that he 


s was made willing in his day and time to ſpend and be 
c ſpent for God's Truth and Churche's ſake ; for ſince 
i, that the Lord was pleaſed to joyn cur Hearts together, 
d how well could we fit down and tell of the wonderous 
t= Works of the Lord towards us, in bringing of us out of 


the Evi! of our Wayes, which we once livedin ; forhe 

was freely g.ven up to ſerve the Lord in faithfulneſs to 

. the endot his dayes; for he did. ſped his dayes inthe 

work and fervide of the Lord, whether at home or 

abroad: His Delight was to do the Will of his God 

for he was a dear Lover of God, his Truth and People. 

In his laſt Sickneſs, where the Lord was pleaſed to 

ſeparate us, he lay very weak in Body,. but ftrong in 

© the Lord. The day before he departed he called for me, 

- and faid, Oh ! my deer Wife, come hither to me, and let 

. mae take thee ins my Arms once more, and the Lord will be to 
thee a Hasband, and a Father to owr little Childrew, 1s thow 
abideft faithful to the Lord, Then after a few words to | (; 

 . me he praycdalong time, even as long as Life could laft, 

, ., } praifing and magrufying the Lord; then did I m_ 
a - 


— — 


* ]. Sambles Teftimony concerning RS. 


-he ſhould -be-taken-from-me;; "Oh"! it was fo hard a 
thing to part with ſo good and loving Husband, it even 
weighed medown ;; then did I cry to the Lord for ſtrength 
tO Lets that- great Exerciſe'; and the Lord appeared 
for me, and gave FE FTWeth. ronnergo with Patience 
that great Tryal which he was —_ to try me with ; 
and in this was my yafisfation, ; Thet be dyed-the- DEATH 

ATT RODS oat ho an ie Or dhe DEATH 
of the FAITHFUL, . 


Fane. Samble. 


There 


tt} 


— — 


Here is ſomechiug that lives in my Heart, 
| as a Teſtimony for my dear Friend and 
Brocher Richard Samble ; he was an innocent man, 
and loughc che Wellfare of all Gods People in 
the Truth; He was greatly endued with Power 
from God, and in that Gitt which God gave him 
he was fairhful chereunto, and his Labour and 
Travail in the Work and Service of God was 
many times very great; and he was wholly 
givengip to ſpend, and to be ſpent for the Golpel 
fake; He was aa upright tendershearted? man, 
and ſought che prolperity of all' Friends every 
where ;, and when he hath. mer wich any thing 
in h's way that was.nor for the vrofanicy] of 
Truth among Fr.ends, how hath he laboured in 
the ſirength and power @ the Lord to ſee it res 
ovedi.ourt«f che: way: And/there are many 
Iiy.iag Witneſſes (alive in the:body) of that powers 
ful Wordiof; L ferhat went with him againſt that 
Sp:rit that is gone into the falle Liberty , and hath 
left che Crol; of Chriſt Jeſus behind them. And 
Oſ%how fiyces was his Teſtimony unto the He-- 
ritage of the Lord, untothe honeſt he:rced, _ that : 
Lzves the Truth as icis in Jelus: Oh! my Soub 
can ſay in a deep ſence of the Love of God, Thar: 
L have loſt my dear and near Friend, whole Love: 
to, 


to each other was uniced by the Lord, and heres 
fore it lives very. freſhly. in my Heart to give in 
my Teſtimony, with che reſt of my Brethren, 
that he was a man clean and unſpotted of the 


Wore, which lived in Gods Power, and dyed in 
the ſame, which js tis. Peace, , and will be his 
Crown tor evermore. 

| WILLIAM TRETHOW AN. 
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FRIENDS; 
N che {cnce ot Gods Love, and in che.melting 
|| Power of, the ſame do [give in my Mite and 
Icſtizmony,. as-one of theileaft among you, tor 
ourdear and faichfu] Friend and Brother Ruhard 
Samble, That he was choſen Veſſel, fitted and 
xrepared for the Work of:the Lord, and laboured 
Buhfully among us;;''and though he be dead, 
ycthe livesin the Hearts of many, andis a ſweet 
ſavoar, and will be to Generations to came. 
ANNE NEWMAN. 
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| ——_— have lived in me which I give 
7A as a Teſtimony, for our dear. deceaſed 
Friend and ' Brother Richard Samble; when he 
was inthe Body many were the Exerciſes he palt 
through, which now the Lord hath putan end to 
them all: Oh! now iz he at his deſired Reſt, 
whereall Tears are wiped away, and fullneſs of 
Joy and-Everlaſting Comfort is his Portion : He 
was 2. man that.I did well know, his Life and 
Converlation was ſuch,as I am very ſure the Lord 
did well approve of : He was a man of a very 
meek Spirit, and of a loving Diſpoſition, always 
ready and willing to give a helping hand to the 
weak ones, to luch as had any Jefires begotten in 
their Hearts after the Truth of God, of ſuch he 
was tender-over; and if at any time Differences 


lt 


ſhould ariſe amongſt God's People, he then with 


abundance of diligence laboured to - perſwade 
them all tro be reconciled to one another, that 


* thereby Gods Truth might have its operation in 


and over the Hearts of all. But when he met 


with ſuch as made a Profeſſion of Truth, and 


would not bow their Necks to the Yoke and walk 
in the Croſs of Chriſt, againit ſuch he was ver 
ready to bear a Teſtimony, and to warn all ſich 
that whilſt they had yer time they might Recurn 
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% BeAlngs 1 eff; mony concerning R. S.. 


to the Lord, that their Souls might live; bur: 
{uch as were reſolved to continue intheir Diſo-- 


bedience, would refuſe and hear-none of his coun- 
ſel, but rejeCt ir, though .itwere. God's Love. co 
them ; much might. be ſaid: concerning thele 
things,. which this Servant of the. Lord did meet 
with; but the Lord's Love did accompany him, 
that not one of Truth's Enemies could juſtly have 
any -thing to lay to his charge; for he. walked 
unſpotted before all men. A little while before 
his Departure,. as he lay on Tis Bed, being. very 
weak in Bo -heard: him ſay how well it was 
with him that he did give upco-rhe: Lords Requi- 
rings,to ſpend and be {pent for the Churches lake; 
_ as he ſaid SR was but ſhore, n 
Labours, Travels and Exercifes would have their 
End, and be no more. = more were the 
ſweet and: heavealy. Sayings, in-abundance- of 


i Tenderneſs, with - the Tears running over his 


Cheeks, which in the beholding of it was a great 


ſatisfaction to Friends that-cameto viſit him.” | 


EDWARD. BEALING. 
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\ S for our dear Friend Richard Samble, there " 

isa Teſtimony livesin my Heart for him, 
He wasa man that was really given up in his 
day todo the Work of the Lord; and truly, as 
for my pat, I can cruly ſay, Thar living Teſti- 
mony of 'Life and Power that lived in him, hath 
often refreſhed my Heart, and in the ſence of the 
ſame, . hath oft-times lived on my Spirit, tothe 


great Refreſhment of my Immortal Soul, which 


hath cauſed me to rejoyce ; for I can truly fay, 
that firſt when he had a Teſtimony for Truth,and 
went abroad amons Friends, I then went with him, 
0b! . bow the living freſh Preſence of the-Lords Power 
was with him, tho' as to the outward, he looked to 


. ſome but contemptible, but the Lords Power preſets 


ved him, and carried him on to do thar Work the 
Lord had for him todo; and he was a faithful Las 
bourer in Gods Vineyard, and did turn many ro God 
by that living Teitimony of Life that lived in his 
heart; and.alſoit was his delight to do his Maſters 
Will, and he did not look to any hardſhip, bur his 
defire was to do that Work his Lord & Maſter Yenr 
him about ; and many were the breathings of his 
life and ſoul to God, for all thoſe that were ſeeking the 
way to S:on, with their faces thither-ward, that they 
might be preſerved in that bleſſed way that leaderh 


to Gods Everlaſting Kingdom, where 1s Peace and 
Joy forever and for evermore. 


STEPHEN RICHARDS. 
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FRIENDS; 

"Fo Here is a few Words live in my Heart, 
.K as a Teſtimony for our.dear Frignd Richard 
Sable, which is this, That he was a man greatly 
endued with the living Power and dy ney of the 
Lord God, by which he was made an able Miniſter 
of the Goſpel , and indeed knew how to divide the 
Wordaright ; and he was a man wholly given up in 
the Work and Service of the Lord, and it was great 
Joy to kim 80 ſte the Work of the Lord to 90 0n and 
peoper ;"* and it. my Faith to believe, that though 
the Lord bath been ſo pleaſed to take him from #s unto 
himfelf, that the many [weet and. heavenly Opportu- 
nite; which, the Lord bath afforded us together, and 
tht living ſence of that Life and heavenly Power which 
did attend him, will forever live in many Hearts, 


ABIGAL SHEPHERD. 
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Letter of Love 
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True Begotten Children; 


VVhoare born againof theSeed Immortal, 
Every where. 


reach, with whom my Life is bound up in the indeared 

Fellowſhip of the Saints in Light, with you who feel 
the divine Virtue and Life of the Seed, and enjoy the heavenly 
Showers of che Bleiling of God, whereby you are made as a well 
watcred Garden, and BIcled from ſeaſon to ſeaſon, and are- be- 
come fruitful in the Earth, being Childrer; of the right Seed, and 
planted in the holy Bill of 5:95, where you may always grow and 
ſhoot forth your Branches, 1d ext Freit fion: YeartoYearz and 
truly the Breathings oi my Life tu God is ior you all, that as the 
planting hath been whoily of the right Secd, fo.the growth may 
be of the ſame, that we may always be enlarged in the Grace of 
God, and Knowledge of our Lord Fs:vs Chriſt, fteing the Antient 
Love of God hath reached to ns, who has} quickened vs, and raited 
us up that were dead in Sins and Trefpaſſes,and had forgotten the 
Lord, ,and knew not his Ouggoings, but were erring and ſtraying 
from kis Way, like Joſt: Si-ep amongſt: the Mountains, ti}! his 
ovtſtretched Arm of Power reached tous; .and his eternal Word 
awakened our: Souls ot of rhe deep ſleepot Sin and Ignoratice, 
and gave ysa ſight of our undoxeeſtate,” and how we were inthe 
Earth, in thedriven-out ay” of the firſt Adam (from God) —_ 


U* O you all doth the Salutation of my tender Love 


''s 
how we were bearing the Image of the earthly, in the corruptions *# 
. of old Adam, in whom ail dye, and Death comes over all men (in 
""him)-becauſe all tnhimare finful ; andthis was our condition be- 
- ing under the Wrath of God, and his fierce Anger, until Chriſt, 
. the heavenly Man appeared, who is the brightnels of the Father's 
Glory, who ouly hath Life and Imniortality, dwelling in eternal 
Light and in eternal Brightneſs, who is th Seed that's Incor- 
-ruptible, and the Word that lives and abides forever, at the 
BRIGHTNESS of whoſe COMIN G and powerful Ap- 
pearance, the Clouds and Vail were Rent, the Graves were |; 
opened, the dead were raiſed, and by his heavenly Voice , 
the Heavens and Earth were ſhaken, and the Pillars thereof 
made to tremble, and old things patſ.d away, and all things be- 
came new; for a new Creation God hath brought forth by his | | 
eternal Power, which is holy and pure, and Righteouſnels forever - | 
muſt dwell in it; and the Lord is bringing his Sons from far, and | 
his Daughters from the ends of the Earth, to dwell-ina quiet Ha- (« 
bitation, and to inherit this good Land, where the Heavens rain j 
down Dew, and the Earth brin-s torth Righteouſneſs, where - f 
O 
y 


the Captivity of the Captives is :ccurned, and they that were" 
bound in the Priſon-houle of Darkne(s are delivered, and the ſged ' q 
of Facob brought up out of the Pix wherein was no Water. 

Oh! my Friends, how can we forget the Day of the Lords: 
Love, who appeared to 5, aud did arite for us, to ſatisfie us; and } w 
fill our hungry and thirity Souls, when a Famine was over us, of? is 
want and great ſcarcity of the Salvation of God ; wedid not thi 
know his Grace to teach us, and therefere were in Ungodlineſs,” ra] 
and not walking inthe fear of God in Righteouſneſs and Holineſs ſee 
in this preſent World : Ard here was our ſtate, in want from"det 
day to day, of that which ſhould bring trae Cumfort to our Souls, ſha! 
and nothing but Death was before us (the Pitof Perdition, out 'L 
of which there is no Redemption, from whence fears and doubt- C 
ings came, and daily trouble upon every hand, being bound ander beg 
great Afliction with the chain of Sin, ſhut up in Darkneſs, as tho'a'M 
with the o1d Apoſtates and thoſe that were Enemies to'God, whoOver 
forgot aim, and did deſpightfully turn from him, and rebelledM2n. 
8gatalt his holy Spirit) we were ſealed for Deftruftion, and withWe it 

"the Wicked in S»dom and Gomorrah, to be ſerforth as Rohan 


o. 


. dufferingthe Vengeance of Eternal Fire, and wittr the RebelliouF\ho 


Chriſtians, that turned from Gods Gracg into/Wantonneſs, what u 
werfouf 


- bn 
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n wmeretobe reſerved unto Judgment, under Chains of Darkneſs 
C- with the fallen Angels. $o here we were in'this' horrible Pit af 


t, Miſery, lamenting and bewailing our ſelves, ſometimes out of all 
"Ss hopesof ever getting forth, ready to link into perpetual Diſpair, 
al and near to periſh both Body and Soul. Oh! how can my Soul 
r- forgetthis Day! a Day of Love indeed (unſpeakable) which the 
he Lord appeared in, in luch a needful time, who ſent a Saviour and 
p- agreatone, even the Seed of the Covenant, where all the holy 
re } precious Promiſes are hid, yea, from the Eyes of the Wiſe and 
Ce , Prudent, and opened and revealed to Babes and Sucklings, who 
of are bornof the Immortal Seed, who hath all Power in Heaven and 
»e- in Farth, who binds and caſts out the ſtrong man (the old man of 
his ſin) with his deceitful Luſts, and puts down his Rule, Authority 
ver + and Power under his feet; for he hath uſurp't bis Power over 
nd Mankind, and deceitfully gotten into the hearts of the Children 
Ja- of men, and rules in none but thgy that are Rebellious againſt God, 
ain in the heartsof the Children of Diſobedience;z which old deceit- 
ere - ful man of Sin, that deſtroys the Creation, and defiles the Temple 
ere of God, him will Goddeſtroy : * And though he may plead Anti- 
ged | quity of his ſinful AXionsand Deeds, & old corruptible Cuſtoms, 
yet his old-Age is found in the way of 'Wickedneſs,” atid is to be 
xds | abhorred4 anda Remnant are come to'loath him, and put him off, 
and | with all hisdcceitſul Luſts, -and-have put' on the new man, which 
, of: isclean and: holy in all things, - and pure before God the Fa- 
not. ther; and'fo theold-ſinful man, he is the Prince of this World that- 


ieſls, - rules in-Darkneſs, . which opprelſles the Heritage of God, and: 


neſs ſeeks to deſtroy it ; but now is his Judgment come, and God hath 


rom" determined his Overthrow; and his day is paſſing away, and it” 


ouls, ſhallcome to paſs, that Time to him ſhallbe no longer, but to the 
out Lake he mvſt go, where his Portion is for evermore. 


abt-- Oh! the nnſpeakable Love of God to loſt man, who from the ' 


ader beginning hath ordained a Secd for his Recovery out of ſo great 
tho'a@ Miſery and Deſolation ; yea, from ſo great a Death, which was 
whoOver us, as well as others ; ſo that we may well ſay, Behold, what: 
elleqm2nner of Love is this wherewith the Father hath loved us ! that 
withve ſhould be call*d the Sons of God, and that we ſhould be brought. 
wles$0 a ſight and ſenceof the Appearanceof the Son of Righteouſneſs, 
ſono is the Light of the World : 1 ſay, we that were in Dackneſs,:. 
»y hut up in unbelief concerning his ſpiritual appearance,nnd ſhining. 
" wer@ufortably upon our _ Oh! bis Light ſhine in arkuek, 
2 


buy 
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4 | 
but we being dar kned, from our dark loſt Minds, and by our un» 
regenerate fallen Wiſdom, could not comprehend it, til! our Eyes 
were opened, ard the Scales fallen oft them, we could not ſee him 
till we felt his working by his Spirit in our hearts, we did not 
know him ; till he opened our hearts and ears, we could not be- 
lieve it was he, but when he ſo gractoully appeared to help our 
diſtreſſed Souls in the day of our Diltreſs, and lifttcd up our heads 
cutcf the low Dungeon, we could not chule but own him, and 
confcis him before men, though through Mockings, Scothngs, Per- 
ſecutions ard many Tryals; -and though we were perſecuted, yt 
he did not forſake us; though we were chaſtizcd, yet were ot 
killed ; and thongh caſt down, yet he kept us from being deltroy- 
ed: Oh! how can we forget to great a Love! who when we 
were in Death brought us toLife ; fo that we can tell of his won- 
derous Werks : Surely oft-times irlives in my Heart to ſpeak of 
the great goodneſs of the Lord, who pitied my Soul in the day of 
Diſtreſs, aud not mine only, but many more, when we were ſe- 
parated from our God : When the blacknels of the Night cover®d 
us, and the ſence of an everlaſting Separated eſtate from God : 
ſerzed upon us, we went daily mourning without the Sun, our | 
Candle did notſhine, our day wasnot' dawned, we were ſhut up 7 

in the Womb of the dark night of Apoſtacy, where+God is * 
forgotten, and his-wonderous Works not known; we had eyen- 
finn*d ont our day the thoughts of the Grave, and going out of * 
Shis mortal Life, was the opening of a Flood-gate of: perpetual 
Sorrows, to let tn everlaſting Puniſhment upon us : ' Oh! 'this was 
aday of fore Tryal anddeep Movrning ! Can a Remnant-forget's 
the Lord, who appeared to their comfort in the time of Grief and 
deſperate Sorrow, who were like Doves of the Valley, every one : 
mourning for the loſs of his Beloved, crying out in the Night bee 
cauſe of Fears, and in the day-time very heavy, and the counte- © 
Dance and beauty paſled awav, and the'Sun, as it were, wentdown 
at Noon. Andas we conſidered the bleſſed eſtate of the Church x 
intime paſt, and the Soul-ſatisfaCtion which they :enjoy'd, when # 
they did cat their Bread with joy and ſingleneſs of heart, we were! 
then ready to ſay, as they of old that wept when they remembred' 

+ Szon, being in a ſtrange LandJhanging their Harps upon the Wil-j 
lows, by the Rivers of Babylon, ſaying, How can we ſiag the Sur'1 
of the Lord in a ftrange Land? who were like to periſh under th 
kand of the Encmy, and ready to ſayin the day of our Diſtreſs 
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We-ſrould not ſee the Lerd 141 the Land of the Living. This Was our 


State and Cordition when the Lore firſt found us, when we had 


loſt our ſelves, and were darkened fioni the Knowledge of. the 


way of Salvation, then did he cauſe his day to dawn, and the Sen., 


of his eternal Love to ariſe upon us, and fined forth in its beauty 


- and excellency through the dark Clouds of the Night, which 


cauſed the Night to pals away, and the old Deformity to with- 
draw, and all unſettled old corruptible BMdings and Founda- 
tions to be turned upiidedown, and the Foundation of God ap- 
pzared, the ſure and certain Rock of Ages, which ſtands lure unto 


- 4 


all Generations that ſeek the Lord and obey him, who hath Mercy . 


in ſtore tor Thouſands that keep his Commandments; ſo the- 


\Workmanſhip of God was ſeen, that which he had broughr forth . 


by his eternal Word, (that was with him before the World was) 


into a good frame and order ; and all was good in the day:of the. 


pure Appearancevt the Power of the Lord; And here wastrue 
Joy and Comfort. Indeed the Sick were healed, the Blind did ſee, 
the Deaf did hear, the Lame did walk, the Lepers werecleanſed 
of -thac plague of Leprolie which putrified their hearts, and made 
their Souls unclean ; and I may ſay of a truth, the Merning Stars 
did ling together, and all the Sons of God ſhouted for: Jay, and 


the Trees of the Ficld did clap their hands; for the Lord God | 


had planted and watered [iis Creation with the Dew of Heaven, 
and the Wilderneſs and Solitary places were glad, and the De- 
fart did foMiſh and bloilom like a Rofe : And now after a time of 
great Diltreſs andCalamity,& ſecking the living among the dead, 
and the living Body (thetrue Church) amopplt the Graves:&Ury 
Bones, a Remnant through the mercy of God are come vpout of 
their Graves, and have ſeen the day of the Lord, and found the 
beloved of their Souls, the chiefeſt of ten thouſands, who is the 
Searcher of Hearts and Tryer of Reigns, whoſe Voice reacheth 
to che great deep, to bring up and reſtore them to God, that the 
Graye and Sea of Wickednels had cover®d and overwhelm'd; and 
a People are now come roariſe out of Death and Darkneſs, to the 
ReſurrcEtion of Life, even the firſt ReſarreRion; though they 
were-dead, yet are now alive, and fo living in the Faith ſhatl 
never dyc,but in Chrift Jelus the Reſurre&ion and Life, ſhall have 
theig paxtand portion, which ſhall 'Rand ſure forever, on whom 
the Cond Death thall have no power, bot they alone ſhall have, 
with the redeciace Onesz a: white Stone” and new Name, which 
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-yone ktows but they that receive-it, which is given only to the” 
Children of the Immortal Seed, who are of the- Faith of " Abra- 
bam, who leave all for Chriſts ſake, who by hisglorious Appear-- 
ancerends the Clouds and breaks down the Mountains of Sin, and 
treads upon the high places, and bowed and ſubjc&ed onr-hearts 
tohimſelf, by the heavenly means of Salvation, -which-is in him, 
who took away the [tony Heart out of our Fleſh; ;and-irs he that 
deanſeth the inſide, apd waiheththe Body withpure Water, and 
ſprinklesthe Mind from an evil Conſcience; : ſo he rends theV ail 
and deftroyes the face of the Covering, and purifieth and purgeth 
his Temple, and makes it ſit for the appearance of his own Glory, 
that he may dwell init, and walk-in it 3 for the-time is come, the 
Tabernacle of God is with menz -and God; -the Judge of all, is 
come, and Jeſus the Mediator, -and- he hath brought a Remnant 
to his holy Mountain, eventhe Mount?Sier; the City of the living 
God, who are come to the: general Aſſembly and-Church of the 
firſt born, written in:Heaven;z and to the Spirits of jalt ard per- 
fe& men, where all the Diſcover ies of God are truly owned from 
the beginning of the- World, 1nder-cvery Diſpeniation, where 
the primitive Chriſtians ſate together in heavenly places in Chrilt 
Jeſus, beforetht Apoſtacy, and where the Redeemed of the Lord 
fittogetheriin theſe-latter days;where they receive true Peace from 
the Lord God,, which the World can neither give nor take a way, 
So Chriſt Jeſus, -the Power of God is come to take thegpoſſeſſion- 
of his own, who hath been as a ſtranger in the Earth, Mi People 
have notknown hit, neither are they acquainted with the way of 
his Appearance, but kave lolt his Image, anc forgotten him days 


without number 3; and falſe Prophets and falic Chriſts have riſen * 


to rob Chriſt Jeſus of his Glory, and have run when he bath not - 
ſent them ; and Iniquity hath abounded, and Love hath decay?d,'. 
and the-whole Chriſtian World overcome with Sin and Wicked- - 
neſs, .and Darkneſs hath covered the Earth, and groſs Darkneſs + 
the People; and among the uncertain blind Watch-men of the 
Night, who have loſt the ſight ofall the Ont-goings of the Lord, , 
as ſee not any immediate Revelatiopv, nor own any immediate 
Operationof God, and ſo haye loſt all that ſhould ſtand by them + 
againſt the Enemy of their Souls, and are ignorant of the true 
Faith, having loſt the Principle of God; and the Viſion of all is 
become to them as a ſealed Book, which neither Profeſſor nor 


Prophane can read 3 ang fſych have been ſaying, Lo bere tags 


. 


tred, that the Gates of Hell may. never prevail againſt us y 2nd 
letus nite and more to f his] ave ſpring inourbeartsgthat 
we way be 'eptlam'd with a holy is Ercrlaſtivg Nameand 


. and Loheis there; and .vho ſhall aſcend to bring him detn from above ;| 


or who ſhall deſcend to bring him up from the deed? Ard lo have been 
diſtracted in their Minds, as touching the Way of Life and Sal- 
vation; Butthe Lord in mercy bath gather*d us out from amongſt 
them, and we cannot go after nor follow them ; for we have found 
him whom we ſought in the day of our Sorrow, even Chriſt:the 
Redeemer and Saytour of the World, yea, near unto us,. in Þur 
own Hearts; ſo we come now to know the Riches of Gods Love 
in his Son, who is the Treaſure and Riches of the Redeemed,, in 
their Earthen'Vefſels. Ard truly this was a way which: we knew 
not z for we ſought him without amongſt them that ſaid, Lo ere, 
and Lo there; but now the Lord bath lighted our Candle,. and 
we are come to know a ſweeping the Houſe, and with the. Woman 
that found her loſt piece, can rejoyce; ſo the Day of the.Lord is 
come,and the Arm of his Power is revealed, and he is making war 
with his F nemies,& Chriſt Jeſus muſt reign, whoſe rightir is, and 
all Nations muſt ſerve and obey him,his Kingdom & Dominion is 
Everlaſting, & of the Increaſe of his Govgrument & Peace, there 
ſhall be no end,& his Servants muſt ſerve him, and ſhall rejoyce be- 
fore him, who alone works deliverance for them,& placeth his fear 
in their hearts,ſo that they cannot depart from his Way, | 
following him,and worſhipping himday and night in his Temple. 
O Friends ! how can we forget the day of our Eſpouſals, when 
the Lord God brought us to be Members of that Church. which he 
doth betroth to himſelf in Righteouſneſs, in Lovingkindneſs, and 
in tender Mercies, and marrieth as a young man: marrieth a Vir- 
gin, when our thirſty Souls drank of the Brooks by the way, 'and 
when we found Rivers opened in dry places, and Streams in the 
Deſart, when the divine Glory of the Inviſible God brake forth 
a5 an overflowing Fountain over us; This was aday of Joy indeed, 
the Lord was binding up, and healing the ftroke of our wound, 
and bringing up our Souls to the Boſcm'of his: Love, and.laying 
open his tender Mercies to our view. Oh! what pleaſant running 
was here! nothing too hard to:go through that 'we might be ſeal- 
edup in this everlaſting Coyenant of Peace, which-God hadſet 
before us. - Oh ! the Call of the Lord .is Holy, let us makeiit, fare, 
that in the cle&ed Seed of God we may: daily feel:qur Souls cen- 
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 beivationt ſor the Tryth ipoiithe Faith; and' bf Gods.Love hath * 


: reached to1is;and%;ath made'vsMeiiibers qf that;Church'of which 
Chriſt is Head," Which the Loving} t:dnets of God ſhall never de- 
part from ; though the Hills and M6untains may be removed, let 
us Keep [Lil] irthe Oneneſs and endeared Unity.and Fellowſlijp as 
-. Inthe beFinxing; feetingthe creating fotming Power of the living 
21'G0g, Who 8 aht&to'fir} and frame, ant fathion,” accordipg to his 
» Wiltand Ming; ard for his own Porpoſe, 'to his*Glary ; for 
' every Member of this katy Body, of which Chriſt is head, is truly 
” mtfouvght upon and brought into ſubjection, and according to the 
* degreeof Grace, received from him, is made ſerviceable in the 
- Body, and fo the Stream, of Lite goes through all, to replenith 
'"gnderflat eit, in the Grate of God and knowlcilge of our Lord 
Jelvs Chrift...”*, | 

Anifo, 'Friends, let: us remember the day when the Lord an- 
| ſwered the Breathings of our ſouls In our firft Viſitation, when 
true Sighs and Groans did purely. ſpring in our hearts, that. we 
might be ſolaced inthe boloime of our Beloved : Ard when hea- 
venly Harmonjes were heard within our Habitarions, ard returns 
of Praifes to the Lord in the inward terce of his Lovc,whocarried 
his Lambs in his Arms, and gently I-d them that were with yonng, 


Ind brought: his People to Srow with Songs ard cverlaiting Joy * 


upon their Heads, when the Mourncers that went about the Streets 


werecomſorted in their return to the Lord, and the heavy hearted * 


were made_trunly torejeyce. Oh/ let ns live in. 2 dzily N:l,jetion 
te the Lord God, ina fence and feeling of the Arm of his Salya- 
tion, that we may magnific his great Na ne, bcholUing his won- 
derous Works, and ſeeing his goodneſs inthe Ld of the Living, 
that-we may be ready at all-time to report tie good which God 
hath done for us, and tell it to our Childscn after us, tht they may 
tell it to another Generation, that the Lord over all #137 be ex- 


alted, and that oye retderer ntay delight to ſeek Kim and » 
that their ſouls 


ſerve and obey him; may live for evermore. 
And io let all waitin the Light, with ſtaid bearts and minds, to 
feel the Rezewingsof Gods love,; whereby adaily ſupport maybe 
adminiſtred to them from the Lold; for there.is, an Enemy that 
'Keks the Death and 'DeſtruRion'sf the. Heritage of God; but in 
the Light-alhis Temptations and Snares are ſeen; and'his crafty 
| wel Ofc thisday, and the bruifing Power of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt goes: over-liis head j- aud ſo the Serpent, the 01d De- 
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ceiver of Nations comes hereby to be kept down in the Death, ' 
and all his ſnares agg.conning, arediſcovercd to them that keep 
low in Gods cou Fand they are the true born Children of the 
holy ſeed, wlio lie near to the Brealts of Feruſalem, and are born 
upon her {ides, and Gandled npon her knees, and ſoare growing 
in {trength and wiſdom, and they follow the Lamb wheretoever he 
goes, bccaule they are called, and choſen, and faithtul, and they 
are armed by him, ard ficted for the ſpiritual Warfair ; and ſo 
go forth pulling down the Enemy*s ſtrong Holds, and bring down 
rebellious Thoughts ard high Imaginations under the feet of | 


+ Chriſt, through whom we come to be Conquerors, who loved us 


and gave himtelf for us, in whom our Life and Strength is, and 
without him we can do nothing ; and ſeeing it is ſo, how ought 
every one of us to have our minds gathered to him, in his divine 
Light, that we may eficrcaſe in heavenly Witdom and Under- 
{tanding in this needful day, and be wiſe towards God, in feeling 
our daily preſcrvation by his power and ſpirit; tor it becomes us 
to be wile in the Wiſdom that's from above, ſeeing many Eyes are 
ſet upon us for Evil, and we are asa City ſet upon a Hill that can- 
not be hid, and weare raiſed up by the Power of God, and quick- 
ned ivtothe inward Knowledge of the Way of Life, and all the 
ſtrong Powers of the Nations are (et againlt us, and the Kings of 
the Earth are jealous that we ſeek an earthly Kingdom, and 
outward" Thrones and Dignitles z but the Lord knows (who hath 


' receemed us and faved our ſouls from everlaſting deathand miſery ) 


that we ſeck a Kingdom that's heaverly,and a City, whoſe builder 
and maker 15 God, and we are not to light with carnal Weapons 


- orto kill withthe Sword; for ithath been our DoCtrine and Te- 


ſtimony from the beginning, 1f we be ſmitten on the one Cheeck, ra- 
ther than ſmite again, turn the other alſo: * And herein we have de- 
nyed our ſelves of our own ſtrength as men,and follow?d our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe pure peaceable Lamb-like ſpirit leads out of 


; Wars and Fightings (which come from the envious Lults of the 
: Fleſh) into the everlaſting Covenant of Peace, 'where Pride and 
| vainGloryTomes to an end, and Covetouſneſs, Self-ſeeking Ho- 


nour and worldly Intereſt ceaſeth, where true Lore ariſeth to the 
whole Creation, and that antient ſaying of the Prophet is fulfil'd, 
They ſhall beat their Swords into Plow- ſhares, and their Spears into 
Pruning- hooks,” and ſhall learn War no more, * Anf| herein we have- . 


ord | found the Lord near at hand to he a preſent help in the time of 


B . need, 


. nead; and many ſweet Deliverances our God hath wrought for vs, 
when we have becn encountered with Encmi the right hand 
and on the left, and hath deferded us and oliÞ- Our-innocent 
, cauſe, when men riſe up againſt us; ſo that We may well ſay, JF 
the Lord had not been on our ſide, thiy bad ſwallowed us up quick. 
Therefore let us fear him, and wait upon him with. Reverence, 
and ſerve him in the feeling of his blefſed Power, and know his 
Arm to fold us in, that our Hearts may never. conceive -any falſe 
Birth, or that which luſts after evil things, whereby we may be 
darkned from the ſight of the ſpring ofour firſt Love, but that we 
. may always keep in our remembrance the great Work that God 
, did for us in the day of our firſt Viiitation, leſt the old Enemy 
ſhould get a place again,& work in the forgetfulneſs of the Hearr, 
that once felt. the Power and quickening Life of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and ſo go back again from following the Lord, as old 1/-acl did, 
when they cameout of egypt, -and-after God brought them up 
out. of the Sea with the Shepherds of his Flock, and put his holy 
' Spirit within them, and led them threugh the Deep, as in 
the Wilderneſs, to get himſelf a glorious Name, who went . 
back again in their Hearts after the Leeks and Onions, and Gar- 
lick, and Fleſh-pots of eAzypr 3 and when the Devil could not 
overcome them by the ſtrength and power of the Kings of the 
'Nations, - nor by the Inchantments of Balaam, (who could find no 
Inchantment for 7acob, nor any Divination for 1/-ael) after- 
wards ſought more privately to bring his deſign to paſs, and fo 
| brought a great Deſolation upon. that People, and led them to 
rebel againſt God, who did wonders for them -in Egypr, and in 
the Land. of Ham, and terrible things by the red Sea, yet when 
they turn'd away:their Hearts from following the Lord, thou- 
ſands of them periſhed, and were overthrown in the Wilderneſs, 
and that Power and Arm of God that brought them out. of Egype 
deſtroyed them, becauſe they rebelled againſt him, and waited 
not for the guidance of his holy Spirit, and kept not low in his 
"Counſel to know his farther determination concerning, them, but 
gave themſelves up to hardneſs of Heart, and ſo loſt that under- 
FKanding which once God had given them, and ſo made them- 
ſelves gods, and fate down to eat and Urink,. and reſe ypto play, 
and ſo leſt their Integrity and Faithfulnefs to the Lord : and 
Corah gain-ſaid the Power of God, and the diſcovery of his Will 
and Mind in the diſpenſation of the Law, and diſcerned - not 
rom 
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from a golden Calf, and thooſands were cut off by the-Hand'of 
the Lord; and great havock did the Enemy make of that People 
when he got place amongſt them, and through bis - ſabtiley 
brought them to. Deſolation; and the relt of that Generation 
that dyed not immediately, waſted away, till there was not 
a Man left of that evil Family. But notwithſtanding the Lords 
Power wrought over all, and Truth and Righteouſneſs did ſpring 
up in the midit of the Congregations afterward, yet the Enemy 


ſought again to have a place, after they entred into the good + 


Land, and the Walls of Ferico fell; then Achan with his Babylo- 


niſh Garment and wedge of Gold, brought trouble'upon all the - 


People, and cauſed the Lord to hide his Face, and ke went not 
with them to fight their Battels; but a great ſearch was made 
through the Camp, and Achar was taken, and the-trouble of 1- 
rael was removed. So the 'liring God- will * remove: all that 
trouble and difquiet his People, and ſet them by, and take them 


| out of the way. 


So dear Friends, let us learn more and more to know what 
God requires of us, and feel in our ſelyes a daily ſubjetion to 
the ſame, and not ſetting up our own Wills and Wiſdoms, or 


go about the Lords work with the carnal mind, for that's en- - 
mity-with God, and is not attended with his divine preſence, , 
neitker is it ſubject to his holy Law: and hence it is that Strife - 


and Contention ariſeth; as in the Charches of Chrift amongf the 


Chriſtians, inthe dayes of the Apoſtles, where the Devil again - 
ſhewed himſelf as an Angel of Light,: a ſeperate falſs Spirit, . 


when the Church was in a heavenly frame and order, - fo that 
they that believed were of one Heart and one Mind ; ſee how com- 
leat they were in a convinced. ſtate, being in tenderneſs and 
rokennels of Heart before the Lord,-1n an intire loye and unity 
in the Secd of God, growing as Willows by the-Water-courſes, 
and as Trees planted by the Rivers + Here they appeared in 


fruitfulneſs, being nouriſhed by the living refreſhing Streams of = 


the love of God; 'and though they were encouptred with Ene« 
mies on every hand, yet they ſtill did valiantly, until the enemy 
broke in upon them among themſelves : Andthis hath been-the 
way Of the deſtroying Adverſary from the beginning of-the 


World, which might be largely ſpoken of but its not with-me : 


at this time to inlarge, further than I feel a neceſſity upon me 


fromthe Lord, to clexr my Conlciedce of thols things vphave : 
a4. oa - + 
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been before me, in mylying down,and in my riſing up, and in my 
travel from'place to place, knowing that you my Brethren and 
Siſters in the heavenly Relation, can ſee beyond Words, and 
how that old lying murderiag Spirit hath riſen with the twi-light 
from Age to Age, to kill his Neighour, which the rebuking, 
zudging, condemning Power of God will caſt down, againtt 
-which ſecret woundirg Spirit the eternal decree is fealed. And 
 Jothe Myſtery of Iniquity began to work amonglit the Chriſtions, 
and many grew carelets ard negligent in the Service of the 
Lord; and (as Chrilt foretold) Ar Enemy came while men ſlept, 
and fewed T ares among(t the Wheat, and went his way. So amuglt 
that very Pcople, which profelt the Lord Jeſus Chriit, and the 
Goſpel of the Kingdom, this Enemy appeared. And (© you 
may ſee how he hath endeavoured to corrupt People in the Service 
of. God, anddarken the true Worſhippers, who have been ga- 
thered by the Lord, and tender in the day of their firſt Viſita- 
tion ; and then the teſtimony of the Apoſtle,was, to try their Spirits. 
. whether they be of God, for many were growing careleſs, and 
 forſaking'the aſſembling themſclues together, and corrupting them- 
ſelves with the Societies of the World, ard fo loſt their good 
. Manners, and dyed to the Life of that Way and Principle which 
they profeſt, and became Enemies to the Croſs of Chriſt, and 
fell into the error of Balaam, and periſhed in the gain-ſaying of 
Korah, who asthe Magicians in Egypt withſtood Moſes, ſo do theſe 
. men, {aith the Apoſtle, reſift che Truth; and as Balaam who had 
.a ſight of the goodly Tents of Facob, and the pleaſant dwelling 
Place of 1ſrael, yet lived not in the Life and Spirit of what he 
{aw : And Korah that came out of egypt, and ſaw the won- 
derous Works of God in the beginning, yet afterwards periſh- 
ed, in gain-ſaying what the Lord would have to be done : Ard * 
this was the let ,and hinderance. the Work of God met with a- 
mongſt the Chrift:ans ; and ſeeing that Spirit dectitfally coming 
'in, which would decline Meetings, the Apoſtle exhorted to be 
faithful in the Service of Truth, Not forſaking the afſembling your 
ſelves together, as the manner of ſemes. So thoſe which declined 
. Meetings, left the ſervice of God, and did not provoke one 
another. to Love and good Works, for Darkneſs was coming over 
them; and ſo through their Negligence and Unfaithfulneſs in 
:the, ſerviceof Truth, came in the Apoſtacy :. But the adviceof 
the Apeſtle was, To provoke to Love and good Works, and ſo much 
zhe more 4t you ſee the Day approaching. And 
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And ſo Friends, -let os be faithful to God- in his Work and 


Service, for we havedaily cauſe of Joy and Comfort, becaule we 


ſee the Day approaching more and more; and the Lord is en: 
largingusin an inward underſtanding of the things of his King- 
dom, and he doth open the Treaſures of his Love unto us, and 
fills our Wells and Ceſterns with living Water, fo that we can 
drink abundartly: Oh? our God is abounding in his ancient 
kindneſs towards us, from day to day carrying on his little 
Ones, and bearing in his Arms the feeble of the Fleck: And ;f0 
letus dwell always low befare him, and walk in the way of 

appearance of his Glory, that we may know the lifting up the 


light of his Ceunterance upon us, and the Kiſſes of his Mouth, 


for his Love is better than Wine; and ſo hall we never faint, 
nor grow weary, but thall be bleſſed and proſpered in- all our 
Travails, and [hall gain ground upon our Enemies, © being {till 
found watchful in the Light, which is a ſtrong City indeed, 
where Salvation is appointed for Walls and Bullwarks. And while 
we abide and inhabit in the Light, we are preſerved, and kept 
from falling ; but ſuch as go out of the Lighs, they ſtumble and 


 fall,and loſe themſelves,and their inward conditions become mile- 


rable;for out of the Light there is nodiſcerning of the ſecret wiles 
of the Enemy; neither can they, that abide not in the Light, 
ſee themſelves as they are,-and therefore ſome run into Pride, 
and faſhion themſelves according to the World, which is from 
a dark clouded Spirlt that bath loſt its Habitation, and is blind 
and ignorant, and ſees not the glorious Image of the Truth, nar 
any beauty ina ſelf-denying ftate, which if tome had ſeen them- 
ſelyes, as clear & others that live.in the immortal undefiled Life 
of Truth, do ſee them, they would have abominated thoſe 
things which they do, and lothe and abhor themſelves in Duſt 
and Aſhes : and for want of waiting in the Light, and feeling 
the ſpring of the Power of God to preſerve them in contented- 
neſs, where the Lord hath ſet them, how have ſome run after 
a greedy covetous worldly Spirit, till rhey have brought: the 
Earth over them, andeither the cares of this Life, and deceicful- 
neſs of Riches have come over them on the one hand, or run 
themſelves our of the Bounds of Honeſty and Truth on the other 
hand, which ſome have, done, and havebrought thetnſclves to 
Contempt and Shame amongſt men; but the Lord.will meet with 
all ſuch in a_day when they are not aware, and will point 
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them their portionwith ie Mines whiny there ts Weeping Wail- 
ing"and gnaſhing of Teeth, except. they ſpeedily Repent. $0 let 
us keep our Habitation in the heavenly Light, and appear in the 
Innocency of the Truth, fo will the Bleſſing till reZ upon us, 
and the preſence of God will ſtill attend vs, and we ſhall be ter- 
rible asan Army with Banners, and the Lord will fight our Bat- 
tels, and undertake for us, as he hath to this day, everlaſting 
Praiſes to his Name. _ So let all watch and ſtand againlt the face 
of the Tempter, in the life of Truth ; for where his ſecret in- 
ward earthly drawings take place; the Mind and Heart come 
to be ſtollen away from. following the Lord; and his ſecret work- 
ings by degrees brings a Cloud over the underſtanding, and fo 
theevilced grows upin the enmity, and out of the pure innocent 
Jove, and-naturally leads into: coldneſs and deadncfs in ſerving 
God; and this draws by little' and lirtle into wearineſs in wait- 
ingupon him; and here the pure living ſpring of Life that firſt 
broke the Heart into tenderneſs before the Lord, comes ro be loſt, 
and then the Creature comes to be unſettled, and all out of or- 
der; and this is a difquieted Spirit, that feels no peace with God, 
and will ge off by degrees into the Earth, and ereate a Peace to 
its ſelf; and ſach-were they that run themſelves off from the 
leadings-of the Spirit, into Senſuality, in times palt, and ſo had 
the name of Wells, but had no Water in them, and Trees, but 
their Fruit withered : So where there isa declining the living 


Teſtimony, thongh there might be Fruit brouzhtforth in times 


paſt, yet a Blaſt from God comes forth and blaſts them; and the 


end haſtens upon thoſe Trees, that they muſt be cut down, and © 


caſt into.the Fire, andevery Branch in the Vine that decays and 


withers will be taken away : And fo for want of watchfulneſs, 


dryneſs and barrenneſs comes in, and deceit grows by little and 
littlez for the Enemy is ſecretly darkning the Underſtanding, 
and fitting in the Temple as a God, drawing from the living in- 
ward feeling of Life daily; kere the Imaginations begin to work, 
and the falſe Conceptions 'of the Mind, in the likeneſs of ſome- 


thing that hath a Name to live, and is dead, whereby the Crea- | 


tore'is deceived, and the ill ſavour thereof putrifies and corrupts 
daily fromthe ſoundneſs and perfett walking with the Lord, and 


ſoloferh its life and ſettlement in the. Vine, and grows dead to + 
the immediate ſence of the Will of God, and goes out of the ge- |. 
n6ral Fellowſhip agd Unity of theuniverſal Body, and fo groms 


ec 9, Shan a ar 


| one Member may receive more of 
' tian another, and through that may appear more eminegt in the 


"Jead through letting in Reaſonings and Jealouſies, (to the Ser- 7 7 


vice of the Truth) and, becomes cetormed, out of Joynt, having 
no nouriſhment from the Head, nor feeling the Bands of the 
Power of God, to keep and preſerye them from breaking and 
withering, and ſo loling the living daily enjoyment of the pure 
opening Spring of Lite, go out into the natural ſenſual Wiſdom, 
and there acts and works, from the darkneis of the Mind, that 
hath loit its true ſtay, and hcre Life is cloſed up from the under- 
ſtanding, and the Havitation of ſuck comes to be within the reach 
of the Adveriary, ard he works them more and more into kard- 
nels and tubbornneſs, ar.d into a high conceit of the Safety and 
Wel\-beiigz when in danger of Deſtrution;, ard this ſecret 
mylterious Enemy 1s palling through the Nations, perfſuing the 
Heritage of God from place to place, to brivg it down into 
Peath again, and to detorm and draw it out of that heavenly 
Image which God hath placed ir in ; for the Devil always-cenvied 
the Well-being of.the People of the Lord, and ſeeks to draw 
firſt from the Power of Truth, and afterwards from the Form 
for while the Power is retained, anal the true Life felt and 'e- 
joyed, which is one in all, deſcending livingly and ſweetly from 
the Head, into every Member z here all are lively and pliable, 
every Member in its place and order, tempered together : 66 


| that there is no Schiſm or Rent, or any PutrifaRtion og Droſsz 


that's not melted and conſumed in the Fire and Furnace of Godz 
but al} melted through the inward working of the Spirit of Judg- 
ment and Burning, into a compleat Body, faſhioned and fi y 
framed by the Lord, whoſe ſearching Power goes through all; 


and ſois ſupplied with Joynts and Bands, and is compleat in him 


whois the Head, (Chriſt Jeſus) and theſe Members are alive tor 


| the Service of the Body ; and this Body is not divided in it felf; 


neither is two Hearts or Sprits ruling in it, neither is it ſerving 
two Maſters, not God and Mammon, but God alone, and it' hath” 
mate a bleſſed choice, having forſaken the World and all cor- 


; ruptible things, for the ſake of Chriſt, who is nearer to it then 


any viſible thing ; and Life Eternal it ſeeks, and an afſurance'of 


; Heaven's Kingdom, and nothing will ſtand it inſtead, but the y 


Seal of Gods everlaſting Love; and this Bedy. is open to its ſelf, 
in the one Spirit, which giveth Life to'eyery Member : and tho? 
the: heavenly Life and Spirit 


Body; 
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Body, becaule of the ſervice of it,yet the leaft is felt and owned by 
the greateſt, aad the greateſt by the leaſt : And here is a heavenly 
Harmony in theBody;and a p::re Oneneſs and agreement among{t 
the Members, ſinging and making Melody in their Hearts unto 
the Lord, and here the heavenly. Song comes to be ſung, and the 
Harps of God ſuch have in their Hands, being redeemed from the 
Earth into a heavenly minded eſtate,where Male & Female are all 
one in Chriſt Jeſus ; and this Body is created for the alone purpoſe 
of the Creator, and it lives by the dailyreception ot the heavenly 
Food, ' and is fed with the hidden Manna, and is tenderly dealt 
withal by its heavenly.Father, and kept and noutithed in his pre- 
ſence,: from the reach of the Serpent, ſo that neither his Head 
nor Tail can draw it from its Habitation, being in the Eden of 
God, within the Cherabims and. flammg Sword * And this is the 

eat and unſpeakable love of God'unto a People in thele latter - 

ayes, - who were as-dry withcred Bones in the open Vallies, 
which the breathing Life and Spirit of God hattfrevived,” and en- 
livened and brovght together into a Body, aiid one Heart, and ' 
one Mind,and one Spirit-ruleFir, and orders'it ; atid if the Moun- 


tain of the height of /#xc/ hath' God et thele raifed quickned + | 


Ones ro feed, where the M>untain of the Lords houfe is eitablith- * 
ed, and where his Counſels are known, 'and he doth teach us of 
his Ways, and we will- walk in his Paths, for here is one Fold, * 
and one Shepherd, and one Lord,' and his Name One ;, and here 
we can ſerve Godwith one Shonlder, and with: one” conſent ; 
and this: Body is ene, ad one Head over it,, which is Chriſt Jeſus, 
from which all by-Joynts and Bands are knit together, and re- 
ccive Nourifſhment, and increaſe with the increaſe of- God; fo 
happy are you who are_Members of this blcfſed Body, who are 
thoſe which God hath called to place his Name amongſt; who by 
the univerſal Spirit of Chrilt are- brought into' one; that were 
ſcattered abroad, and into a heavenly Agreement and Onengls, 
with the appearanceof Life in every Member ;' and what appears - 
from God in one, {is owned by -anotherz' and fo in the good 
counfel all are preſerved out of the'many Snarcs of the Enemy. 
And you living Ones, whoſe Life is freih in'you, ſee that Spirgt 
this day that would lead out of the: general fellowſhip, and hea- 
venly agreement and onenels in the Life, -into Schiſm, and divide 
from the univerſal Body, - from the Service it is exerciſed, 
3nd ſuch go from the yaiverial Spirit of Chriſt Jeſus, and loſe the 


true - 
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trne and heavenly divine Wiſdom, and-ſo go into theold Defor- 


' mity ; into. which diſorderly Spirit, and vnder the Power of 


whichall the Apoſtates have been in ſeveral waves, and under 
ſeveral diſguizes, from Age to Age, who became monſtruous and 


- cruel againit the Life, and in the ſeparation Irom the Powgr'of 


God; a! theſe Beaſts have riſen in the Apoſtacy, with their 
Heads & Horns, to lay walite the Heritage of the Lord : And now 
the clear day (pring of Love from God is come, and the infallt- 
ble diſcovery of his Mind and Will, its no marvel if the ſame 
Enemy appear againſt his glorious appearance; arid where he 
prevails, there will be a ſhortneſs in the ſervice of God, and as 
his evil ſeed ſprings and grows, it will naturally lead into a Se- 
pai ation, though in the lame Profeſſion, as a degenerate Plant 
mey grow among {t the Plants of the right Seed, in the ſame Gar- 
dienor Fi:1d, and ſuch may have a Conſcience to themſelyes, 
contrar to the univerſal Body, having loſt the univerſal Spirit, 
whichis one in all: And if any People be before any that are 
tender to the Lord, they will wait in tenderneſs, qut of that 


which tends to Diviſion, till it be cleared to their underſtand- 


ings, and hereby they come to be ſaved.out of the hand of the 


. Enemy, and preſerved inthe Body. 


* And fo youtender People, who have taſted of the goodneſs of 
God, and whoase this day in the holy Seed, the Root and off-ſpring 
of David, the bright M-rning- Star, keep yourgabitations in him, 
who is your Stay and Settlement, who are OT that Church and 


"" holy Building, that is to uphold the Teſtimony of Truth in the 


Earth ; I beſeech you al), be watchful, that your Srrengeh may daily 
be renewed, that-we may never fail the Lord ; for he hath never 
failed us in the Day of our great Diltreſs, but hath ſtood by us 
and for us, when many have been againſt us; And though Sion be 
this day but as a Cottage in a Vintyard, and a4 a Lodge in a Garden of 


' Comcumbers,” and a4 a (yſeiged City; yet we may truly ſay, If rhe 


Lord had not left us a fmall Remnant, we bad been «Sodom, and 
been made like unto Gomorrah! | 
And untoyou that loye the Lord above all, whom he hath called 
out of Babylon, from amonglit the Witch: crafts and Sorceries.of 
the Whore, who ſee over all the wiles of the Dev4l, is this Salu- 
ration ſent, deſiring it may find you all in the feeling of the 
ſearching trying Power and Spirit of the living God, that firft 
-=2ched unte@you: Oh! let.us go on till, iw the Way of Life and + 
'- # Satvatien, , 


- [18] 
- Salvation, looking back fo more, nor be taken with the World, 
as they were,who excuſed themſelves from coming to the great Sup- 
. per,after they were bidden,and went after their Gound,and Oxen, 
' and Merchandige, and ſo were ſhut out from partaking, of the 
ſame ; but let us never be taken with any thing we have left be- 
hind, whereby we may be drawn from the great Marriage- 
Supper of the Lamb, and ſo loſe our part and portion in the Feaſt 
of the Lord, who hath prepared for his People a Feaſt of. fat 
things : but ler us lay hold on our Souls beloved, that the Mar- 
riage- Chamber we may know, and hold. him faſt, and not let 
himgo: And truly Friends, except we be found always in an in- 
___ retired ſtate, gathered intq an intire daily watchfulneſs 
in the Light, we cannot hold him faſt, but he will tnrn aſide, and 
with-draw from us, that'he may dwell wkh thoſe that wh be 
more watchful, and intire and faithful to him, and therefore its 
good that our Hearts be eſtabliſht with Grace, in an inward 
clearneſs towards God, and ſo every Cloud of Darkneſs will be 
expeiled, and our, Minds will be gathered into the ancient center 
of Life, where-the heayenly Power doth deſcend, and ſurrounds 
upon every Hand, where Faith 5 the Shield, and Hope the Helmee 
and Righteouſneſs the Breaſt-Bate, and the Word of God the Swgd, 
and the Feet ſhod with Obedience, which is the preparation of the 
Goſpel z and here the Flocks of his Companions may be ſafely fed 
in the green Pares, and in the low Vallies, and lie down and 
reſt at Noon; and when Temptations come, and. the old De- 
ſtroyer ſhews himſelf, here is boldneſs and courage to encounter | 
with him, . being in that ſtrength that alwayes prevails aver him ; 
. and though he may ſhoot his Arrows, and calt his fiery Darts, 
et this heavenly Armour quenches them, and drives back his 
force and power 3 and ſ@he is reſiſted by Faith, and overcome, ' 
| and ws. aſa and Deltnents, th b he comes oy like, a 
Tlood, is rageing againſt the livi uls be as the Waves of 
the Sea, yet the Lord God binds and Nin Þ that. he-can- 
not over-run his:Heritage, nor bring down their courage; and 
theſe be they.that live and overcome, and ſhall inherit. all things, 
and ſhall go intoeverlafting Life, inthe end of all. their Labours : | 


And (o let none bediſmayed, though, Storms.agd Tcmpeſts, 

. Cone within and without, Rh B2ay have Eon, rad <4 

| fought a placeto hide their Heads from the ſharp extream winters | 
ty aſon, with decp Travails, and Pangs for deliverance; yet 

. the 


the Lord hath been pleaſed to mitrigate theſe Tryals, and cha 


x nfze 
d, the teaſon intoa plealant Spring, ſc that a Remnant can ſay; The 
pe Winter #4 paſt, the Rain is over and gone; the time of the ſinging 
> Birds 15 come, and the Voice of the Turtle is heard in our Land, whole 


pleaſant-Voice we corld not hear, when we wandred up and 


#f down anwonglt the Hil's ard Mountains, we ſought him there, 
44 but could*not find him ; but now are come to the precious Gar= 
- Cen, where the Flowers ſpring, and the Spices flow forth, where 
far the Mandrakes give a pleaſant ſmell, and to the Mountain-of 
vi Myrrh, -and Hills of Frankenſence, where the Tqgrtle-Dove in 
let his pleafant Voice- is heard, which cauſeth the Uiltreſſed and 
_ opprelſcd Onesto rejoyce, and the Mourners to ſing : and this 
els isthe Eden of God, which a Remnant are reitored into, and are 
nd brotght out of the Earth, and from eating their Bread with 
be Care, 2nd drinking their Water with Aſtoniſhment, while the 


es Wrath of God was over us, into Joy «nd Gladneſs of Heart, 


ard where every thing is blcſſed, and the Curſe removed and raken 
be away : Aid all wult come up hither, and not lie inthe driven- 
par ont ſtate with o'd Adam, where the Cares of this Life, and De- 
nds ceitfulneſs of Riches 1+ over the Creation ; and in rhat ſtate they are, 
mer where thicy are queſtioning, about what they ſhall eat, and what 


wa, they ſhall drink, ard wheremith they ſhall be cloathed; "and this is 
the yery near to ſome that profeſs the Truth, who look downwards 
to the Eafth, and their Converſations are in the Earth, and not 
and in Heaven, and have hardly eſcaped eating and drinking with 
De- the Drpnken ; but let ſuch bewar@leſt their Day paſs over their - 
Cer , Heads, and with the fool:ſ*F/rgins they be riumbred,' who 1 

im; gdownina kind of Peace, having ſlain the Witneſs, ind thoughs 
ts, their Peace was equyl with the wiſe Virgins, 'but when the ſearch- 
His jyg trying Voice went through at Mid-night, The Bujdegroom 
Ne,  gomes, go you forthto meet bim;theff it was'not a Name that 
©©-2 "would ſerve, the Nature being wanting, nor the'triming of a 

$ of * Laitip without Oyl; but thoſe were for the rebuke and reprook; 
can- | and not only fo, but for that ſorrowful Sentence, Go you curſed 
and grroeverlaſting Fire. "And if ſuch as profeſs the Truth walk not 
ngs, in it, they of all People are for Reproof, 7 — 
urs: | they maybe reſtored, leſt they fall into the Hands of the Wi : 
may? of theliving God; into whoſe Hands tofall is noft fearful, *For 

! wi Goff it a tonſuming Fire. '” liars} a22e; | 
ter- » And fo, you ſenfible People unto whora the tender Life : 


of the Lord Jeſus reacheth, who retain your firſt Loye and open- 
heartedneſs to the Lord, who have been in the Garden with your 
beloved, who are daily fatisficd and fed by him, and led amongſt 
the.Lillies and by the Beds of Spices, wherewith you come to bg 
anointed, and ſo become 4 holy Nation and a Royal Prieſthood ; 
and this is the ſubſtance of the anointing Oyl of the firftePriefthood 
-under the Law, wherewith Aaron ard his Sons were to be anoint- 
ed; and the Command of God by Moſes was, That none were to 
, make any Likeneſs of it, to1mitate that Prieſthood; and it is the Com- 
mand of Gog, that noneare to make any Likeneſs of this heavenly 
anointing, £O imitate this ſpiritual Reieſthood, or to create a falle 
anointing, where the heavenly Life doth not ſpring, if any do, 
they will be known by the ſayour thereof, which is not tweet 
.and ſavoury ; whereby the tender-hearted may be refreſhed, and 
the breathing Babes of the Immortal Birth truly ſatisfied; all ſuch 
-are in danger of being cut off ftrom the Family of the Lord. There- 
;fore you Children of the true Seed, | may ſay of a truth to you, 
-that the Anointing you heve receiv'd of Chriſt Jelus abides in you, 


-and you need not that any man teach you, but as the ſame Anoint- ' 


Ang teacheth yowof all things, which is the Truth, and is no Lye. 


:So let all feel after the Lord, being brought tothe knowledge of | 
-his Way, and into his Garden, where all things ſpring and grow, 


whereby ſalvation and ſtrengrh is obtaiaed ; and here your Life 
and Light will ſhihe, in the Pra&ice of the pure Religion, and you 
-will know more and more that the Lord calls upon all to labour 
while it is called to day, for the Night cometh wherein none 6an work; 
and ſo the fruitful Seaſons all will know, and no Idleneſs muſt be 
here; ifany be ſloathful, and doth the Work of the Lord ncgli- 

ently, the Curſe lies at the door, and ſuch will be as the ſloath- 
El may, that hid his hand in his Boſom, wheſe Field was over- 
grown with Thorns, affd the ſtone-Wall thereof was broken 


down, and the ſluggard will be clothed with Rags, and ſnachas do | 


notwatch, will walk naked, and their ſhame will appear z but all 


thatare true and faithful in heart te the Lord, they hall encreaſe 


in the heavenly Subſtance, and Riches, and durable Treaſure for 
them is laid up in ſtore with'the Lord 


And ſo, dear Friends and living People, the Loyeof Godiis frefh, | 


inmy heart towards you all; 'and the compals of the etergal Argy 
of Love I feel you in, andyejoyce with you with that Joy that. is 
uoſpeakable ; Oh the'P 


; of Love, the Sced of the living God, " 
| the * 
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1- ” theLordof Sabboth, the God of all our Peace and Conſolation, 
IT which hath thealed our ſouls Ob letthis Plant'grow within 


ſt | your Habitations, and this will gather you home into the:Fathers 
5s * Boſom. 50 wait low totcel the Love of Gotfpring in yob, in its 
3 pure innocent Life and divire Clearnels, and let it never: grow 
d © <cald, but feel the operation thereof, as coals of fire, which have 
t- © a moſt vehement flame,and let it artte over all, that many Waters 
ts may neverquench it, nor the Floods drowrit z for the Devil. is 


N- ſecretly at work with his floods of Hatred and Enmity, and ſeek- 
ly ing to bring vp the carnal Mind, which is the Womb of all Deceit, 
le which brings torth divers ftrange Births, and all in the Enmity: 
0 againſt the Love of God, that thereby he may poy{onand corrupt 
ct the Heart, and fo bring Death over again z and this was his ſecret 
1d - workin the beginning of that-great Apoſtacy,; drawing from the” 
ch * firſt Love, which'Spirit appeared very Angelically-in'irs firſt rife 
e- * inthe Churchof Corath and Galatia, and in, the: feven Churches 
u, of Aſia, which might be particularly ſpoken to: But you Chil» 
u, - drenot the holy Sced, to whom | write, are:come-to the begin»: 
it-  ingagain, to the Light of theglorious Goſpelof Gods Kingdom, 
ſe. and to the endeared Love and brotherly Kindneſs, wheze yoh have 
of | Fellowſhip with the Father and the Son, which the tender-hearced 
W, © Peopleof God wete in before the Apoſtacy entred, and yon can 
ife * ſee through all the corrupt-clouds and vails of' overſpreading 
ou | Darkneſs, into that primitive Pur, and how the Devil wrought 
zur | by various ways to ſtain the glory of that Furch, and What Tra- 
k;  vails and Pangs the Apoſtle! went through -for the reaching the 
be Conſcience of thole' that were: darkned by the Adverſary,: and» 
li- _ what Perils he went tlirough amongſt falſe. Brethren, ' and how, / 
the © ſome preacht Chriſt out of Envy z this was from a falſe Anoints 
er- © Ing, asaforeſaid, who had the Form of Godlineſs, but not the 
cena _ Powerthereof; and there:were ſome whole Motthes were to be 


- ſto . | 131k; 75 = DUC » 
all | rb! Dojo Jet.usbe watchful in the heavenly Light; 
ale * againſt that cold ſpirit which hath the image of Death!in'its face;7 
for  whichrides upon the pale Horſe, and. Hell follows him;1 which 
leads out of the, warm ſweet love of, God, which is without 


«fb ; Diſimplation; and this poyſonous filthy. Spirit, its-way is in the 
ra | Epmicy,. and-ifit; hath che words of lpye,; and a ſeeming outward | 
_Y lhewy yet jn-ies {elf 34 is deceitful, angie Love is a haly undelited: ; 
Od, 


Principles always opening: 3nd-Pringing apteadeny. ivaneber, 


- 
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dient heart, where the purecleanſfing Blood of the Lamb hath paſ- 
ſed rhrovgh and fanCtified;! andiits lively ſtilb if its ſalf, and more 
in ſubſl ance than in tews and feel its growthwhere iris, arid ts 
one in all:;y and -here the true, Church is/eſtabliſhed, and all that 
abideiin this Love abide inGod,it is xſtream ofthatFulin« fs whictr 
is incomprehenſible, and in it felf mmchbangeable, and is tender 
and merciful onto all Breacthivgsof Life in the C-ildren of men, 
and. loves Encwies, becauſe its near unto all ; and by this Seed the 
Lord redeems:and faves: from Hell and DeſtriCtion,  end'by;rtris 
{ced the Earth ſhall be repleniſhed with Righteoulnels, and from 
5t Holineſs buds: and bloffoms, -and-brings forth to the glory of 
God :-iAnd fo happy are you that feel the growth of this'bleiled - 
ſeed, \and are made Pariakers of its Miniftry, andare cone to'7e- 
ruſalem, which is from: above, whoſe-Chiltdren are aH taught of 
God, and greatistheir Peace in Righteoutneſs;: beingelitabliſheds! 
And here you know: and'are fenlible that God: hath planted his 
holy Goſpel amongſt'yoo, that is free and not chargeable, and 


you are-Wirneſles for him, againſt the falſe Teachers, viz; the- |; 


Aezrchants of Babylon, and you cannot buy their Merchandize any 
more, ror: make any agreement with them,” bur muſt hearkeri ts 
- thevoyce of Chriſt; and ſtandfor his free Golpel, leſt you be cat 
. offifrom amongſt his Peoplez/ and fo. are in the Faith which over- 
comes, and in the: ſeed that God doth bleſs forever, which will 
ſtand for a Light, and a Way, | 
ſhall be thrdywn down wiſſth violence, and her Merchants ſhall weep 
and lament for her,” and no man ſhall-biiy her Merchandize 5 

more; and People ſhall ſeek to him; and ſhall-be gathered at 
Him, who #s the Light of the World, "when the Whore is conſumed 


and burnt with fires; for the Lord God, who is firong in Tudg- | 


ment, will bring her day upon her actording to all ber Marders, 
Witchcrafts and Sorceries,and all her painted (Glory andiout ſide 
Dreſs and Habit, and all her Joyes and Pleaſures, and alF ker © 
Delights ſhall depart away from her;/and Sorrow, Frodble ahd 
Diſtreſs ſhall overtake her.” © 11 t 3845 002! 


Oh !: therefore, Friends, what ſhgll preſervets but Chriſt Jeſus, | 
whois becometo us as-a litule' Sa ,' and happy are you that . 


feeta Dwelling in him, where the Law that works Wrath is ful- 
Elted, . in the Miniftration of it yþon'the TranſpreMbr, for which 
t was added till the $exd camey which takes away | Tr inferefiian | 
end alakes vn end of Shs, tk bringh lifeverleitig Righroouſhs ſs. 
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| | come to be the new Creation of God, their ſouls-and bodies.ſan+ 


T#z) 


28 who ſaves both Body and Soul, bee Body from the aCt of ſin, and 


the Soul from the guilt of it; and ſothe Creatureit ſelf, though 
it has ated and done thoſe things that haye diſpleaſed the Lord, 
comes to be delivered from the bondage of corruption, &brought 
into the glorious liberty of the Sons of God, and {ginto covenant 
with him, where the Sins are blotted out, and their Iniquities he wik 
remember no more, and God himſelf dwells amongit them, and.-is 
their God, who leads them, where they ſhall hunger no more, aor 
thirſt no more, but he feeds them and watches over them night and 
day, and leads them to living Fountains of Water, and wipes 
away all Tears from their Eyes; fo you are bleſſed of all the Fa. 
milies of tke Earth, who are come ta this og ſubſtance, whi 
is the glory of theſe laſt dayes, which all the Prophets teſtifies 
of, whole Miniſtrations were the glory of the former dayes, wh 
arc cot to the day which King and Prophets defired to lee, . eve 
to the day of Chrilt,who reveals the Father,and makes known b4 
will and miad, whoſe day is cyerlalting,: and his Throne ſha; 
remain forever, as the Sup before him, -and-abungance. of:Peav) 
fhall be in his day, and 7adgb ſhall be laved, and {fr act ſhall dwej: 
fafely, whoſe knowledge and light.ſhall ll the Earth asthe W.; 
ters cover the Sea, into which he will gather. his People morean 
more; and ſo you are come beyond the outward viſible Signs, into 
the Subſtance, and beyond Fobn with his Water-baptiſlin, into 


away ſin, 'arid purges the Conſcience from. dead Works to ſerve 


| Chriſt, who baptizeth with the holy Ghoſt and Fire, which takes 


the living God. So in Chriſt the Candemnation ceaſeth,- and the 
Law is ended that works wrath; and ſo wakgng not after the fleſls, 
but after the ſpirit, unto them there i5 no Condemnation; and fo they 


ified, 'and fo are riſen with Chriſt, and arg the:dead|men-that 

live togerher with him, whole Dew is as the dew of Herhs, and are 

namedof his great Family, The «nnumerable company of Atgels. 

: And ſo, Erends, all that retain their, firft Love, -and-caſt their 

5 care upon the Lord, he will care for them, and never-leave them 
nor lake the, but will lift UP —_ rags in the-hayr of a 
tation, and preſerysthem as Birds flying, from daytoday z an 
Bleſed be his Name, | i is flling our; hearts ,with:his- heavenly 
Power, and cauſing ſis cender Well:(pring of everlaſting Lovero | 


'f flow into our hearts, which. makes,qur.gatherings 


ch makes. Qur 823 ay. eyeing 
ſervice of his Truth, lovely untous, being come to.that which is 
evcrlaſting, 


C24] F 
everiaſting,. yea, unto God the Judge of all,. and t> Jeſus the Me: 
diator, and to the Blood of Sprinkling, where the Law contained 
in Ordinances, and the Hand- writing is blatted oat 2n 1 nailed to 
the Croſs, where is no oblervation of days, moneths times: and 
years, nor reſpect of holy days, new-moons and ſabboths, where 
none can judge you in weats and drinks, after the Rudiments of 
the Worid, after the Traditions of men, and not after Chriſt, 
which figurative ſhadowy things People have followed,. and: not 
Chriſt the-ſubſtance, who feeds his People with his own body and 
blood, v:z.- Spirit and Life; and fo you are come trom them that 
are bowing toahd worſhipping of Avgels, intrudingthemlelyes v 
into thoſe rings they have nor ſeen, vainly pufft up by the fleſlhly v 
mind; utitoEhrilt Jeſus, the head of all Principalities and Powers, % 
unto'whortthe Angels muſt be in ſubjeftion, .who: hath. obtained * 
amore&-excellent Name than they, for. the ſuffering: of death,. F 
crowned with Glory and Honour; And yon are come.from the- f+ 
Waysand Worfhips of the World, intocthe true Worihip of the Þ 

Father, whichis in Spirzrandin Truth, and to. the effiftual means 
of Salvation, viz.” Spirit, Water and Blood, which moxtives the 
deeds of 'the Body, and waſhes andCleanles the in-lide, and.fo 
bringsto Righteovineſs and Purity, and cleanne(s within,. iv the 
ſight of God, which exceeds the R ighteouſneG of the Phariſees 
without. © And fo fear not, you tender Ones, though Weeping may- 
be for a night, Yer oy cometh in'the morning ;.,for the; Lord 1s with 
us, andthe ſhout of 'S:075 King is alnang us, .and he is, bindang up. 
the-broken- hearted,” and healing rhe bruiſed Oney,. and perfet-/ 
Sonndneſs js appearing,and he is bringing his Plagues upon Death, 
and ſwallowingir vpinVittory, according to his Promiſe; aud he. 
is God unchangeable, elſe wehad10ng ago been conſumed, but.his © \ 
tender Mercy never fails, they arenew every Morning,..and his | , 
ſweet Boſom of” Love is opento receive al/his Children, anfl gra+-; 15 
cious is the Lord to his affited Ohes, and that my foul, knows. ©! 
right-well, with the reſt of $;#ns Travellers. 7g: 1 © 
* Oh, my Friends /is itnot a Kingdom which we ſeek, that's not... Y* 
of this World, a more ſire Habitation than Tibernacles of Clay ?.* G 
ſa let us preſs after this Kingdom, and grow more inward.and. L 
heavenly in” our-hearts and minds,?. and in our ſolemn Aſſem-, i 
blies ſtill wait;z having our Loyys gireatnat, and our Lights burn-, Y© 
ing, that none'may degeive themſelves;'bur all feeling the Life of} Ut 
Truth igthe inward part, where all may ſit toxerher in heavenly} 
2*'y 02 591:09 | P'ac:3} 
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2 
g:- | places in Chriſt Jeſus, and ſpeak Z's one to his Neighbour and 
4 Brother, uncer the Vine and under the Fig-Tree, and in the 
o Garden of God labouy and drels it, and keep ir, ard not feed 
d upon kiowledge, without Obedience to God, as A4am and Eve 
re 9%vid, and [oJoit the Lite of their Souls 3 bur let us labour, and not 
of be idle in this day of the Lord,that we may inhabit the holy Land, 
t, ard poſſels iz forever, where the Plow- man overtakes the Reaper, 
ot andthe Tre:der of Grapes hc that ſoweth Seed, and the Moun- 
id _ tains Crop Uowrn ſweet Wine, a1.d all the Hills melt. 
at S0 in tlie endearcy Loye of God, which I feel in my Heart to- 
e&s wards yor, wioare the true bern Children of the Immortal Seed, 
ly who keepronr Loveard Virgmity for Chrilt Jeſus, who trayails 
's, with me Ir: Spirit for the Redemption,” Proſperity and Peace of 
ed Stcn, takirg part wiih me of her Mercics, Blcflings and abundant 
b,. Favours, liclt, Wilbing your cverJaſting endleſs Joy and Com- 
he- fort, inthe Bond of Peace, and ſenfible holy UnCtion, - which we 
he heavereceived of the holy One. 
NS Your Friend and Travling Brother, inthe Truth, - 


he | Vritten in Swanſcy RtiCHARD SAMBLE, 
ia in Wales. 


up. An Epiſtle to Friends, 


"hes Dear Friends ; 
his V VP are come in' Obedience to the everlaſting Truth 
his - that is revealed from God in thele latter dayes, which 
ra+-. 15 Cbrit Jeſus, the Way to God, wheis the true and unchange- 
ws. able Light of Holineſs and Righteouſneſs; which holy ut- 
* Changeable Light ſhines in your Hearts, which hath convinced 
not. Your Conſciences, and will let you ſee whatſoever is contrary to 
ay 2 + Gods holy Will : Now that you may all wait in the fame pure 
and. Light andLife of the Son of God, that you may ſtand againft all 
em-. that is ſinful, and in Gods holy fear to mind, from' day to day, 
irn-) Your ewn Conditions, fo will all be preſerved to God, out of all 
fe of} Uncleanneſs and Unrighteouſneſs, te ſtand approved in his fight, - 
enly+t0 offer to God- the Praiſe that's due unto him, and-in a fingle- 
'uc Ell D hearted + 


. 
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hearted ſtate, be freely given up to ſerve the Lord, for our Cod 
loves a ſingle heart,and an honeit upright mind,in Male & Female, 
and ſo you will all know your Bodzes tobe the Temples of the holy 
Ghoſt; and Chriſt dwelling in you, which is great Riches, and du- 
rable Honour, which Riches will not fail, but will remain when 
all this World's Glory will fade away. And all to keep low ard 
ſingle to the Lord, and this is the way for all to ſee the proſpe- 
rity of the bleſſed Truth, ard pnre inlargement in the ſame : 
and there is no way to proſper in the Truth, but as every one is 
bumbled, and keeps low in Heart and Mind before the invilible 
God, feeling at all Times and Seaſons the pure fear of God in the Heart, 
and the dread & holy awe of him upon your Spirits; and this is the way 
to increaſe in the knowledge of the invitible God & Chriſt Jeſus, 
whom to know is Life Eternal,and all to travel on in this Path: For my 
beloved Friends, this is the Path of Life, and it is the Way of the * 
Righteous that's a ſhining Light, that ſhines clearcy and clearer unto 
the perfett day; and this Path leads into true Liberty where none 
can be deceived, but all come to be ſealed unto God in the Coves ' 
nant of Life, amongſt the Children of Light, who are of the 
heavenly glorious Day of God, that ſhall ngver have an erd. 
And as I faid, all will come to know the he Liberty of the 
Sons of God, being brought into full Obedien®unto him, and 
ſo will ſee the true Liberty how far the extent of it is; ard fo for 
all to abide faithfulto God, and obedient to him; and this is the 
glorious Liberty, and here all come to worſhip the one God in 
Spirit & in Truth,with cne Heart,and with one Soul,and with one ' 
Mind in the ſame Truth; and here all are ſenſible of God, and his 
Power, and Authority, which keeps the Houſe, and beaurifies 
it; and ſo here none cantake a falle liberty to themſelves, nei- 
ther .are any darkned, that abide here, but their underſtandings 
are more. and more opened to ſee him, who is inviſible ; but if any 
boſe their Obedience to God, 'then-Darknefs begins to over- 
ſpread and - cover the clearneſs that's in the Heart, and ſo the 
i ntare begins to take liberty-to himſelf, contrary to the 
Truth -and holy liberty of the Sons of God, and ſo goes into 
Uncleanneſs, and hath broken the Bond of the Covenant, and 
is gane into the Earth, 'and ſo becomes an. enemy, to the Croſs 
of Chriſt, and crucifies the Life within him, and fo is more and 
more darkned. | 
© Aud therefore all loving Frieads and Children of the Light, 1 be- 


ſeech: 


feech yo1 look unto Jeſus, the Author and Finifher of your 
Faith, that his ſtrength daily all may feel, and ſo all will be kept 
in pure obedience unto God unto the end, and asall abide in obe-' 
Gience unto God, all weights and burdens of Sin will be taken 
away ; for Chriit Jeſus is manitelt to away take Sin, and tobring 
in everlalling Righteouſneſs; ard its ke that takes away the 
burden of Sin from the Soul, and brings true Joy and Gladneſs 
into the Heart; fothe Opprellcd is ſet free, and the impriſoned 
and captivated Soul is redeemed from under the bondage of Cor- 
ruption and Captivity in ſpiritual Sodom and egypt , and now 
a Savieur is come, who is [trong and mighty, whoſe Name is 
called, The Lord our Righteouſneſs; and this holy Name is great 
in the midſt of us, whoſe Day 1s come, and coming ſwiftly to 
overtake the Wicked, aid overturn the Proud, that they may 
be broken before him, that his Name may be exalted over 
a!l, whoſe Name and Power will prevail, and is higher than the 
Leyil's Power, and will break his dominion of Sin and Wick- 
«nels, and lay it walte for evermore z for in it is no true Peace 
nor laiting Joy, nor true Content, bur altogether diſquietneſs, 


trouble and 1orrow, which never will have an end. And there- 
fore is Cinilt [clus come, whoſe Kingdom ſtands in Righteouſ- 
neſs, in Peace, aid heavenly and everlaſting Joy, which is the 
Kingdou of the Antient of days, which the invilible God is ſets 
ting up in thele larici days — his People, which is a King- 
dom of. Peace and Rizutcoutneſs' forever and ever; and the 


Judgment of C30 15 1er over the head of che Dragon, the old Ser- 
pent,aid over te caſts dominion, which ſhall weigh down all his 
Deceit ard Treactiery, and whatfoever rebels againſt the Power 
of the Lord God and the Lamb, this Judgment which is ſer 
ſhal! overtake it, and bruiſe it to Powder ; and the holy Domi- 
nion of Chriſt Jeſus, and his righteous Government, ſhall be ex- 
aited, which was before the Devil's kingdom of Sin and Tranf- 
greſſion was : And therefore Jook unto Jeſus, that he may lead 
and guide evcry one, who is the true Cgmforter of the Soul, and 
the only Upholder in the hour of Temptation, who hath begun 
the work in your Hearts, and will carry it on and finiſh it to his 
Praiſe and Glory, and he will bear us up atall times, and will 
be with us tothe end. And ſoall wait in lowlineſs of Mind, and 
in true ſubjeftion of Heart day by day upon the Lord, in the 


pure Light of Chriſt Jeſus, 2nd then: all that leads out the Mind 
D 2 from 


from its-true Stay will bs diſcerntd, and fo your inward ſecret 
Enemies will walite away, and fall before you, and they ſhall be 
conſumed, yea, all that fecretly do opprels the Soul, and 
cauſcth bitterneſs of Spirit, and anguiſh, and pain, and dif- 
couragments in vour daily Travail, theſe things [hall more and 
more be diicovered, a5 there 1s a patient waiting in the Light 
of Life in the inward parts; and this is the true ViRory 
through our Lord Jclus Chriſt, .which is obrained by Faith in him, 
and as all mind this work of Gad, and wait to be preſerved from 
day to day, in rhe increaſe of it, here every one comes to know the 
one Lord, one Faith and one Baptiſm, which Baptiſm is a deep My- 
ſtery to all out-{ide Proteliors of God and Chriſt Jeſus, at this 
day, whoarein the Tranſgreilion in the fall of the firſt Adam, 
where notbing 15 holy, nor clean, nor pure, but all finfal, and 
ſo all urder the Curle, and bears the Image of rhe firſt Man, who 
is of the Earthearthly, and in kim noman is juitifed before God, 
either in- Words nor AQtions, and ſuch know not the one Lord, 
which is rich toall that call upon him in Truth and Righteouſ- 
neſs, northe one B+ptiſm, which is the anſwer of a good Conſcience 
towards God, whereby the Heart is cleanſed, and the Contcience 
purified from dead works, to ſerve the living God. So that all 
may know this Work inwardly, and then the ſaving Faith, which 
gives dominion over the World, and the one Baprrſm, and one 
Lord all wil} come to the knowledge of, and ſo all wiil know Re- 
demptign from the Earth, 2nd ovt of the World of ſorrow, 
pain and gricf, into Chri!t, who ſaid, /» the World you ſhall have 
Trouble, but in me you ſhall have Peace, For Chrilt ]cſus is come, 
and calls his People out of this corryptivle World, and leads 
them forth into his own righceous Habitation, which is holy and 
clean,pure and undchiled before God and the Father : And ler all 
be watchful in this, and abide in this which is holy before God z 
and ſuch as have obtaiacd Life,” andare come to the knowledge of 
theſe weighty things, by the ReſurreCtion of ,Jeſns Chriſt from 
the dead, whois the immortal nnchangeable (rod, who is come 
near, and is-the Author of our Faith, which Faith is a Myſtery, 
- held-in a pure Conlcience ; which Faith, ſuch as are defiled and 
unrighteous know not : Now thatall may abide in the Faith of 
Jeſns, which, works by Love, , and all are to increaſe in Faith, 
and.grow.ſtrong inthe.Faith, and fo all will be ur.it.d together, 
and taltened together in one Body, by one Spirit, every one in 

wo his 


| [29] 
his place and holy order, in the body of Chriſt, which he is the 
Head of; and all Members that are of this Body, mult be quick- 
ned Members, .lively Members; none dead or uſeleſs, bur all 
alive, all yielding one to another in the Truth, none ſtubborn. 
this is the Word of Truth unto all, for if any ſuch be, they will 
be taken away, for ſuch bring forth no Fruit to Gods glory, 
no more thena Branch that abides not in the Vine, which is dry- 
ed up, and fo fit forthe Fire: So that all the Members of this 
Body may wait to be further prepared and fitted, that all may be 
faitened together in the Lord, and ſo all feed together, and 
drink together of the Bread of Life and Water of Life, and ſo 
come to know the Cup cf Bleſſing, which is the Communion of 


the Blood of Chriſt, and the Bread of [Life which is the Commu- 


nion of the Body of Chriſt, which is Meat indeed, and Drink 
indeed ; ard this is the ſubltance of all the Figures, which-is the, 
Life of Jeſus manifeſted in our mortal Bodies ; and all-that come 
to know this Life, and walk in the Light of it, have no need to 
follow men, who ſay, Lo here, and Lo there, but they follow 
Chriſt Jeſus in his own pure appeararce in themſelves, and feel the 
drawings of his heavenly Power and Spirit, which brings them 


ncar to God, and to his heavenly Kingdom and: Glory ; . andall 


that abide in Chriſt, having their minds retired tmto his Lighr,they 
are the true and living Members of his Body, Fleſh of his Fleſh, 
and Bone of his Bone : And unto you that are thus changed from 
the Corruptions of tht World, is the Way of Life opened, who 
are born agair'of incorruptible Seed, which Way is prepared of 
G-d for the ranſomed Ones, thar his Servants may ſerve him, 


| and walk with kim in the Regeneration, in his own way of Ho- 
lines, which is caſt up from all'the wayes of Men, in the Fall. 
' Ardlo dear Friends travel on, faith my Son}, in this pure way of 


Life, and fo all will*come up nearer and nearer to the Lord, 


' out of all Corrnptions and Defilements wharſpever,''into the 
antient fellowſhipof the Saints, and unto God the Jvdge of alt + 


And fo all youthat are baptized in the Name of the Lord,” who 
are waſhed in the River of [ndgm. nt from your Sins, and whoſe 
Hearts are made clean, ye know.the Name of the Lord, into 
which ye are baptized, and the Spirit which baptized you; ard 
this is the ſubſtance of Fobr's Baptiim; 'who was ſent from God 


} to baptize with Water. Ard. alt thag krqwy this-work of God 
; In the redemption cf their Souls; by. tlie 


ower ard Spirir of 
Jelus 


TJ 
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Tefus Chriſt, - they come to E ſatisfied in the things of God, 
which relate to their eternal Peace; and as they abide in Chriſt, 
who is the Life and Power, they come to be Pillars in the Houſe 
of God, and thall go forth na more, but the Throne of God-and 
of the Lamb ſhall be in the midſt of them, and the Fathers Name 
ſhall be written in their Fore-heads, and he that ſns upon the 
Throne ſhall dwell amongſt them, and he ſhall lead them co living 
Fountains of Water, and ſhall wipe away all Tears from their 
Eyes. So bleſſed are you that are baptized inthe Naine of the 
Lord, ye fhall be ſatisfied in the preſence of God, who is with 
all them that meet together in his Name ; for this is a deep Work 
which God tis bringing forth this day by his Almighty Power an@ 
Wiſdom, at which many are, and ſhall be aſtouilted ; for this 
isthat Promiſe. of the. Lord God, which of Old hath been ſpoken 
of, who is' now come to make an end of Sin, and bring in ever» 
laſting Righteouſneſs; and all that ſee this Plant of renown, 
which Gods right Hand hath planted, can ſay with my Sorl, Now 
* Sabvation come,' and Strength u come, and this s a Goſpel diy, and 
theſe be Goſpel times wherem we now live ;, for the laſting Diſpen- 
fation of Gods love to the Sons of Men is revealed, which is the 
firſt and the laſt, the beginning and the end, which is the Arnie 
fration of Life,, which was before Death was, and is over Death, 
and the power of ic, which is the ſame that was with God in the 
beginning, when he laid the Foundations of the Earth,and it chan- 
geth not, but is the ſame from Generation-to Generation ;- ard * 
all that are taught of God, and are under this Miniſtration,- are 
bleſſed and happy forever, who abide faithful in the Power and - 
Virtue of it, their underſtandings become more clearer to ſee  t 
over the loft World, and allits corruptible wayes, and Men and | E 
Women in them, who are like to Perilh by Multitudes, except © -þ 
they Repeat. . G 
And now, dearly beloved Friends, as this Life ſprings in you, ſo * -G 
let all give hecd toits Motion in all its ariſings, and fo all wiil | fe 
know its dominion and power in every heart,to ſubdue all the un- th 
righteous Motions of the ſpirit of this World ; and this is the true  ol« 
” FTravailof the ſoul, and-hertis the cauſe of true and heavenly joy, -Ag 
and ſuch come to have the Harps of God, and to ſing the Song of | W 
Moſes and of the Lamb, whoſe ſoulsare redeemed from the Earth, | fot 
and from under the Curſe, and-here is a ſweet Harmony among” his 
the Saints, making Melody in their hearts,and ſinging with Grace” day 
unto. 


[ 
unto the Lord, whoſe pure Palance isin the midſt of his Peopls 
this day 3 and this is. a joyful Sound that's now heard in our Habi- 
tations; for God himſelf is with us, and he is our God, and we 
will ſerve him and worſhip him day and nightin his Temple; and 
truly where this joy ſprings ig any Soul, its better than the joy of 
any corruptible thingz tor that will paſs away, but the joy of 
Heaven is everlaſting. And fo, bleſſed are all that have Unity 
with this Power and taving Life, which redeems from Death and 
endleſs Sorrow, which is the cauſe of the Saints joy ; for behold 
what Travail and inward bowed-downels, and ſecret Grief and 
Mourning is the portion of the Soul, until it meet with the beloved, 
who is its Comtorter in all its Tryals, Travails and Temptations, 
and begets in it true Conſolation, and makes-it flouriſh like'n 


| »- £4 a es. in. 


Herb, and fills it with fatnz{s, and pours forth faving Health into 

it, and heals it of its bruiſes and wounds, and makes it ſing Praiſes 
» unto him. And ſo God is now come to be admired at in his Saints, 
w and all rhat believe in him, both ſmall and great. And o, all you 
4 true begotten Children, who are of the ſeed Immortal, feel in- 
N wardly a nearneſs untothe Lord,and travel on in theWy of Life, 
ie where all may be preſerved from day to day, that alt may' feel in 
th them a ſ{ccret dependance upon the Lord : And this isthe ſare 
h, Building; for here you have the ſeal of the Foundation of 
he God, even your Acceptance with him; and truly Friends, there 
n- never wasa more needful time than now to be-watchful; for Ged 


rd © hasbeenat work, breaking down and plucking up, and fitting and 
re preparing the ground for the ſowing the Seed of his heayenty 
nd > Kingdom ; and now through much labour, travel and wifdom is 
ſee © the Seed come to ſpring, and the openings of Life are unto its 
and * Branches, asthe early and latter Rain, whereby its tenderneſs is 
cept © Preſerved, and now Innocency is coming up, Praiſes tothe Lord 
God forever. And therefore letall be watchfyl in thePowergf 
1, ſo © -God, and ſtand in- the Light; for there is # fecret_Enemy oe 
wiil ſeeks to betray the Innocency of your Minds, and ſeeks to hinder 
- un- | theproſperity of the work of Ged in your Hearts; and this is the 
-rrue old Adverfary of the Son], which hath darkned the Creation from 
joy, "Age to Age, and betrayed People from God, and from e 
ng of \ Wiſdom, unto himſelf, and-into the Wiſtom of the World;”'a 
arth,} fo that all may watch againſt him'in'the Light of Chrti, where 
ongſt? his fabtilties are diſcerned, and his Myſterious Workings infils 
Grace: 'day areſcen, 2nd nothing doth fabdectiim butthe Power of ; 
unto; an 


SN 
ard that chains down 21] his Care :nnd Rops: all his Floods of 
Tempiations; And fo ali will be preferv*d as they keep upon their 
Watch, and willreign over him m the dominion 07 Chaiſt Jeſus, 
and here is the place of ſafety, my Friends. 

Dear Brethrenand Sift trs in the Covenant of Ged,- who have 
received the Attonement by Jeſus Chriſt, who hath gathercd us 
from the barren Mountains and Hills of Deſolation, where tlic 
blackncls of the night of Apoſtzcy was oven us, in which war Cer- 
ing [tate we weremoſt miſerable; tor we'had 1:ot the k1.owledge 
of the. Way of God, but were aliogether Garkned, and without 
Form, until the Lord -God in the Kiches of lis Love cid make 
ts glorious Light from Heaven to ſhine into our dark hearts, 
, Which let us {ce opr undone ſtate; when lorrow aud deep trou- ' 
, ble did compals vs about on-every hand; when we had no, voyce 
. of joy within our-Dwellings, or glednefs witt.in-our Habitations, 
but heavineſs of heart from day today, aud fccret fears and tears, 
Mourning after Mourning and then the Lord God brovght us 
_ Into a feeling after him... pv; | 
-- And now behold, O my Brethren-'; with what manner of Loye 
the Father bath loyed ps, whom he. hath made Objects of his Pity, 
and Monuments of his Mercy, - who hath ſought us out ans found 
vs, as a Shepherd ſearcheth out his Sheep in-the day when he ſeck- 
eth after them, and hath brought us-into his own holy Mointain, ' 
which is a ſure dwelling, where the poor and needy are refrejhed, | 
and where the weary find Reſt... And now our Land enjoys her 
Sabbaths, : and. Peace is within our Habitations, and the ſhining * 
of Glory and heavenly Beanty is within our Dwellings, and the © 
Darkneſs of the Night. and the. Evening Clonds are paſling + 
away, and the clear Day isariſing, as the Morning ſpread upon * $7 
the- Mountains, and the Dew of the laſting Hills are coming down Þ gj 
upon the little Heritage of God this day, who, have right tothe © gþ 
| Bleſſing with faithful ; Abraham, and this Bleſſing of God is the ® yyj 
Comfort of the Redcemed of the Lord, and their daily Strength, '! g, 
even the Bleſling of God, which made Feſeph in old time as a very ' ge; 
fruitful Bough; and frengthened his Bow againſt all the Wiles of: gf 
theDeyil,who was found taithful to God in ten Temptations ; and þej 
\now.this Bleſſing which came upon the head of 7o/eph, and upon! go 
;the crownof the head of him. that way ſeparated from-his Brethren,| C1, 
now the ſeed of Abraham, who are of his Faith in Chriſt Jeſus, par- be. 
take of | Abraharr's Righteouſneſs and Joſeph's Bleſſings, whichy 

or” 
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doth give ns ſtrength from day today to overcotne the wicked One, 
pf 3 8nd allthat are come to Redemption by Chriſt Jeſus, and: are in 
ic - theFaith which is the Gift of God; they aretrue Children and 
$3 Heirs, according to the Promiſe, and they are the Jfrael of 

God, who are of the Spirit, and love Righteouſneſs, and can 
{> rejoyce over Babylon; the Mother of Harlots, who are begottert 
vs * untoGod, and are of Fernſalem which is above, which is free from 


ie al Uncleanneſs, and is the Mother of us all; and fo Ifrael may 
- rejoyce, which is after the Spirit, who are the Circumcilion made 
z© _ without hands, the fore-skih of whoſe Hearts is taken away by 


ul the operation of the Spirit of God, and fo are quickned by the 
ke Lord Jeſus, who is aquickening Spirit, and are made to ſit toge- 
ts,  therin heavenly places in Chrilt, and are baptized into him, and 
w- haveteVowſhip with him in his-Sufferings, being made conforma- 
ce ble by his Power, ard planted with him in the likeneſs of his 
5, Death, we ſhall have part with him in his Glory, and fo put on 
r*> | Chriſt, that all may bear his Image, who when he was reviled, re» 
us  vilednot again, who was as a Lamb dumb before the Shearer; andall 
that are baptized with this Baptiſm, pur on, as theeleCt of God 
We * Bowels of Love, Meeknef, Humblenefs of Mind, Patience, Long- ſuf= 
Ys 3 fering, Forbearing ,one another ; and fuch krow Chriſt to- be © 
nd © headof all Principalities and Powers, who was before all things, 
cK- 2} andby him all things conſiſt, who is the Foundation of the Pro» 
10, 2 phets and Apoftles, , which was the Prophets Teacher and Wiſc 
<Q, . dom; and is the Saints Wiſdom this day z ard this isan Original, 
her + which was before Languages, Tongues and Speeches were for 
Ing this Original was with God before the World was formed; axd 
the * by him was all things made that weremade; and this is he wha 
ling & came into the World in the fullnefs of time, according to the 
pon bi Scriptures, who dyed for our Sins, and roſe again for our uſt ification, 
WI ” whos a Prieft forever after the Order of Melchizedeck, who hath 
The 7 obtained an Everlaſting Prieſthood, becauſe he abideth forever, 
the * who hath a Name given him wt:ich is above every Name that is 
8th, named, that all might fear him who made Heaven and Earth, the 
ver} ©: Seas and Fountains of V ater; for he is King of Kings and Lord 
£5 OL} of Lords, and now 1ſ--el may rejoyce and li:t vp their heads, who 
 and' believe in their hearts in the Lord Jeſus, who are Witneſſes that 
1POR” God hath raiſed him from the dead ; and fo with joy can the true: 
reM{Church, the 1f-al of God ſay, Unto us a Child is born; unto a 4 
on on is given, and the Government 13 upon bis Shoulders, and be 1s worthy 
;hich! E 


doth: 


4 
#f the Name of WONDERFUL CONSELLOR, the Mighty God, 


hid down his Life for vs, that through Death he might deſtroy 


him that had the Power of Death, which is the Devil, and deliver - 


them who tor fear of Death, were all their life time ſubje&t to 
Bondage, who hath broken down the middle Wall of Partition 
that was between God and us, and*®%ath cauſed Light to break 
forth in Darkneſs, in which glorious Light our fellowſhip ſtands, 
where the Saints ſociety and fellowſhip ſtood in old time, where 
they were formerly fertled as a Houſe built upon a Rock, and 
eſtabliſhed in the Power and Lite, inthe Light of Jeſus Chrilt, 
where nothing could ſtand between Ged & their ſouls to ſeparate 
them from him, neither can any thing ſtand here to ſeparate one 


the Everlaſting Father, and the Prince of Peace, who is our Shepherd ® 
and Biſhop, and :our great Law-givery who is able toſave and to | 
deſtroy, and when the Body is dead, is ableto caft into Hell, who \. 


from another, but wherber Jew or Gentile, Male or Female, Bond | 


or Free, we are all ene in Chriſt Feſus, in whom we bave Redemption 


through his Blood, even the Forgiveneſs of Sins, that henceforth we ' 
ſhould net\live to our ſclues, but to Chriſt that dyed for us, and roſe again 


that we might ſhine as Lights inthis dark, World. 
.- Ando, dear Friends, live in the Truth, and take up the daily 


Croſs; without which none can be Diſciples of Chriſt; and let 


Self inall things be denyed; that the Salvation of God may purely 
be known in every foul; for ro man can come to Gods Salvation 


but as be bows his heart to the Power that reveals it. Therefore: 
all that are Young, 1 exhort and counſel you in the name and fear | 


x7 


of God, as youareconvinged in your Conſciences of the ſpiritual ' 


Appearanceof Chriſt Jelas, and being come to a ſight of your} 
own Conditions, by the ſhiningof his heavenly Light within you, ; 
who arecome to ſec a Reſtraint irom atual Trantg:eſſions, and ſo" 
the Branchies'of the evil Tree arecut down, wait te ſec the Root | 


s 
& 


_ 


ef the'T ree- deſtroyed; for Friends, there mult be a farther work; 


than a-Convincement, or a Profeſſion of the Truth : And there- 
fore all muſt come to the Power, tothe Ax that's laid to the Root 
of theevil Tree, that the Ground may be changed, that the Luſts| 
may be deſtroyed, that there may not be in any of you a luſtful 
Heart after any; Iniquity ; it ſo, then you will torget God, not+ 
withſtanding your Ptofeſlion ; for mark what the Apoſtle ſaid to! 
the Chriftiasin the days of old, 7ake heed (ſaid he) /-ft rhire be 
in any one of you an evil Fleart of w:belief in departing from the | ving 
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God. So the heart muſt be chang'd,otherwiſe yon will comethort of 
the Kingdom, although you may be one in Profeſſion with ys. . Fox 
confider 1ſ-act of old, after they came out of «Eg ypr, they ſuffered 
in them an evil Heart of Un'\cliet ; and the Word preacht did not 
profit, becaule it was not mixed with Faith in them that heard it, 
and this was the cauſc cf their ſorrow, who were overthrown it 
the Wilderncſs, who lulted after evil things. 

So row, all that are come fo near as to, be convinced of the 
Truth, and to be one with us in Profeilion, that you may ſtand 
in the pure Light of Lite, in which as you itand, all the Works 
of Darkneſs will be made manifeſt, ard the iccaret Luſts in the 
heart diſcerned; anu fo dcliriftion from the Lord will come 


; ypon that part which Juſteth after Evil, ard you will come to- 


the Fourdztion which God hath laid, to that holy Sced which 
s incorruptible, and here your Sins will be coveree, ard buried 
down by the Baptiſm of the hcly Ghoſt into death ; and fo you 
will come beyond a bare Proteſlion, into the Power of the Truth, 
which Power deltroys the Devil and his work : and by this pure 


- Power of God that profeiling ſpirit will be caſt out, ' which hath 
firten in- the Temple of God, which comes no farther than a 


Profellion, and keeps the Creature in Tranigreſlion. 

Now, beloved Friends, here hath been the . In let of Deceit 
from Generation to Generation amonglit the Sors of men;z for 
this cvil ſpirit firſt inticeth the Mind to evil, and begets Lufts 
in the Heart, : ard when it prevails fo far, it leads into. the aft of 
Sin, ard yet holds faſt to a profeſſion of God and Chriſt ; Here 
con.e+ man's loſs, when his mind goes after this falſe fpirit, he 
follows tlie old” Murderer of mankind, who draws forth the 


" Kind after him, by bis allurements, into falſe Pleaſures, and 


earthly Delights; and ſo upon thele barren Mountains, and in 

this deſolate Wilderneſs he deſtroys the Soul, and to cover his 

treachery, ſpreads a fair Profeſſion over all; and a company of 
Prieſts in old time came fo far as this, who conſented together 

by the way, in that unrighteous Nature,to murder the Innocent ; 

and this profeſling Spirit hath deceived Nations, and held forth 

the out-lide profeſſion of God to the Children of men, ſometimes 

in one Form, and ſometimes in another.. 

Now that all young convinced People, and all others that profeſs 
the Truth, may love the Lord, and walk in the way of his Judg- 
ments, and come to tryal w- ſearchbefore the Lord, yy 
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- ſame Spirit will ſeek to cover it ſelf under a profeſſion of the 
{ {Truth in this Generation; and whereſoever any come ſhort that # 


ofeſs Truth, in performing their duty to the Lord, its not | 


or want of a Canvincement, but for want of Obedience, and 


for lack of Watchfulneſs, and abiding in the Light; and fo ' 


- 


though thou mayit be convinced, yet the Deſtroyer may betray 


thy Soul, and hardneſs of Heart may ſpring up in thee again ; 


But as thou abideſt faithful ro the Lord thy God, in thy meaſure, *' 


given thee of him, all the Deceitof the Devil will be diſcovered, 
as I ſaid before, and a tender-hearted ftate thou wilt feel within 


thee, and that will be thy delight day by day, as the weighty | 


Power of God breaks forth in thee, which melts thee down into 


ats Life, and ſo thou becomeſt a tender Plant before thy heaveply :- 


Father ; herethou becomelt a trane member of the body of Chriſt, 
and art in unity with all the true begotten Children, who are of 
- the Light, and of the Day ; and thy delight will be more and 
more to be watchful, and thou wilt take heed to thy way, leſt 
thy Foot at any time ſhould go aſide out of the Path of Life, yea, 
thou wilt be deſirous to know thy Feet ſhod with the preparation 
of the Goſpel of Peace; Oh! thou' wilt prize thy time, and 
count even the Hours that thou ſpendeft, that thou Inayſt fre the 


* time redeemed : And ſothy ſecret cry will be before the Lord | 
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for daily ſtrength, knowing that of thy ſelf thou canſt do no- ' 


_ And now, thon that haſt eſcaped the Pit, and art redeem- | 
ed fro 


m the ſnare of the Deſtroyer, and thy travel is in the Way 
of Life, though the old Enemy may preſent his Temptations, 
and cunning Allurements;todraw thee out of thy ſubjeCtionto the 
Power, yet thou art preſerved, and many times beyond th 
thoughts, doth the Lord work for thy preſervation, and this doth 


| 


ingage thee ſtill to be obedient to the Power of God ; and when | 
this work of Regeneration is begnn, behold what Combats with ' 


this ſpiritual Adverſary * What itrivings inwardly? what Panpgs 7 


take hold of the poor Creature ? even as a Woman in trayail 
for her firſt Born, when the Lord God kindles a Fire in the Earth, 
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and when he comes with his Sword to divide between the preci- ' 
ous andthe vile, when he brings his day upon the Proud, that | 
* burns like an Oven, which ſets the Heavens on Fire, and meks | 


the Elements with fervent heat, which conſumes the Droſs-aud 


Tin, and reprobate Silver ; and ſo in mercy looks epon loſt man, 
andin his love and pity redeems him, aud forms him for higuſelf | 
. to | 
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to ſhew forth his praiſe ; and this the true Birth brought forth 
through much Travail and godly Sorrow, which works Repen- 
tance unto Life, and this is the Birth of the Morning, unto which 
the Light reacheth, and upoa which the Sun ariſeth, which is be- 
gotten of God, and quickned by his Spirit, and ſo comes forth 
out of the dead corruptible Womb of the Earth, into Life by 
Jeſus Chrilt; and this Birth doth experience the deep Work of 
God, and paſſeth through the ſhaking of the old Heaven, and the 
old Earth, where all the trouble, fears and doubtings are, and 
where nothing of that old, profeſling and corrupt Nature, begot- 
ten of the ſinful Spirit upon the Bed of talle eaſe,can ſtand,though 
never ſo high in ourt-lide profeſſion of God and Chriſt. And thou 
being thus redeemed, and ſaved from thy Sins, art now come to 
wait for daily Bread at the hand of thy heavenly Father, whoopens 
to thee when thou knockſt,and gives unto thee when thou doſt ask, 
and is found of thee when thou leekeſt him in the ſpringings of his 
own day within thee ; earlythou inquireſt after him,Oh! thou ſhalt 
never want, the Lord will always be thy Portion, and thy exceed- 
ing great Reward, who iS become an everlaſtingCovenant,made to 
py and to his Secd forever ; and thou breathing Birth now 
knowelſt the true fear of the inviſible God, which is placed in 
thy Heart, not taught by the Precepts of men, but purely 
wrought in thee by the Lord, who ſaid, 1will place my Fear im 
their Hearts, and they ſhall not depart from me. And all manner of 


-*Uncleannels is abomination to thee, and now behold what pure 
"Praiſes over all ariſeth to the Lord from his own begotten, for its 


hisown Work that praiſeth him, and declares his Glory : And 
therefore you tender People;whom the great God hath ſought ont 
and gathered to himſelf in thefpringing of his glorious day, fear 
not, though as S:on*s Mourners, the Lord will comfort you, for 
he is with us, who was with his People in the dayes of Old, even 
from their Womb to their tender years, who bare them as on 
Eagles Wings, and brought them to himſelf, and was a Father 
unto them, and carried them on, all the dayes of Old, and:led 
them through the Deep, as in the Wildernels, that they ſhould 
not ſtumble, to get himſelf a glorious Name, who ſaid, When 
old Age and gray Hairs are upon thee, 1 will not forſake thee. © So if 
Mourning may be thy portion for a time, while many Froubles 
and Exerciſes compaſs thee abour, yet fear not, though the Ene- 


my who by his power of Darkneſs would oppreſs thee, to aſe 
thee 


$7] | | 

thee to faint by the way, he EF never prevail orer thee, if thou # | 
art faithful to the Lord, but the Lord will give thee Power to | 
lay aſide every Weight, andthe Sin that doth ſo ealily beſet thee, | » 
and run with patience the Race that's ſet before thee, ard | ; 
ſill watch againſt the motions of Sin, that may war in thy Þ } 
Members, - which ſeeks to lead into Captivity again, unto. the © | 
Law of Sin and Death, and ftand in the dominion over that part | | 

- that would receive the Temptation of the Enemy, and thy | 
Land will be at reſt, and enjoy her Sabbaths, and thy Habitation * « 
will be full of Joy, as a Land redeemed from Unrighteouſneſs, * , 
which cauſed it ro mourn, and was as adeſolation; but now thy | 1 
Land is plowed up, and tilled and ſown, and is as a Garden | t 
waiting for the Rain that cometh often upon it, which cauſeth ? 1 
the Seed ſown in it to ſpring, and ſothou becomeſt as a frnitful * 1 
Tree planted in the Garden of God, which receives nouriſhmeng | t 
. from on High, and is as a Tree planted by the Rivers of Water, | ' 
- thatbrings forth Fruit in due ſeaſon, whereby God is glorified, | 1 
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and his great Nameexalted; andall ſuch tender Hearts will be 
kept bumble, low and broken befofe the inviſible powerful 
God, feeling his dread and power over them daily; - And here 
all wait for the Motions of Life, that by it they may be renewed 
in the Spirits of their minds, and fo are kept freſh and lively, 
inwardly, as Olive-branches, and ſuch are received into the 
Houſeof the Lord, where they ſit together at his heayenly Tahle, 

” whoare the true Gueſts that have obeyed the Invitation and Call 
of God, whoare invited to the Marriage-Supper of the Lamb, 
who ſit down firſt in the loweſt Room, until the Maſter of the 
Houſe fay unto them, Friends, go wp higher. 

And (o my dear Brethren and Sifters, with whom my Soul 
feels a true unity in the Faith, and whoſe travail is my travail, 
and your ſorrow is my ſorrow, and your joy is my joy, I beſcech 
youall abide in this tow Valley of Humility, for here my Soul is 
refreſhed with you, and here is ſafety and a ſuredwelling, anda 
quiet reſting place. And that Spirit which would compaſs the 
Mountains, and live looſely in the Wilderneſs, will he tyed and 
bound, as Facob*s Prophecy includes the wild Aſſes Colt, which 
muſt be bound tothe choiceſt Vine, for whoſoever goes after 
that Spirit becomes like unto it, airy, light and vain, and may 
gather much into the Comprehenſion, and ſtand decked as 2 

' painted Harlot, but ſurely that Spiris joyns net to the Lord : 
ſo: 


ſo that all may try the Spirits in choſe dayes, for it was a word 
ſpoken in due ſealon in the days of Old, by a faithful Servant and 
Miniſter of Chriſt, when that Myſtery of-Iniquity began to 
work, he exhorts the Churches of Chriſt, rs ery che Spirier. So 
as all keep to the Power of the Lord in the Light, they will be 
kept in a weighty ſenſe of the ſame, and by it they will be in- 
ſtruſted indeed, and led in the clear Way of Life, in which all 
will be tryed, judged and weighed, and all things manifeſted 
and revealed, be it never ſo ſecret; the Light and glorious rilings 
of the day of the Lord, declares all the Thoughts, Words and 
Actions, and by following the leadings of the true Light, are 
many brought to know the Truth, which is Chriſt Jeſus, who is 
the ſame, yeſterday, today and forever, who is the Foundation 
which God hath laid, which ſtands ſure, the way to the Father, 
whoſe eternal Power and Virtue works out all Tranſgreſſion in 
the Heart, as its believed and obeyed; and by his Power and 
Virtue the whole Hearts comes to be cleanſed, as a little Leaven 
leavens the whole Lump; and this is the means which God hath 
ordained for the ſaving of the Soul, and all that come to him, and 
believe in his Appearance, who is the brightneſs of his Fathers 
Glory, the true Light of men, they bave part in him, who is the 
ReſurreCtion and the Life, who is the firlt and the laſt, and the 
ſecond Death ſhall have no Power over them, and by this we know 
he is alive, though put to Death in the fleſh without the Gates of 
alem above lixteen hundred years ago, who hath quickned our 
al Bodies, and now ' his Miniſtration is in force, who is a 
ening Spirit, a ſure Teacher that cangor be removed into a 
orner; and bleſſed are all that are come to know this Teacher, 
that hath obtained an Everlaſting Prieſthood and an Everlaſting 
Name, though wicked Men inten/ed to extinguiſh the very Re- 
membrance of him by crucifying him upon the Croſs, and did as 
much as in them lay to beget a Perpetual D.{-eſteem of him in the 
Hearts of all People, by platting a Crown of Thorns vpon his 
Head, and by Spitting in his face and Buffetting him; yet he hath 
obtained an Everlaſting Name, and there is an Everlaſting Re- 


| membrance of him, according to the determination of the Father 


among his Saints and People, whoſe Body was broken tot. us, as 
he ſaid unto his Diſciples, figuring'out to them by breaking of 
Bread and taking the Cup, how his Body ſhould be broken. 'So 
hs is the true Bread that comes down from tieaven, which is the 

lubſtance 


ſubſtance of the Figure; and all that know him come in Spirit, ar d 
are faithful to him, know the breaking of the true Bread, and the 
drinking of the true Cup, which is the Communion of his Body 
and Blood, which. gives Life to the Soul; ' and thus hath God 
ordained for his People forever, as the Miniſtration is unchange- 
able, ſo the Ordinance is unchangeable; and this is beyond the 
carnal Ordinance, which periſh with the uſing, 

So now, all are to wait in the Power, Vertue and Strength of 
this heayenly Bread, for the Renewings of the ſame day by day, 
and this is the way for all to be truly ſatisfied and Paid in a ſure 
dependance upon the Lord; for here js no want, and where there 
is nothing wanting, there is a great Bleſſing : And truly there is 
nothing comparable to this Treaſure, to have the heart filPd with 
the Bleſſing of God ;, this is the hidden Treaſure, no man knows 
this but ſuch as receive it, its as the White Srone wherein'the New 
Name is,& we have this Treaſure inEarthen Vi ſſels,that the Excellency 
of the Power may be known to be of God, and not of us; and all ſuch as 
believe in the Record that God hath given of his Son, are they that 
are Heirs of the Kindom, prepared for them before the Founda- 
tion of the World, being come to the New- Teſtament, which is 
in force; and all that are not come to the New-Teſtament to 
know its Miniſtration, and the powerful operation of itin their 
Hearts, are not the true Children, nor Heirs of the Kingdom of 
God; forall that are Heirs of the Kingdom mult know the New 


by the power and ſpirit of Chriſt Jeſus; and then they cr 


know the Power and Life of the Son of God in the Reſurret 


Birth, and becomeas little Children brought forth into Innocengyg- 
of their ſouls, as they are awakened out of the deep fleep Þ 


and Death, and ſo ariſe out of the Duſt of the Earth, all ſich be- 
come Children of God, and come to ſhake rhemſelves from the 
Duſt, and put on their beautiful Garments, ſo that all may be 
clothed with Life and Immortality, and ariſe and ſhine, . for the 
true Light is come ; thy Glory and Beauty, O Szon ! is come, bl: f- 
fed are thy Children forever and ever; - for the Lord God is 
their Comforter, yea, Morning after Morning he lifts vp the 
Light of his Countenance upon them, ard his holy Arm guides 
thy Sons and Daughters: O bleſſed People ! fear not, its he 
that ſupports you in all Temptations, Tryals and Exerciſes; Oh ! 
let nothing ſtand within you that may oppoſe the Love of God or 


kinder the ſprings of Life from flawing forth to your ſouls x for 
truly 
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truly the Lord waits to be gracious unto you more and more z 
and as all is broken down that oppoſeth the Power of God within, 
ſo unto all will Life flow forth as a living ſtream. And ſo, dearly 
beloved Friends, 1ct us all ſtand over the Temptations and Snares 
of the Devil, and feel in our Souls the Power and Dominion of. 
our beloved, which 1s that which gets the Vitory ; and fo we 
ſhall be. preſerved clean and (potleſs to our God unto the end, as 
wedaily wait in the Aſfurance of this righteous Plant planted in 
our Souls, which brings forth for us the precious Fruits of Peace 
and Joy; andas we travel on in the Way of Life, here we may 
reſt our ſelves under theſe holy Branches, and find a pure renew- 
ing. of our ſtrength z and ſo we ſhall ran and not be weary, and 
walk and not faint. G 

So the Lord God of Heaven and Earth keep you all, my dear 
Brethren and Siſters, and open unto your Breathing Souls more 
and more, that you may all drink daily at the Rivers of his plea- 
fure, and as his Lambs and little Ones all may be born up at all 
ſeaſons, and carried on to the ſure Feld; and let-my Father cauſe 
the Bowels of his Pity to flow forth towards you all, and letethe 
God of my ſtrength be with you all, .ſaith my ſoul, who are 
Travellers with me; and in all your ſecret Encounters with your 
Souls Adverſary, let the Lord cover you with his Power, and 
overſhadow you with his Glory, and give you Dominion, that we 
may travel together ina holy Society, .and inthe antient Goſpel 
fellowſhip ſtill preſſing towards the mark of the price of the high 


calling of God in Chrift Jelus; that. when theſe Bodies of ours 


ſhall go to their long Home, - we. may have Conkidence in the Lord 
in that day, that onr Souls may befilled with heavenly Aſſurance, 
in being joyned tothe Lord in his everlaſting Covenant of Light 
and Life, . that for evermore we may ſing.of his Mercies, and offer 
up living Praiſes to him that lives forever, who is over all in Hea- 
ven and in-Earthy to whont be Glory and Honour for .evermore, 
Amen. | 
Your dear Friend and Fellow-Traveller in the Way of Truth, , 
and Fellowſhip of the Goſpel, 
R, S. 


F { Friends , 
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FRIENDS; 
Ow if any profeſſing the Truth of God ſhould grow careleſs in their 
Travail, and let deadaeſs come over their Hearts, and a F ail 
ever their Underſtandings, the Power of Darkneſs will rule and reign 
over them again. Now there 18 a Power that quickens and keeps alive to 
God,” and ſearches the Heart daily, and keeps the*Creature in a true 
ſenſe of his own ſtate and condition ; . and there is a Power which 
quickens wot to God, but leads into Darkyeſs and Dryneſs, and clouds 
and vail the Underſtanding, ſo that if a manor woman be not continu- 
ally watchful, this Spirit will enter into the Heart, and then the Creature 
loſeth the-ſenſe of his Condition ; and thu i the Spirit of the Prince of 
Darkneſs which now ruleth in the Children of Diſobedience, which leads 
into Diſobediense where now it rules \, and whoſoever have profeſſed the 
Truth, and are gone fromit, who had any taſte of it, «ts becauſe they 
row careleſs, as l{rael did, after they came out of the Land of Fgypt, 
444 the ſenſe of the Preſence of God comes tobe loſt, and ſothe Heart 
goes againimtothe Earth ;, and being without the ſenſe of Gods Preſence, 
the former Luſts and vile Aﬀettions come again to live, which formerly 
were ſlain, and having in meaſure taken them captive, whoſe Captives 
they were for lack of Obedience and Warckfalneſ, ſuch bow dow under 
the Priſeners, and fall under the flain; and ſuch as loſe the Lis of 
the pathering Spirit (which gathered all that obey it, inone, and tobe 
- of one Heart, and one Mind, and to bear with one another, and forgive 
one another, that the Truth may-proſper in particular, and in general, 
ſuch) wilt give occaſion and take occaſion, and ſo endeavour to make 
Rents and Diviſions, and get into Parties and ſingular Perſwaſions, and 
abſent from ths Body ; ſurely all ſuch Praftices the Spirit of Holineſs, 
which keeps from the Pollutions of the World, judges and condemns, 
and is utterly againſt that which would make Diviſions m the Church ; 
And therefore whoſoever is concerned, who hath let inthat old ſeditious 
contentions Spirit, I warn them inthe Name of the Lord God of Heaven 
and Earth, [That by the Spirit of Love and Meekneſs, which is the 
Spirit of the Lamb that gathers together, and keeps all that are obedien 
unto it, that by that Spirit they may ſpeedily judge down that Spirit © 
Contontion, otherwiſe they will dwell ina dry Land, and they will com 
ſhort of the purchaſed Poſſeſſion, and Land of Promiſe, and Reſt, whic 
1s prepared for the faithful, whoſe Hearts are full of the Love of God 
which keeps them in true Love and Fellowſhip one with another : And 
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who are careleſs in thu day, who have received a Lamp, and could ſay, 
That they were planted in the Garden of God, and are become 
dry: Oh. my Soul takes up a Lamentation for you, and mourns in 
ſecret for that innocent Birth that thou haſt ſeen ready to dye: Oh? 
my Brother, and my Companion, «hich ſometimes didft feel the pleaſant 
Showers coming down from above upon thy Tabernacle ! why is it now 
with-held from thee? Oh! why hath man cauſed thee to ſuffer by his 
| Diſobedience ? Again ariſe thou Seed of JacoD, take to thee thy 
| Threſhing Inſtrument, and beat the Mountains to Duſt, and the Hills to 
_ | Chaff: Oh! come away, ſaith my Soul, baſten out of the Land if 
4 Corruption and Filthineſs, thou Serd of the Covenant ! - Many Tra- 
f | velersare iraveling from City ts City, and from Country to Country, 
i, | for thyſake, that thow mayſt be comforted: Oh! how bath the Lard. 
's | peared? how hath be many times ſcattered the Clouds that thou mayſt 
ſee the Sun, and hath man and woman been pitileſs of thee, and fhewed 
no Mercy? Surely be ſhall have Fudgment witheut Mercy, that ſhewed 
re || 1 Mercy: What ! hath man pitied Babylon's Childrenthat ſhould 
oe, | have been ſlain, and thou ſuffer ? Oh ! the wimerciful merftgho have 
_ fallen a ſleep when there was good Seed ſown, and lit the Enemy coms in 
oy whilſt they ſlept, and ſow Tears amongſt the Wheat ? Oh! Return, 
dey | J* foft Sheep of the Fouſe of Irael! for yet there i hope, there is yet 
of (* day ; if ye will remember, and call to mind when ye were inthe Fas | 
thers Houfe ſurely for the ſake of the innocent Birth that hath ſuffered 
"+. | 1 Dave had a ſore Travel upon my Spirit many dayes, and for the clear« 
*1 mg of my Conſcience in the ſi; of God us thu written, that whoſoever 
nake bath profeſt the Truth ang loſt the ſenſe of their Conditions, may remems» 
ang Nr their firft Love, that the Heavens may rain down upon them, and the. | 
$1 ſs Earth may bring forth Righteouſneſs, that Jacob may flouriſh, . and 
rs, frael may encreaſe ai the Stars of Heaven, yea, that the Kingdoms 
web ;Þf this World may becomethe Kingdoms of the Lord and of his | 
-rcough-irilt; that he may reign forever and ever : Surely my Soul can ſpeak, + 
event 15 goodneſs of the Lord in the Land of the Living, and with thoſe 
- the Dar praiſe the Lord this day, my Soul ſaith, Praiſes and Thanks be 
edientÞi%*" and Strength, and Honour, and Glory, and Bleſſing be unto the 
ray amb, whom we Worſhip, and Magnifie, and Bow before, and caſt al 
Il cont Crowns befers hs Throne, who by us is preached, who 1 the Founda- 
| hich” of the Houſe which the Lord 1s building, and them who build upon |, 
14> their Building will remain as the Fqundation remains, which will 
t be burnt, but will abide the Fire in the day of the Lord. Written 
1.2 Servant of the Lord, in oþcUience to the Spirit of Truth; which * 
acs out of Sin, intoall Truth, - ao 
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A Loving Salutation and Exhortation to | 
the Children of Light, who are born 


again of the Seed Immortal. 


—— 
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He dear Salutation of my Love reacheth unto you, and my 
Life is bound up in the heavenly Fellowſhip and Unity of 

Life with you all, who have ſeen the Travail of your Souls in the 
New-birth, and are come to ſee the rending of the Vail that ſome- 
times was over you, who are brought out of Darkneſs into his 
marvellous Light, wherein you now wait upon the living God to 
feel the divine Virtue and heavenly Life of the Immortal Seed, 
unto whom all the Promiſes of God are yea and amen,unto eternal 
Life, in ghom we have Redemptian through his Blood, even the 
Forgiveneſs of ſins, in whoſe Light is Eternal Life, and all that 
live, and abide, and walk therein, they come to receive the bleſ- 
{xd Showers of the Dew of Life, which comes down as the Dew 
vpon the Morning Graſs, and as ſhowers to water the Earth, and 
hereby you are made asa well watered Garden, and blefſed from 
ſeaſon to ſeaſon, and are planted in the Lords holy Mouutain, 
where you may become fruitful from day to day, and from year to 
year, and grow and ſhoot forth your Branches more and more 
through the Incomes of the tender Love-of God, being gathered 
and planted by him, and become his Vineyard, Oh ! that we may 
grow up to his Praiſe, and be a People forever to his Glory, and 
watch truly and faithfully in his divine Lighr,that his eternal Arm 
we may feel to preſerve our Souls from day to day, and always 
live in a ſenſe of what we were in out loſt undone eſtate, before 
our God did find ns out, and gather us from the barren deſolate 
Hills and Mountains, where we were involved in the thick Dark- 
neſs, and ſcattered from the true Fold, as Sheep without a Shep 
herd; and this.is Godseternal Love to poor l-1t man, to ſet up 
a certain Light.in his dark Heart, to lead him out of all the loi 
fallen ways of-the firſt Adam, and out of all falſe Forms and 
corrupt ſinful Worſhips, into the true Worſhip of the Father 
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the Spirit and in the Truth; —_— dear Children, havedone 
well totake heed unto this divine Light, which is the ſure Word of 
Prophecy, where>y you are come to the -dawning of Chriſt*s hea- 
venly day, and tothe riſing of the bleſſed Day ſtar in your hearts ; 
and this did let us in the view of our loft Conditions, and how we 
were driven out from Gcd, and lying in the Bonds of Death, 
which came over us becaule of ſin, in the fall of the firſt Adam, 
and bearing his Image, who is of the Earth, earthy, and.here the 
floods of Wickednels came over-onr Heads, and ſo we by-Nature 
were Children of Wrath, even as others, in which we lay many 
a year, and it was the Lords Love to us in letting us ſee our ſelves 
as we were; and ſo we know that the true Light is come, the juſt 
Witneſs, which reproves for every ſecret evil Thought, Word 
and Attionz and being thus brought to the Judgment ſcat of 
Chriſt, who iscome tojudge the Earth iv Righteouſnels, and the 
People with Equity, and lying under the Condemnation of the 
ſpirit of the Lord, this was a terrible Day, a Day of ſhaking and 

trembling, and full of forrow. 
And in this ſorrowful ſtate were we when the Lord firſt found 
vs, whoſe glorious Power did then ariſe,to make way for our Souls 
to come unto him ont of Darkneſs and Captivity, then did be 
overthrow the old corrupt Buildings in the ſinful wayes and pro- 
feſſions of his holy Name; and raiſed up a new Heart within us, 
and brought us out of the dead Forms and Traditions: of the 
world, into his ſpiritual, Worſhip, where we feel acceptance 
ith God through Jeſus Chriſt, and he hath diſcovered the anti- 
ent Rock and Foundation, which remains and abides forever, 
and he is creating a new Heaven and a new Earth, wherein Righ- 
teouſneſs muſt dwell, and the old Heaven and old Earth is paſling 
away 3 and this is beautiful to behold, where all is in a heavenly 
Frameand bleſſed Order; and this God is a doing this day, that 
he may dwell in his People, and walk in them, and feal kis 
Promiſes to them, that they may be his People, and he their 
God forever ; and this is the Day of the breakings forth of the 
everlaſting Light of Righteouſneſs, whereby the Darkneſs is to be 
extinguiſhed, and the Works of Darkneſs thereby are diſcovered, ' 
and all falſe ways comprehended, and all the Worfhips and dead 
Forms ſet up in the Darkneſs, are all meaſured, and they are 
found too ſhort to lead to Gods Kingdom. So the day is come, 
wherein the Lord hath breathed forth of the Breath of Life __ 
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the flain, and (oaks. Power i rilen in many Hearts, and the 
Souls'of many are awakned, and they are tanding up from the 
Dead, and Chriſt hath given light unto them, and the breathing s 
of his pure Life hath palled- upon them, who were as dry Bones 
in the open Vallies, exceeding dry, whoſe Bones were dryed, 
and whoſe Hope was loſt, which the living Spirit of God hath 
enlivened, and brought together Bone unto his Bone, and this 
is his workmanſhip, created again in Chriſt Jeſus, begotten into 
the new Creation, by the Seed immortal, where all is htly framed 
and joyned together and feels the Life one in another, and caf 
fit: together in their heaveyly places in Chriſt Jefus, and feel the 
Dew of Life, which God in this his day is ſhowering down upon 
them, whereby they are refreſhed, and kept green and lively 
from day to day ; and thus God is binding up the Hearts of many 


thathave been broken, arid healing the ſtroke of their Wonnds, - 


and this did cauſe gladneſs to ſpring up in onr Souls, - after the 
Morning of his tender Love did break forth upon vs, when an- 
guiſk of Spirit did paſs away, & thoſe Cryes and Pangs were taken 
out of our Habitations : Oh! who have ſeen this day, and can 
forget the'grezt love of God in their firſt tenderViſitation ? ſurely 


none) but ſuch as grow careleſs by the way ; and therefore you 


enſible Ones, who retain your firſt Love, who have not given 
away your Virginity, but remember the day of your Eſpouſals, 


and keep your ſelves clean and unſpotted of the Sins of the - 


World, happy and bleſſed are. yon forger, as you hold faſt your 
inward ſence daily, of your betrothing unto tle Lord, and keep 
intrue and unfeigned Love with him, and1et-out your AﬀeCions 


after him, who cannot be fatished, but as you daily enjoy his - 


heavenly preſence, theſe are the true born Children of the im- 
mortal Seed, who ſhall ſee more and moreof the ſecrets of him 
that hath begotten them, and their portion ix in the firſt Reſur- 


reCtion, on whon! the ſecond Death ſhall have no Power ;z and - 


there is no Tryal nor Temptation can 'come' to'try them, but 
through his permiffion, who hath all Power and Judgment given. 
unto him in:Heaven and in Earth, who-can bind ard loofe,and ſhut 
and open at his pleaſure, ard it is to try the Faith and Paticnce 
of his People, thathe ſuffers them to be tryed with Eivers Tem- 
tations; but not above their ability ;, for as le is lookt v'to, and 
waited for, he makes way fot his aftifted Ones to efcaje, and he 
gives themftrength,- and wakes them able to bear it, -wio ſhuts 
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tions, and ſo he keeps his redeemed Ones int his Covenant of Life 


| and Peace, where they/come to enjoy the beautiful ſeaſons of 


his eternal Love, which is precious to that Soul that hath known 
a winterly ſeaſon, when they come to the ſinging of Birds, and 
to hear the Turtle's Voice m their Land. 

Oh! my dear Friends, the Lord is folding'in of his People, 
ard leading them to his own holy Motintain, where he is feeding 
ard nourtthing of them in his living preſence, and their dwelling 
place is within the ſtrong Munitton, where their Bread is ſure, 
and their Waters never fail, and here they may* walk ſafely and 
have Joy and Gladnelſs within their Habitstions; and theſe Chil- 


_ drenof God are hid and preſervedtn the ſecret of his preſence, 


and in the hallow of his hand,” fromthe Wrath of Man, an4'from 


| theStrife of Tongues, whete the Devil catinot reach to deſtroy 
their Life, although he often ventures hard for it with his fiery 


Darts, and Arrows, in the darknefs of his Temptations, arid 
that which would waſte eyen'at Noon-day, who would cloſe with 
the Creature after divers manners, and where the Watchceaſeth 
he will get place : but the'true Birth carnot/ſit Yown'ar' eaſe, 
but ig/ſtill travelling towards the Reſt prepared; 'and berethe Ene- 
my is always diſcerned, and he cannot beget ſnch into any like- 
neſs or imitation, or fettle them down'in a perſwafion of heavenly 
Enjoyments, when they have not attained to the enjoyment of 
them, - becauſe'their Souls lie open to the Eye of the/great fearcker 
and tryer of the Heart and Reins, and they hmger and thirſt 
daily after him, and nothing can {atisfe them but the Bread vf 
Life adminiſtred unto their Souls, which their heavenly Father 
gives them, according as they cry nnto him; and this keeps from 
wandering and hunting abroad, and this will out-live all falſe 


Births, and ſhall reignin dominion with its heavenly Father, for _ 


its Life is hid in him, anditdaily waits in true content, for Life 
to open unto it, and it ſeeks nothing more” than Gods glory, nei- 
ther loves any thing in compariſon of hin, and unto all ſuch the 
Lord is allin all, and as they enjoy him, they enjoy all, for he is 
their Riches and Subſtance, whick will out-laſt all the Riches and 
Glory of the World; and thus we have a heavenly Treaſure in our 
earthen Veſſels, which is the earneſt of that Inheritance which 
will never fade away, reſerved in Heaven for us, if we hold out 
untothe end; and theſe true born Children wait to be taught - 
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vp the Adverſary, and expels away the Clouds of his Tempta- $ 


the Lord,- and furuiſhed with Aly ſtrength by him ;- ard it they 
wanttherenewings” of his Loye to be'continued with them, no- 
thing can procure peace and fatisfation unto them, but they go . 
bowed down before him, and lift vp their Cryes in ſecret unto 
him, and theſe be they that the Lord delights in, for they bow 
down and dwell low before-him,. ina humble. ſtate,. and ſuch the 
Lord de}ights to teach, and open himſelf unto, and the Meek he 
guides in Judgment, . and here. the. inviſible Life flows forth into 
their-Souls, and they live in that which will remain, although 
there: Tryals are. many, and Aſſaults ard Temptations not a 
few,, yet they renew their ſtrength through waiting upon the 
Lord,. and mount up as on Eagles Wings, and they run and are 
.not. weary, and walk and are not faint; and all that are ſhort of 
this homble Life and lowly Spirit,. who go out of the Light, and 
hunt abroad,. they will come ſhort of the Bletling, as Eſau did, 
who let in the Enmity, and the Enmity will enter, and Self 
will get up again, if the Mind and Heart goes out after the carth- 
ly drawings of the ſpirit of the world,.. then the Wrath ard 
Malice, .and the old leaven of: Hypocrilie. will enter again, and 
herethe Envy will have a place, and this blinds the Underſtand- 
ing, and is quite oppoſit tothe true Seed, whoſe Life and Vertue 
isonly enjoyed, as there is a dwelling in the lowlineſs and true 
humility, and the bleſling is unto ſuch forever. Ard $: this 
Eſa that goes forth out of the Lords counſel, ,and lcts in the 
iolefice againſt bis Brother 7aceb, the Lord will lay his Mour.- 
tain waſte, and God is ſetting Saviqurs upon Mount- $10n, to 
judge the Mount of E/au, and the Kingdom ſhall be the Lords 
and ſofor want of watchfulneſs the Heart goes after the Adver- 
fary, and ſo its ftollen away from following the Lord, and the 
. Creature loſeth the ſenſe of his own. condition, and fees not: kis- 
own weakneſs and infufficiepcy ; and. the ſenſe of, the ſubduing 
Power of God not being waitcd for, : whereby. the Snares of the 
Enemy are overcomezand the Creature preſerv:d in the Light of 
Righteouſneſs, (the Mind being in the holy liberty and freedom 
of theSpirit of the Lord) here comes in dryneſs & barrenne(G,ar.d 
luke-warmnels and indiffet ency,as to the.ſcrvice of Truth, ard by 
this way the Enemy epters to corrupt and defile thoſe that profeſs 
.. the Truth, - and to bring Death and Darkneſs over them again : 
Therefore let us cry unto the Lord for preſervation-in this needf.. 1 
day; who have through the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jslus Chriſt eſcaped the Pollutions of the World, ard are gathcr- 
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ed from their loſt ways, and redeemed by his out-ſtretched Arm 


and Power, and let us remember how 1ſ-ael, after they eame out 
of Egyp's for want of Faith and Patience, periſhed in the Wil- 
derneſs and how the Enzmy wrought after divers manners, and 
by divers ways, to corrupt them in their travels, of which he 18 
not wanting this day, as the backſlidings ard corrupt doings of 


ſdme that profeſs the living Truth beareth witneſs, whereby the- 


Innocent go mourning all the day long, and Innocency 1s © 
reſſed, and grieved in many places, whoſe righteous Cauſe the 
d will plead in his own time; and you may conſider how that 
thoſe in old time, as | aid before, did not fall all at once, neither 
did they periſh-all after one manner, but at certain times, and 


after ſeyeral manners z for ſome for the Sin of Murmuring, were 


deſtroyed by Serpents; others were ſmitten, who fell into luſt- 
ing ; others that joyned themſelves to the Sin of the Adoabites, 
and ſeparated themlelves fromthe Life of Purity, and fell into 
that ſhameful Sin of Fornication, there fell of them in one day 


three and twenty thouſand ; others ſate down to Eat and Drink, - 


#nd roſe-up to Play, and fs ſer themſelves in oppoſition againſt 


the Lord, and fell into a diſquieted Spirit, and wiſht they were © 


in Egypt again, and cryed againſt Moſes and Aaron, as 
they had deceived them, tor laid they, He hath not given xs Peſſeſ- 
s of Fields and Vineyards, neither hath he brought us into 4 Land 


flowing with Milk id ': Andthus they ſuppoſed to have co- - 


yered their impatient backſliding Hearts, by riling up in oppoſi- 


tion againſt Moſes, and that the Deceit was in him; and. that he * 
intended to enſlave the People, and ſet forth his' own Glory, - 
and promote himſelf : And you may ſee how the Lord took notice ' 


of them,” and braught them to Contempt arid Shame in the ſight 
of the Congregatign, who dyed not the-common Death of all 


men, neither were they viſited according to the Viſitation of all - 


men, for they went down alive into the Pit,” and ſo periſhed. 
" So let us wait _ the Lord that we may not fall into theſe 
Temptations, but be 


thei in thoſe Temptations) who followed the Lord fully, ſo that 
we may never ſit down at caſe, now God hath brought us to a gocd 


Profeſſion ; yea, 1 may ſafely ſay,'to Mounr-Sion; yet if any here - 


row carelels; now Godhath given Gifrs nneg ther, ard they #t 


of Caleb and Foſhia's ſpirit (who travelled : 
with thoſe Murmurers,” Idolaters and Oppoſers, but fell not with 


-— 


own at caſe, the Wo from __ Lord God will be unto them 3 = | 
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its poſſible the Enemy may enter igto the Profeiſion of the Truth, 
and corrupt ſuch as lend an ear to him, but into the Life of 
Truth he can never enter ; Therefore let us be vefy earneſt with 
the Lord for his daily Aid and Afſifance, that we may be always 
found in the ſpirit of Truth, which is the ground of the true Chri- 
ſtian Religion, and may be a People to his Glory in our Genera- 
tion, where the ſpirit of Sanctiftication we may daily feel to ſan- 
Clitie us throughont, in Soul, Body and Spirit; and ſo we ſhall be 
preſerved from the Murmurings and falſe Eaſe, and from the De- 
vourings of the old Oppoſer, who cares not if we periſh and fall 
Into a dying eſtate again, which indeed will fall to the ſhare of 
ſuch as riſe up againſtthe Lord, toftop him from bringing forth 
his determinatlaen; for a. Blaſt is gone out from the Lord, and 
perpetual Blaſting and Withering will overtake them; and ſo 
Death will come up in their Dwellings, and into Trouble-and 
Anguifh, under the Wrath of God they will go again, and Death 
will come over them while they are alire; and this is the greateſt 
plague to be hurt with the fecond Dearth, and loſe their part in the 


firſt Reſyrreion, and to have the. Name blotted out of the Book 


of Life, and out of the holy City: And therefore let us dye! 
low-in the holy Awe and fear of the Lord, who hath brought us to 
the day of his endleſs Love, which Day many Prophets and Wile 
Men deſired to ſee, wherein he is ſcattering his gnemies, and lay- 


ing Jadgment to the Line and Righteouſneſs to the Plummet, that: 


he may eaſe the Creation of the burden of Sin it hath long groan'd. 
utder, -iw this' Everlaſting ab in which ſhall be abundance of. 
Peace ſÞ long as the Sun and Moon endures, and all the faichful 
and true-hearted Ones, in whoſe Hearts his Fear remaingy cannot 
depart from bim, becauſe he alone works deliveranee. for them, 
and is as a Shepherd over them, to feed them afid ſupply all their 
Wants from day to day, and therefore they rejoyce before him, 
and worſhip him day and night in his Temple : Oh! how can we 
farget the day of our Eſpouſals, and the endleſs Love of God 'to 
our Souls, who hath made us Members of that Church of which 
Chriſt is head, which he hath betrathed to himſelf in Righteouſ- 
neſs, in Loving-kindneſfs, and in tender Mercies, and when we 
drank of the Brooks by the way, when we found Riyers opened 
indry places, and ſtreams in the Dzſart, when the Glory of che 
Lord brake through the thick Darkne(ls, as the ſtreams of an over- 
foying Fountain to reach to the dry and parched Ground 3 this 
Was 
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was a day of joy indeed, when Jo Lord cur Ged was laying open 
his tender Mggcies to our view, that our ſouls might be drawn out 
of trouble and ſorrow, intc the bolom of his Love, and ſweet it 
was to run the ways of his Commandments in this day, and nothing 
was too hard to go through, that appeared againſt us, phat by us 
the Lord might be honoured, and in this our louls were refreſhed, 
when nothing was minded more than the concerns of his bleſſed 
Truth ; and where this fervent zeal lives for the Lord, happy are 
ſuch, for they are the choſen of the Lord, who haye made their 
calling and ele&ion ſure, and his hezzenly Teſtimony is bound up 
with them, and amongſt them is kis Law ſealed, and their ſhoul- 
ders are fet together in his work and ſervice, and they can ſerve 
him with one ſhoulder and' with one conſent, and they are the be- - 
loved of the Lord, who ſhall lie down in ſafety, and his Loving- 
kindneſs hall never depart from them, although the Hills and 
Mountaiss may be removed ; and theſe are fruitful Branches in the 
Vine, who continue in the Well-doing, and are in Chriſt, as: 
living Members and Bones full of Marrow and Fatnefſs, feeling the 
lifeand freſhneſs in each other, who arc created, formed and 
brought forth into a Body, in order fitly framed by Chriſt, their 
Head, | being faſhioned by him who-is the great F/rmer and Maker 
of all things tor a purpoſe of his own Glory; and every Member of 
this Body muſt know its Place and Office, that it may work toge= 
ther with the Body, in the ſervice and Practice of the pure Re- 
igionz and ſothe ſtream of Life goes thr every Member, 
and here the Seed of Life grows, and this preſerves in the univer»- 
ſal Love and Unity, which cannot ſtand but as Life is felt, and 
he ſpirit of Love dwells in the hearts, and this works out the En- 
mity, and here all ſhortneſs and brittleneſs comes to be wronght 
nde r, by the virtuous Life and Seed of the Kindom;z here the - 
rain of Muſtard-ſced grows over all the Herbs in the Garden, 
and the little Leavcn leavens the whole lump, and ſuch will grow 
nd beenlarged more and more in the knowledge of God, and 
n the univerſal Faith, both of the Principle and Pradtice of Re- 
izion; here will not be only a confeſſion of the Light, butalſoa 
valking in it z here will not be a Faith concerning the Principle 
f Truth only, but of the Practice of Truth alſo; and theſe are 
e true Travellers $0wards Heavens Kingdom, who live the Life - 
f Religion, who labour while its called to day, becauſe the 
t2ht cometh wherein none can work; and theſe hate theHar- 
G 2- | mony / 


. to keep us in adaily preparation for his heavenly appearance, that 
. Underſtandings the Myſteries of his Kingdom, which Eye hath not 


52] 
mony of Life within their Habitations, and theſe are the Lartibs 
which the Lord carries in his Arms, and he comforteth their 
mourning Souls, and makes their heavy Hearts truly to rejojce ; 
Oh ! therefore let us live alwayes in ſubjcCtion to kis heaveut y 
Power, feeling his Everlaſting Arm to compaſs us about, that we 
may mzgnife his great Name, beholding his wonderous Works, 
and ſeeing his Goodneſs in the Land of the Jiving, that we may | 
tell our Children after us, what God hath done for our ſouls, that 
they may declare it to another Generation, that the Ages to come 
may delight ro ſeek him, and wait for his heavenly Appearance. 
And ſo, in his divine Light let us daily wait with our-minds ſtaid 
upon the Lord, tha: we may be ſupported- by : him, and carried 
—_ all Tryals and Exerciſes which may - appcar to hurt or 
wound the Heritage of the Lord, which in this day the old Ad- 
verſary and Deſtroyer of the Peaceof Sor (ceks to-lay walle, as 
informer dayes; but as all abide in the Light, his Temptations 
are ſeen, and all his cunning crafty mylt.rious Workir-gs, where- 
by many have been defiled, toithe hurt of their own 1touls; and ſo 
being watchful in the Light, here the bruiſing breaking Power of 
our Lord ſeſus Chriſt goes over his head; and-hcreby the old Ser- 
pentcomes to be kept- under, -and ſealed down: under the feet of 
Gods anointed, and Judgment brought forth-into :Vitory over 


bim, in whom is our Life and Salyation, and without him wecan 
. do nothing; therefore how ought every one of us to have ourMinds 


ſaid in his divine Light, that the Lords Power we may daily fee], 
he may takedelight in us to teach us of his wayes, and open to our 


ſeen,neither hath Ear heard,but it is reveal'd unto us by the Spirit, 
which ſearcheth all things,even the deep things of God ; and fo we 
ſhall encreaſe in the heavenly Wiſdom, which is firſt pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, eaſic to be entreated, which indeed becames us, 
ſeeing many Eyes areupon us, and weareas a City ſet on a Hill. 
which cannot be hid, whoſe Builder and Maker is God ; and it 
mas the Lord that brought us to be a People who were not a Peo- 
ple, that we ſhould be partakers of the Riches of his Grace, and 
thould walk according to his Commandments in all things,and put 
ofthe old man with his Deeds, and leave off the carnal Weapon, 
and deny our ſelves of our own ſtrength as men, ſo that we canno 
uſc ſuch means to help our ſelyes, as others do, who are Guritzag 
aſte 


' but muſt follow the Commandment of our Lord and Maſter, who 
faid, If ye be ſmirten on the one Cheeck, turn the other alſo; which 
ſignifies that his People muſt not ſeek for Revenge, but love their 
Enemies, do good to them that hate them, and pray for them that de- 
ſpighrfully uſe them and perſeente them, 


And this hath been our Do@trine and Teſtimony from the be- 
ginning, and we can pray for our Enemics, that God may open 
their Underſtandings, and that his heavenly Power may reach 
their Hearts, that vnto the ſaving Light of his Son Chriſt Jeſus, 
which enlightneth them, they may be turned, and fo eſcape the 
Day of Wrath and Vengearce, which God will bring upon the 

"Ungodly. And therefore, all Friends, look to your Way, and 
walk on in the Covenant of Life and Peace, and follow the micek 


and quiet Spirit of the Lamb, who came into the World not to 


deſtroy mens Liyes, but ſavethem, whoſe Kingdom isa heavenly 
'Kingdom, and his Dominion that ſhall never paſsaway, which is 
more durable than all the worldly Kingdoms ; therefore as his 
'Kingdom is rot of this World, his Servants cannot fight, for the 
Weapons of our Warfare are {piritual,and we are come to Chrift, 
-who removes tleground of Wars, which is the luſt in the Heart 


:-of man, which ſpreads abroad in the Members; but Chriſt leads 
into the New Covenant of Peace, where the haughtineſs and lofti- 
-neſs of Man is brought down and abaſed, and the Lord alone is 


exalted; and here the Enmity is ſlain, and the ſpirit of Strife 


Judged down, which diſorders the whole Creation, and ſets Na- 
tion againſt Nation, and Kingdom again Kingdom, and one 


Man againſt another, fo that this is the ground from whence Strife 
and Contention comes, to wit, the Enmity, which the Devil brings 
into the Heart, in the diſobedient ſtate z but in Chriſt the Love, 
Peace and Unity ariſeth, and is largely extended to the whole 
Creation, and in him both Few and Gentile, Barbarian, Scythian, 
Bond ard Free, Male and Female come to be all one, though for- 
merly Enemies unto 'God, and one to another; here they come 
tothe true Reconciliation, and to the perfetting the work of Re- 
generation, and ſo fit down in the Covenant of Everlaſting Peace, 
where the'Sword is beaten intoa Plow-ſhare, and the Spear into 
a Pruning hook,and ſothey learn War no more; but inthe Light 
of Jeſus meet, and lit together in heavenly places, where God is 
eularging 7aphat,in the aflurance of the Promiſe of being gathered 
more 


. after Blood, to gain their Religion dy outward Force and Cruelty, ws 
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' move and more into the Bleſſing of Abraham, that he may dwell 
inthe Tents of Shem. 

And , you Children of Gods heavenly Day, to whom his 
Loveis largely extended, who hath been and is a tender Father 
unto us, ſo that we can truſt him with Soul and Body, Wife and 
Children, Hoffſe and Lands, and unto ſuch is the Promiſe of 
Eternal Life, who ſaid, He that ſeeks to ſave his Life ſhall loſe ir, but 
. oe that energy Life for my ſake ſhall findit;, ſo thisisa Promiſe 
beyond Death and over the Grave, and happy are they that can 
leave all with the Lord, for he changes not, neither doth he alter 
his way, who hath been with us in the needful time, and many 
ſweet Deliverances our God hath wrought for us, when encoun- 
tered with Enemies upon every hand, who hath defended us and 


pleaded our innacent Cauſe, when men roſe up againit ns, ſo that 


we may ſay, Except the Lord had been on oxr ſide, they had ſwallowed 
»#pquick : Therefore let us ſerve him with Reverence and 
godly Fear, in the feeling of his bleſſed Power, that we may be 
preſerved from the Evil of this Perilous Day, wherein-the Enemy 
works by various ways, and after divers manners, to lead back 
again into. the Earth, and:to take up a Reſt by the way, in a pol- 
luted:ground, : whick ſome through careleſneſs havedone, who 
havs -not put that value upon the Truth as they ought, but ſold 
their Birth-right, like E/an, for a meſs of Pottage; and ſo the 
earthly carnal Mind comes over ſuch, ard they luſt aſter Evil 
things, and go into the World and learn their ways: Oh! the 
Lord will caſe himſelf of ſuch,as he did of thoſe in the days of old, 
who forgot him after they had ſeen his Wonders in «gyp:, and 
in the Land of Ham, and the terrible things be did/for them by 
the Red Sea; for what will it avail us, if we ſhould ſee never {0 
much of the Wonders of God in the beginning, if we abide ner 
faithfulugto theend ? And you may conſider, how the lives of 
ſome were ſpared, and their days prolongcd forty years, and all 
that while they were grieving the Lord with their own Inventions, 
ſometimes how they might make Gods to go before them, and 
then to make a Captein over them,toturn again into e/Zgypr ; and 
theſe things were invented, and this ſpirit came up amongſt them 
that were famous in the Congregation, And fo, bleſſed area1l 
who keepin the living fenfe of the Power of the Lord, whereby 
Self comes under, and is buried downin the Grave, over which, 
2$all Rtard in the Life of Jeſus, they will be crucified, with Ky, 
al 
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and his life and ſpirit over all * dich) will reign, and the life((of 
ſuch) thet they-now live will be by the Faith of the Son of God z 
and here is the pure Dominion of Chriſt exalted, and his Govern- 
ment ſet up over all; and tuch are come to the pulling down all 
Rule, 'Power and Authority under his feet, who mult reign till 
all Enemies be put under him, ſach are come tothe delivering up 
the Kizgdom unto him, whom God hath highly exalted at bis own . 
right hand, unto whom Angels, Authorities and Powers muſt be. 
in ſubjeftion, who have known the.Overturnings and Wars, and 
Combats between the two Seeds, and are come to the day of Righ- 
teouſneſs,” and to the taking of the ſtrong Man, and ſpoiling his 
Goods, and overthrowing his ſinfulKingdom and Dominion in- 
wardly, ſo that now a People- can ſay, ' S«{vartion and firength is 
come, ard the Kingdom of our Gods come, and the Power of lus Chyift, 
and he ſhall regs forever and ever. So now, the laſt Enemy that 
ſhall be deſtroyed is Death, and this isa Myſtery ; for the Corine 
thians, unto whom this was ſpoken, were ſhort of the true Un- 
derſtanding thereof, being many' of them- turned out into the 


Wiſdontof'the World,and thought the Kingdom ſtood inWords, 
Meats, *Drinks ad 'the like, when it ſtands inthe Powerof God, in 
Righteouſneſs, 'Peace and Foy in the bely Gho#t;" and therefore the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks of the Reſurreftion of the dead, and the deliver» 
ing up the Kingdom, & of the laſt Enemy, which is tobe deſtroy's; 
| a he ſpake of theſe things to them in a Myſtery, "which the 
world-by Wiſdom knows net ; and it is not the ſpeaking, though 


| with Tengues of 'Men and Angels, nor Knowledge, nor aPro= 


feſſion of the true Faith that will make us acceptable with God, but 
3 we are in the Love and Unity with Chriſt, the Truth, herewe 
hall be kept in the Life of Truth, out of the deadneſs and dryneſs 
ff the firſt Nature ; and here we ſtiall ſtill havea clear Diſcovery 
ff the Wiles and - cuntiing Deviſes of this Enemy, whick if 'we 
ch not againſt him,” he will deceive ns at laſt. And fo, -all that 
ceep their Habitations in the pure Life, over this ſpiritual Enemy, 
ho goes about like a roaringLyon, ſeeking whom he may devour, 
hey come to ſtand in the Teſtimony of Life, over Death, and him 
at hath the Power of it z, and herein the true joy of the Redeem- 
d ſtands, when they can ſay,O Death ! where is thy Sting ? O Grave! 
were #5 thy Vittory? And there is no true Joy to the Soul, but as it ig- 
yardly feels Power over Temptations of the Adverfary. And 
ou may conſider how cunningly this Enemy came in among the 
| Profellors 
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Profeffors of Truth in the Apoties dayes if the Churches of C«-- 


rinth and Galatia, and into the ſeven Churches of Aſi, and what 
yarious wayes he wrought by to bring the Lords Heritage into 


deſolation, as might largely be ſpoken of, ,but its not with me to - 
enlarge, further than I feel a-neceſlity upon me from the Lord, to - 


clear my Conſcience of thoſe things that - have been before me for 
many dayes, both in my lying down and riſing -up,: and in my 


travel from place to placez and knowing to whom [ write, lam. 
the more ſatisfied, becauſe the Children of the Lord, who feel . 


their Eyes kept open by the Eye-falve, which Chriſt anoiats them 
withal, can ſee beyond words, and how myſteriouſly the Enemy 
came in in thoſedays;. and we may ſee his work was not ſo much 
to turn. them out of a Profeſſion of the Truth, .as to ſettle them 
down in Unrighteouſneſs, and leave them alone in the Profeſlion. 


And ſo- this Enemy did deceive many, and drew them forthout of 


their firſt Loye and Tenderneſs; who had his way through Pro- 
feſfions, as well as Prophaneneſs, from the beginning; for Cain 
was a Profefſor who ſlew his Brother, and the Fews were Profeſ- 


ſors,. who ſlew the Prophets, and Chriſt Jeſus, and they have been. 


Profefſors -who have been killing and murdering about Religion 
in the night of Apoſtacy, thinking thereby to get the Kingdo 


which the rebuking, condemning Power of God will judge an 
cat down forever, againſt which cqrropting,deiling, deſtroying 
c 


Spirit, the eternal Decree of God is ſealed, whole Portion is 
perpetual Darkneſs, and-he and his Angelsmuſt be caft into the 
ſtream of the Anger and Wrath of God forever; and as thi 


Myſtery of Iniquity began-towdrk, £ the Lord raiſed a Telti-f, 


mony againſt it; and they that were darkned thereby grew care- 
leſs and negligent in the work and ſervice ef theLord,and forſook 


the Aſſembling themſelves rogetker, and this was the manner olf, 
ſome; - but the advice of. him,- who 'wisa true Labourer in the$; 


Lords Vineyard, was, To provoke one anthber to Love and x 


Works, not forſaking the Aſſembling your ſelves together, as the manner 


| 


of ſame is; but ſo much the more as you ſee the day approaching : S0ſhj 


tliere was a farther Diſcovery of the Day of the Lord upon theþ 
faithful, although thoſe that were dar withthe Spirir of the 


World had not the knowledge of the LFFht, nor ſenſe of ic. And 
ſa you way ſee how they over-run themſelyes; and fell into the 


d 
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way and ſpirit which Corah and Balaam did, who were Enemit%h11: 


ta the Way and Workof God; for Balaam propoſed a Way of 
Eal 
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Eaſc to cnſnare the Child rexel Iſeet, in ſtumbling them with a 
falſe Liberty, and yet he ſaw the Viſion of the Almighty, and the 
goodly Tents of Facob, ard the plcafant Dwellings of 1fracl, and 
to'f| the peaceable Endof the Righteous man, and deſired that his Latter 
to || end mizhe be liks his; ard yet he came ſhort of all theſe Enjoyments : 
for | Soit is not what we hayc lecn that will bring us tothe peaceable 
my- | cnd of the Righteous man, except we be found inthe Life of itz 
am-Þ 2nd thoſe that were out of the Lite, what became of them ? and: 
eel - | what heavy Judgments were pronounced againſt them? and how' 
emf unſtable were they, when they wandered after the Spirit of the' 
my | World, and kept not their hrit eſtate ? ſo thateverlaſting Chains' 
auch | were reſerved for them, in the blackneſs of Darkneſs | — 
nem || and ſome wandered up and down till they went back into the 
jon. | worldly Rudiments and beggarly Elements, and«o became Bonds 
of 'Þ men untoSinand Satan again. And gy loſt themſelves, 
Pro- | and ſo became Enemies of the Croſs of Chrift, whichis the Power 
Cain | of God; and therefore let us all be faithful in the work and ſervice 
of the -Lord, in as much as we ſee his heavenly Day approaching 
more:and more, whois enlarging bis faithful Ones in the know- 
lkdge of himſelf, and of the things of his Kingdom, and he doth 
open the Treaſures of Liſe untous, and hefills our Wells and 
Ceſterns with living Water : Oh! the Lordis abounding F | 
ove towards us from day to day, who is carrying on his We / 
Ones; and bearing in his Arms the feeble of the Flock, an - 
og them into the Jow Vallies, where he feeds them with Wildom 
ind heavenly Underſtanding. And fo, let us be low in heart and 
pirit before the Lord, and we ſhall know more of. his Doftrine z 
' care- For his Judgments are unſearchable, and his ways paſt finding our, - 
rſooknd/his Truth is freſh and living, as it was in the beginning, -unto ' 
ner olflhem who dwell in his heavenly Preſence, on whom helifts up the 
in theL.joht of his Countenance 3 theſe caff ſay, His Love is better than 
4 goodBne, and the Savour of bis Oymtment than all Spicesz and their 
manmrength is renewed. And as wethus feel the lyprd with ns, we 
g: Sofhall not grow weary nor faintby the way, but ſhall yet be bleſſed 
on thend proſpered in all our Undertakings, our Eye being ſtill ro his 
of th$pnour and Glory, fo ſhall ' we gain ground upon our Enemies, - 
, And ing watchful continually inthe heavenlyLigbt, which isa ſtrorg » 
ato thifity indeed, »Salvation' being appointed of God for Walls and * 
nemi%%ilwarks ; and while we abide here, no Deſtroyer can reach us, 
Way %Fit here our' Life is kept _ and ſavoury where-ever we 80, 
Ea ; & 
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2$:d}whatſocver we do, and fo are kept from falling, and this is 
the Habitation of the Lords People, and here the Lord leads and 
guides them by his Counſel from day today, out of the wayes of 
this ſinful evil World; and'ſo the Way of Life they come to ſee 
more and more, and their delight is to walk in the Crols, to their 
own wills,and to take the Yoks of Chriſt upon them,that thereby 
all may be brought under, that is contrary to his mind and will, 
that his heavenly[magethey may bear,and that hisName may be in 
their Fore-heads, and that is a burden to them, which appcars to 
draw them out of their Innocency,'& out of the life of Patience & 
Humility, which is the ſafety of the Lords heritage; and fo the 
Lord is the lifter up of their Heads, and the portionef their Cup 
forever, and for thoſe Light was ſown, and Joy and Peace, be- 
cauſe they are of upright Hearts, but ſuch as go out of the Light, 
and' loſe their watchfulneſs, they ſtumble, and fall, and loſe 
themſelves, and the Enemy cloſeth with their LLnderſtandings, 
and hardens their Hearts, and lays the tender ſence of the daily 
enjoyment of the preſence of the Lord, and ſo bemg darkned, 
cannot fathom the Wiles of the Adverſary, and ſo loſe the ſence 
of their preſent conditions; and hence it is that ſome rua into 
the Faſhions and corrupt Cuſtoms of the world, and fo Pride 
comes over them under another colour then before, and becauſe 
ro the profeſſion of the Truth, perſwade themlelves its 


no W;, and-ſo wander from one thing to another, and ſettle 
A in this thing, and a while in thatthing, until it goes into 
the Earth, from whence it came, and there it will have its end, 
becauſe its of the begetting of the carthly'corruptible Spirit ; and 
wherethe Enenny iis let in, and finds a lodging place, the Creation 
grows.more blind and dark every day, and {ſuch cannot ſee the 
beauty of a Self.denying ſtate, and therefore ſome run after the 


worlds glory, -and have haſtged to hurt themſelves (and others) : 
by running into the intanglements thereof, and ſo go out of the} | 
way of tollowing Chriſt, and cannot pleaſe him, for he leads out} , 
of the World, al ſuch as leave him, and follow the World, arej , 
great Enemies to him; for he that loves the World, the love off , 
the Father is not in him. 


And therefore ler all dwell in the Self-denial, and here yo 
will be preſerved out of the Diſcontent, and ont of the Murmury 4 
ing ; ſo yon haveGodlineſs with content, which isgreat gain. } q, 

And my dear Friends, | cannot but warn you all to beware 


ti 
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this worldly Spirit, which preſents the Clory of the World to 
your view, and take heed left you bow down thereto, and gain 
the World, but loſe your own Souls; for certainly many adven- 
ture very far for this Gain; and 1 have ſeen ſome greatly 
wounded through letting in the Cares of this Life, and ſome have 
hardly eſcaped that great Sin of Eating and Drinking with the 
Exunken, and of breaking covenant with God and man, to the 
great diſhonour of God, and hurt of their own Souls, and grief” 
and burden of the Faithful; Oh ! the Lord (if their Day be not 
over) grant them Repentance, faith my Soul. Therefore, 
Friends, how well is it with them who are content, in that eſtate 
and condition in which God hath ſet them, where they prize a 
Dinner of green Herbs with the Peace of God unto their Souls, 
better then a ſtalled one with Strife and Diſcontent, Oh! my 
Friends, I have much upon me concerning theſe things, for 1 have 
ſeen the Innocency of ſome by this Spirit greatly wounded, and 
it. they donot haſten and do their firſt Work, it will be hard for 
them to gain their habitation in the Truth again;z- and if ſuch 
fhould dye, having the Name of Virgins only, what will it ayail 
them when the Marriage- Chamber comes to be ſhut againſt them ? 
And truly, lam glad 1 have an oportunity to caſe my Spirit of 
theſe things; and the | ord make theſe Lines ſerviceable where- 
ever they may come,nnto ſuch to whom they do belong; and there- 
fore you that are preſerved in the Purity of the Truth, wait ſtill 
with your Loins girt, and your Lights burning z for many ways 
hath the Enemy to work by in this day; .and the Lord ſuffers an 
hour of Temptation to come to try the dwellers upon the Farth, 
and blefſed are they who keep the Word of Patience, whereby 
they are preſerved from the force of the Enemy's Temptations, 
inthe life of Truth, where he cannot enter, though he may pre- 
ſent himſelf; but ifthe Heart grows -dead and careleſs, then his 
earthly workings take place, and this by little and little vails 
the underſtanding, and ſothe Enmity comes in, and the ſeed of 
the Serpent grows up,and ſo the Love toGod and hisTruth grows 
cold, and ſuch grow weary of well doing, and their freedom is 
not inthe ſervice of the Lord and his Truth, and ſuch go out of 
the glorious Liberty of the Sons of God, whoſe liberty and free- 
dom ſtands in his Spirit and Power, where they are free and. 
willing to help forward the Lords work, as true Yoke-fellows 
together, and workers hes 7 with him, who hath IG 4p 
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> .to Glory and Vertue; and where there is a perſcrerirg in this 
tlodded eſtate, where the freih ſence of the Love ard Life of 
the Truth is wanting, there will ve a ſitting down by the way, 
and ſuch will take upa reſt in ſomething ſhort of the trus Reſt,and 
ſo the Creature may create a Peace unto himſelf, which is not 
that Peace which is everlalting , and ſo it doth not pals the knows 
ledge, but is in the knowledge, aud may bs comprehended, be- 
ing in ths Imaginations, and falſe Conceptions of the wandering 
mind ; & here Death g2ts the name of Liſe, and can tell of the fame 
of Wiſdom, altaougi the Creature be in the Death, and you 
gone into the Darkack zgain; and this is an ill favour, and 
grieves.and burdens cas Living : And fome-in dayes pail fell off 
into this corrupt Spirit, and turned with the Dog to his Vomit, 
and with the S:w that was waih2d unto her -wallowing in the 
Mire, and ſuch run themſelves into Seuſuality, and grey carnally 
minded where the Enmity werks, and this is the Womb of al 
Deceit, where the Enemy begets all his falſe Births; and there- 
fore tobe Carnally minded is Death, but tobe Spirttually minded ts 
Life and Peace: And where the carnal miad is, a falſe earthly li- 
berty comes in,and the ſound vpright walking with theLord comes 
to be loſt; and here isa dying tothe ſence of the mind of God; and 
here the Words and Profellion may remain fora time; but as he 
hath planted a Vineyard, fo he now expe&s Fruit, and the Lord 
grant we, whom he hath planted,may grow up.in his Grace,and in 
the knowledge of himſel/, that he may bring forth Fruit te his 
Praiſe and Glory, elſe we thall fall under his Wrath, and ſhall 
be cut off from among the living; therefore being planted in a 
yery fruitful Hill, let us remember 1/-ael cf old, whom God 
brought into that good Land, where were pleaſant Fields, and 
fruitful Vines, and God drove out the Heathen, and planted 
them, but afterward they waxed fat and groſs, and fo became 
diſobedicnt unto the Lord, and lookt more to their own-glory, 
than to the glory of God; and here they grew high and Jotty, 
and fo became ſtubborn, and they were called a rebellious Houſe 3 
for the Daughters of Sion became hauzhty, and walk with ftretched- 
ext Necks, and mixcing with their Feet ; from which the Lord pre- 
ſerve all his People;[& then theiLord grew angry with them,and as 
its aid, «bhorred his own Inherit ance,and ſaid,moreover I will pull down 
the edge that us about this fruitleſs Vineyard, that brings forth mthing 
but wild Grapes, and let it go waſte. So you may ſee that the Lord, 
although 
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Alchogh ke plants a People, A # Wonders for them, and 
waters them ith his heavenly Dew, yet after all this, i: they 
bring forth net Fruit to his Glory, he is able copluck them up 
22ain, and root them up out of the good Land, as he 4d Iſrad 
of old. 

And therefore. Friends, as the Lord hath given a good portion 
tous, and our lot is fallen ina good place, and we have Gitrs, 
yea, every one of us; Oh!' that we may all come to ſit down 
ander our own Vine and Fig-tree, in-this holy Mountain of the 
Lord, where the Devourer cannot come, where there 1s no hurt- 
ing nor deſtroying, where we may feed together on the 'Feaſt of 
fat things of his heavenly Kingdom, that we may be ſettled in 
an ob2dient ſtate, and that our rooting may be there, then ſhall 
we feel the moiſture of the living ſtreams of the River of Life, 
and [hall grow as Willows by the Water-courſes, and ſhall al- 
wayes look upto God from whence all our good comes, and have 
his Glory and Honour ſtill in our Eye, and we thall abide in his 
fear, and ſhall rot depart from him; aud fo we fhall remain in 
this good Land, and the Lord will not repent of the good he hath 
done for us, but we ſhall be watered and bedewed with the bleſſed # 
Showers of his Love and Life more and more. And this is the 
end of my travail, both in Body and Soul, that all the Lords 

' People may be preſerved in the univerſal Love of God, in the 
Unity of his holy Spirir, and in the Bond of Peace, that every 
Member may be ſupplyed with Joynts and Bands, thatall may 
be pliable and ſerviceable in the Body, rejoycing together every 
Member in its place and order, being terapered together, ſo that 
no Droſs nor Putrifaftion can come between their Souls and the 
- Lord, being purged and purified in the Furnace of God, with the 
ſpirit of Judgment, and the ſpirit of Burning, and ſo melted toge- 
ther into a compleat Body, faſhioned and fitly framed by tke only 
wiſe God, and every Member is for its proper place & ſervice, and 
iscreated not to be idle : and this Body is not divided in its ſelf, 
neither is there two Spirits bearing rule in it ;- and this Body 
bears the heavenly Image of the Father, that hath begotten it, and 
its life is hid with Chriſt in God, and him alone it ſceks,jand ſuch 
have made a bleſſed choice,having forſ-ken the World for Chriſts 
fake, who is more to them than any viſible thing z ſure!y this is 
; the Lamb's Wife, who is Bone of his Bone, and Fleth of his Fleſh, 
| and for ſuch the Marriage-Chamber is prepared, and the fine 
| ? Lignen, 
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Finnen, and the Feaſt of fat things ; and theſe ſeek nothing more 
than theaſſurance of Heayen's Kingdom; and they {ee from day 
today that nothing will ſtand them in ſtead, but the very Seal cf 
Gods everlaſting lovez and this is Sroz, which is a:City at unity 
with its ſelf, and all her Children are known unto God, and 
one to another, in the one Spirit from whence their Life comes 
and although one Member may appear more eminent than ano- 
ther, becauſe of the ſervice its fitted for and called unto, yet 
the leaſt is felt and owned by the greateſt, and the greateſt by 
the leaſt; ſo that here is a heavenly Harmony in the Body, and 
pure oneneſs and agreement among the Members, ſinging ard 
making Melody in their Hearts unto the Lord, and ſuch have the 
Harps of God, being redeemed from the Earth, and they can 
fing the Song of _— and the Lamb; and this is the great and 
marvellous Work of God in theſe laſt dayes, who hath brought 
forth his People to Siom, where they haye Joy and Gladneſs of 
heart, and Sorrow and Sighing flies away ; and in a ſure place 
hath God ſet theſe redeemed Ones to feed; who deals his Bread: 
to their hungry Souls, and nouriſheth them in his preſence, from 
the reach of the Serpent, ſo that neither his Head nor Tayl can 
draw them out of their Habitations, and theſe are come into the 
Garden of Eder again, to eat of the Tree of Life, and of the- 
hidden Manns, and this is the unſpeakable love of God unto a 
poor loſt undone People, who were as dry Bones in the open 
Vallies, which the breathing Life and Spirit of God hath revived: 
and quickned, and ſo being one in Chriſt Jeſus, here is one Heart, 
one Mind and one Spirit,and by the Spirit are we all baptized into 
one Body, and made to drink all into one Spirit, and the Lord 
is known to be one, and his Name one; and here we can ſerve 
him with one Shoulder, and with one Conſent ; and if any ſhould 

rofeſs themſelves to be Members of this Body, and go from the 

fe and Spirit, whereby every true Member is kept freſh and 
living, and ſo are ready to ferve the Lord, and one another in 
their Generation, ſuch go into that which rends and divides 
and ſofrom the falſhood of the Adyerſary, in ſuch who have de- 
parted from the Lord, through Ages and Generations, hath the 
Apoſtacy entred, and thole divers Beaſts haye riſen very different 
in appearancz one to another, but in the ground all in the Ermity 
againft Gods appearance, and that which had Horns like a Lamb, 
yet ſpake as a Dragon;. and exerciſed the Power of the firit _— | 
Q - 
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'fo that here the Enemy began 2 > more ſubtilly ; and this 
has becn his manner, where he cannot lead ont into open Pro- 
phaneneſs, if he be not watcher againſt, will lead into a dead life- 
lets Profeſſion; and what if it cauſe Fire to come down from Hea- 
ven inthe ſight of men, and cauſeth them that bow to him, to 
make an lmage to the Beaſt ? and fo this isa likeneſs of the hea- 
venly Fire, bur is not thax which kindles the acceptable Sacrifice ; 
this is not that which cauſed the Prayers to aſc:nd as ſweet In- 
cenſe-up unto God, and here is danger of being conſumed. 

And ſo thoſe Beaſts with their Heads and Horns, have been 
permitted to have their Day, and to continne for a ſeaſon and 
time, which the Lord. will waſte and deſtroy, and take away 
their dominion; for the Antient of dayes is come, and his Call 
is gone forth, and many are come unto him, and he goeth before 
them, and gives his Judgment to them, whereby they become 
terrivle to their Adverſaries as an Army with Banners, {© that 
whatſoever ſhall yet be permitted to ariſe in oppoſition tohim, 
and his followers, they have the promiſe of overcoming z And 
therefore put on the whole Armour of Light, that all may be ficted 
for the Battle of the Lord, that we may not only eſcape one 
Snare, and fall intoanother, but that we may live, and alwayes 
overcome ; and let us preſs forward, not looking back to thoſe 
things we have left behind, but feel that mind which would 
cleave to the World, kept down in the Peath, ſo ſhall we 
eſcape out of the way of that ſpirit, which lies near this day, 
which leads into the Exceſs, and putting off the Service of Truth 
and grow careleſs of meeting together to ſeck the Lord, leſt any 
ſhould come ſhort of the Marriage-Supper of the Lamb, as ſome 
of Old, whoſe Hearts went after the Earth, who were ſotaken 
up with worldly concerns, that it was faid concerring themy 
Not one of theſe men ſhall taſte of my Supper. But let us ſtill be 
found in faithfulneſs unto the Lord, in one intire watchful ſtate, 
ſo ſhall we hold faſt our Souls beloved, and not let him go; and 
except we keep here, the beloved will ſoo be loſt, and a ſecret 
forrow will come over the Soul again, notwithſtanding the for- 
mer enjoyments of him. 

And fo, dear Friends, wait to feel the overſhadowings of him, 
that under his Wingsall may dwell, where the healing vertue is þ 
and wbat's wanting unto you, that's not yet done, he is ſufficient 
to reſtore all things, and to bind up your broken Heart, a 
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heal the ſickneſs ef your Souls, and tolead you into the Paths of 
Joy and Plcaſantneſs,, where: the Flocks of his Companivns 
feed together, and lie down at Noon : And therefore be incon- 
raged; you true Travellers, keep up your Breaſt-plate, and have 
on your Helmet, keep to the ſure Hope, and this will anchor 
your Souls in all Storms and Tempeſts, and raging Waves of the 
Adverſaries Temptations , which ariſe againſt your innocent 
Life, and ſo your Hearts are in the valiant power and dominion 
of kim who never fell. Oh! let my Father watch over all his 
Children, and renew their ſtrength, and ſupport and uphold 
them forever; ard fo you that are begotten again unto 2 lively 
Hope, who are of the off-ſpring of that- Seed, wnto whom the 
Lord never ſaid, Seck my Face in van; your hungry thirſty 
Souls he fills, and never ſends you empty away, therefore take to 
you the Shield of Faith, and wait yet for his appearance, to bear 
ou up over all your Afictions, and take the Sword of his Spirit, 
feel the Word of God to. dwell in you, and let your Hearts and 
Afﬀettions be gathered into the riches of it ; for we have a hea» 
venly Treafure. jn our earthen Vellels;. yea, the" riches of 'the 
Glory of the Myſtery, which hath beenhid from Ages and Ge- 
nerations, Chriſt within, the bope of Glory ,, and hereig is our ſuffi 
ciency, and hereby the fooliſh things of the World are made wiſe; 
and weak things made ſtrong, and baſe deſpiſed things hononr- 
able; ſo that .it may be ſaid this day, as it was in times paſt, Tou 
Bhat were not & People, are now the People of God, and therefore feel 
your Feet fhod with the preparation of-the Goſpel of Peace, by 
whichyou will be'able to tread upon Scorpions, and walk ow in 
the Way of Life, and grow more:and more into the Wiſdom of 
God (whoſe way is perfect) where there are Treaſures of Life; 
and in the Path'way thereof there:is no Death. And {o after all 
your Labours,, Trayels and: Tribalations'in this\World; - you 
ſhall lie dows in everlaſting Reſt: But: in-this world we meet 
with Tribulations, and the Lords Heritage is hated, and their 
Names caſt out as <vil, and--they meet with many obftruftions 
within and without; and this may yet be the portion of his faithful 
Ones; yet here is our Joy, the Lord hath bronght us thus far in 
our Journey, and we havehis Promiſe, That as we ave faithful to 
him, be will never leave-us, . nor ferſake us; and he hath often 
changed- the ftormy Winter into a pleaſant Spring; althongh 
Weeping hath becn fora Night,” yet Jdy hath: been in the- Worm - 
. WB» ' 
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ing, and thus we know the Lord hath reached to us in his ever. 
laſtirg Love, ard brought us near to. himſelf, where he ſets his 
tender People, as ina Garden of Spices, where he hath ſown 
his holy. Seed, and planted a noble Vine, which yields tender 
Grapes; and here Love is ſown, and it grows up ſweetly in the 
Habitations of the Faithful, which raiſeth their Souls more and 
more after the Lord, where they fee the beautiful Feet of him 
whom their Souls love, who comes to revive and refreſh the Soul, 
leaping upon the Mountains, and skipping upon the Hills,, who 
dwells amongſt them, and his Mercies are daily towards his Peo- 
ple, who ſees all their Mournings, and wipes away all the Tears 
rom their Eyes; ; 

And ſo you tender People, who retain your faithfulneſs to the 
Lord, who are brought into the Garden of your- beloved, from 
the ur.certain wayes of the, World, and qut of the Wilderneſs. of 
old: Adam, where you come to know the true anointing, "by 
which you come to be a royal Prieſthood, and a ho!y Nation, 
and this keeps ſweet and ſavoury in Life and Dottrine, and here- 
Þy you- have a diſcerning given yon of God over that which is 
contrary tothe pure Life, lo that I may well ſay, the anointing 
you have received of him avides in you,and you have no-need that 
any man teach you; but as the ſame Anointing teacheth 'you of ai - 
things, whieh is the Truth, and is no Lye. | pelo cls 

And fo, dear Friends, Ict your Lamps be filled with the : 
holy Oyl, that in this Trying Day you may have Light in your 


Habitations ; for the Lord is ſearching Feruſalemas with Candles, 


and diſtinguiſhing between Virgin and Virgin; and nothing will 
teafyure him but 2 ſweet ſayoury Life ;/ arid therefore yowthat are 
it9the Gazden of the Lord, labour whilft its called to dav, that 
you may eat the fruit of the good Land; and obtain Salvation and 
Strength; for here muſt be noIdlieneſs, if any doth the work of 
the l.o d negligently, the Curſe lies at his door, and the Field of 
ſuchwilt be overgrawn with Thornes, and the Hedge thereof will 
bebroken down, and ſich will be as th: flnggard of old; who was 
to be clothed with Raggs, and beg in Harveſt, and nothing ſhall 
be given them ;; and ſech as do not watch, their Shame will ap- 
pear: - Ard fo, as all work and labonr in the Lords Vineyard, 


they will he more ar.d more acquainted with his Migd and Will, | 
acd willgrow like Olive Braches, into the fatriefs and freſh Na- - 


tnareof the Vine, and the boſom of tie Father: wiH be'open- to ' 
reccive them from Cay to day; and here they retainthe Love and | 
F 
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Wine, and the favour of bis Oyntment than all the Ponders of the 
Adprebant. Se there is nothing like tothe enjoyment of the Lords 
Preſence; for ſurely its better-than all worldly Enjoyments ; for 
his Conntenance is comely, and the light thereof being lifted v 

upon his People, makes their Hearts mote glad than the Increate 
of Corn, Wineand Oyl. And fo, Jet all keep in the Light of 
this clear Goſpel-day, wherein as all abide and walk, they will 
ſes the reach of the Adverſary, and how far he can come; and how 
God hath kedged him out of the Habitations of his faithful Ones, 
where the Deſtroyer of the firſt born in the Land af «Ez ype, can- 
not come, whoſe Poſt-doors are fprinkled with the Blood of the 
Lamb, which is Chriſt, our .Paſſoyer, who loved us and gave him- 
ſelf for us; and -theſe-cannot mingle themſelves with the World, 
nor dare not learn their Wayes, nor enter into their corrupt 
Communications; and here the holy Seed remains within, and 
this keeps from being touched with the wicked One, and here our 
Societies will be-kept pureand undehiled, and we ſhall grow more 
and more in aſanCtified ſtate, and here is the great Bleſling of ſuch 
in whoſe :Heart the Seed of God takes place, and finds an honeſt 
Ground, -and fo takes Root downward, and brings forth Fruit 
upward,and:hbereby the Earth comes to be repleniſhed with Righ- 
teonſneſsz and fe ſhall we come to the blotting out of Sin, and 
to abide /in the New and Everlaſting Covenant of God, where 
Iaiquity is remembred no more : And this is cauſe of joy tothe 
true Worſhippers, that they may till travel on for in this Co- 
.yenant Perfection is attainable, and ſuch as run in this Way of 
Holinefs, though their Sins have been as Scarlet or Crimſon, they 
fhall be waſht away; for theBlood of Jeſs Chriſt is ſufficient for the 
Sins of the greateſt Sinners in the World, elſe what ſhould we do ? 
and what would become of us, whoſe Sins were gone over our 
Heads, and become a burden to us too heavy to bear, and were 
led many years into ſin, the Wagesof which is Death. Andſo, 
Chrift is manifeſted to deſtroy Sin, and through the deftruftion 
of Sin, the Death that comes over Mankind, comes to be aboliſh- 
ed, and Life and Immortality brought to light : Sohe is riſen to 
kill and make alive, to wound and heal, to cut off and plant again 
in anew way,out of Sin,in Righteouſneſs and Holineſs; and unto 
all ſuchas keep in Obedience to him, he is to them as a little San- 
Quary,who ts known this day to be a Saviour indeed, who ranſoms 


frem Death and redeems from the power of the Grave; and _ 
oo ef | they 
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Unity inthe ſpiritual-Mind, and can fay, His Love is better than 
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they are preſerved in Droughtand Farnine, and led to Fouttains 
of living Water, and they drink of the Brooks by the way, as 
in the beginning, and find Rivers opened 1n dry places, and ſo 
they feed in the low Vallies 3 and here Chriſt, the only Shepherd 
and Biltop of Souls, is exalted over all, and Self laid in the Duſt 
forever ;- for bis Kingdom is forever, and his Day is Everlaſting, 
ih whoſe Day Fiidab (tall be faved, and 1/ract fhall dwell fafely, 
whom God hath given the Heathex for his Inheritance, and the 
uttermoſt parrs of the Farth for bis Poſſeſſion, and abundance of 
Peace ſhall be in his day as long as the Sun and Moon endures, 
whole Day, and whole Minifration is more univerſal than the 
Miniſtration of the Law.and Prophets, who is the fulfiller of them, 
and the eolightner of every man that comes into the World; 
whoſe Light and Spirit is poured out upon his Sons and Daughters, 
Old and Young, Servants and Hand-maids, and all may comets 
poſſeſs their Gifts, 'and work in his Vineyard, -and the Light and 
Knowledge of his Glory iball ill the Earth as the- Waters cover 
the Sez, and joyful iris. ſerve andobey him; for they that ſerve 
kim ia Truth, .and with vpright Hearts; ſhall carry his Image 
with them, which is living [mage inthe Life of Innocency, -and 
his Love is freſh in tt.cm, - which keeps them in love one with ano- 
ther 3 but: ſuck 85 go into lniquity, the' Love-waxeth cold, - and 
bere-Death comes over them; ard Neath's Image they bear, who 
rides upon the-pale Horſes, ard Hell follows him. x 
- | Arid fo, you People of the Lord, enter into your Cloſets; -and- 
fue the Doors abaut /yau,- white the Indignation paſſeth over. 
for there-is a found of Wrath from the Lord God; ſearch and try 
your: ſelves, - let- no Spot remain in your Garments; - ſee your 
Hearts daily, how and with what they are aftefted, whether with 
theithings of: Heaven above; or the things here below; and ſo all 
Spotiwill be-waſht away, and your holy Garments will bepur9, 
and in your-fine Linaen, which - God hath put on you, you will 
ſand before him. 


Tour Friend a4 Brother in the Trath, 
RICHARD- SAMBLB.,. 
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An Epiſtle to terecd in Friends Meetings. 


. Dear and. mell buloved Friends ; 


TJ. Who-am: your: Brother. ard fellow- Travcller in the Work 
«+: and Service of God, . {akure you, wiſhing Pretervation: and 
+. Peace, in Righteouſneſs with God the Father, ard our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and your Increaſe in Grace and Life, and that all 
may faithfully walk w ich God, in the Light that comes froin him, 
1awhich is Preſervation from. day'to day,- thoogh Times: may bs 
dangerous ard perilous; and the Enemy '(theroaring Lyon) gos 
ing up and down, ſeeking whom he may devour, who's an Enc- 
myto God and his Creation, and ſceks to. overthrow his Work; 
and bring-that living Birth, which. is begotten of God,: thts 
Bondage; , which Enemy, in the Light is ſeen, as all abide there, 
and'wait daily to feel Gods everlaſting Power. to bring. Judgment 
. over him}; and as' Judgment is bronght over the: Devil, :the De- 
yourer-of. the living, ſo:the heavenly Joy:is known, 'aud the pure 
Peace of God which pafſeth Knowledge ; 'and as the Judgmentis 
{ct over that Spirit, {ſo his Dominion'and Power in man and wos 
man ceaſeth, -and Life comes forth into Light, and when the true 
raiſed begotten Life is brought: into the-Light, then is the Heart 
full of- Praifes, and Glory unto God;-'and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : 
But if the Life, which - once wasraiſed'in/you- be darkned, and 
you' do not feel the Jndgment daily toſtand over the Enemy, then 
here can be no true Joy, nor true Peace; . but a falſe created Peace; 
and Joy, and Satisfation, drawn into-the Comprehenſion, in 
which the qutward Man ſarisfies it ſelf withthe Earth, and lives 
inghe beggarly Elements; and fo the:Earth comes aver the Seed 
of Life, and Darkneſs overſbadows the Mind, and the Soul is in a 
ſeparation from the Lite of God, and bvried under, into-.the 
Duſt, where. the unclean unrighteous Spirit reigns over it, who 
poſlibly nay fteal'a Profeſſion ofathe 'Etuth, and it may be the 
words of 'Truth, to deceive the Creature withal, while he per- 
ſwades; the Creature concernigg, the Wellfare of his Soul, and 
many years Convintemert; F the while leads the Body into 
Inconveniencts, and now and then to 2*t ſuch things as difplcale 
God, and bring a weight of Darkneſs cer the fovl. Therefore, 
my dearly beloved in the Lord, -watch in the Light unto the 
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z cur {ouls way be preſerved; for its certain while Life remains 
11; the iGil, it Cally breathes unto the Lord ; and I know you, 
my Frienas,who are alive toGod,can bear me true witneſs,if at ary 
tine your terCer Hearts ard Souls are oppreſſed, and if a Cloud 
overi;adow y ov, lothet you cannot bekeld your beloved while 
Life lies thus oppreſicd and grieved, what ſecret Cryes are with- 
12 you unto the Lord God, who hears ard inwardcly anfwers your 
Groarings, ard terders your Cries, ard binds up your brcken 
Hearts? until which time and ſeaſon there is a litting down in 
forrow, ſaying, Where i my beleved gone ? and mourning-in ſecret 
in the deep Retiredneis of the Mind, which at laſt, to the great 
joy of the Oppreſled, the Lord tenderly 'appears, 47d gives the 
Cyl of Foy for Mourning, «rd the Garments of Gladneſs for the Spirit 
of Heaumeſs. 

So, all you Friends of God, and of his bleſſed Truth, be diligent 
inthe things pertaining to Everlaſting Life,and be rich in the Ble(- 
figs of Heavens Kingdom, for that will never fail nor come toan 
rd; but this World will end, and- daily palleth away, and its 
Glory fadeth like the Flower of the: Grafs,and when we are gone, 
ar.d have ſpent our. dayes, they will pever come over us more, 
neither ſhall we have: a beeing here again to paſs through them, 
but row is the tine, my deariFriends, . for us all.to be prepared for 
the World that 1s tocome; ard:truly, great-is the Love of our 
God untous; ſince we have been called, we have had a large time 
to prepare for the day, but 1-fee many are not ſodiligent in this 
great Work as they ought to be, and it is tobe feared, it will be 
with them as it was with the fooliſh Virgins, and with thoſe that 
were bidden to the great Supper, who were not ready when thc 
Table was ſpread end the Feaſt prepared, whoſe Portion you may 
confider of, the one was ſhut out from the Marriage Chamber, 'and 
the other did net _ of the Supper, whoſe end was 1n Eternal Sorrow. 
And truly, in a {weet Contideration; of the great goodneſs of 
Gcd, Icarnot bnt bleſs his worthy Name, whoſe puredrawipg 
Life hath united a Remnant uuto himſelf, who were as dry Bones 
in the open Valley, which the pure Breathing Life of God hath 
paiſed upon, ard entred into, which.do now live, and ſtagd uþ 
from thz dead, out of their Graves, and: are joyned together, + 
Bone to Bone, 'and they do not want' Marrow nor Fatnels, brt 
do enjoy that heavenly Moiſture, and they do flouriſh like ag Herb, 
and they are alive that were dcad, and inthe Light that were i 
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Darkneſs, and they doſeed, as Ko days of old, in the Mountair + 
of the height of 1/-acl, ard their Fold is inthe ſure Habitation, 
within the ſtrong Munition, where the poor innocent harmleſs 
Sheep now and then turn, in when they are weary, ard lic down 
together and reft ſweetly, out of the Storms and Tempelts, and 
are glad when they find this Foid; Clet the livingread | arid turn 
into the Fold, you traveliing Ones, and feel my Liſe, and let vs 
be refreſhed here: Oh! lerus eat and drink abundantly, O my 
Friends; for my Soul hath known many a ſtormy tine, and hath 
ſeen the grievous oppreſling Enemy, the evening Wolt, who bath 
ſought for my Life, from one Exercite to another, ard from one 
Temptation toanother,coth he follow the Redeemed otthe Lord, 


. todeftroy them from that holy Joy and Comfort they feel from 


the Fathers Preſence; but asa terder Shepherd he watcheth over 
his Flock night and day, ard never flumbers cor falls a fleep, but 
1s at hand todeliver his from the Mouth of the devouring Encmy : 
Oh! who will not fear him, and beready at iis Command, who 
thus keeps us, my dear Friends, when we cannot keep our lelves, 
oh! when he leads vs into Peace,and drives back this our Enemy ? 
let us then prize the Times of Refreſt:ment that come from his 
Preſence; let none be weary of waiting upon bim, nor flow to 
follow him, but all be willing and ready to run-when he draws, 
and follow on, to know him more and more; for to know his 
Ways is perfett Peace and Joy : Oh! had not the Loru'been near 
us, where bad webcen ? ot his ſtrerigth been revealed in our 
great ' weakneſs, bow great af Overthrow bad there been ? but 
through the great and bleſſed Revelation of Gods Power we are 
_—_ and preſerved, aud doremain frm through the Sertlings- 
of the Power of God upon the ſure Foundation, - where the Sha- 
kings that ſhake all other buildings,  anu breakall other Rocks in 
Pieces, cannot ſhake or amove this our Buildipg, nor break our 
Rock ; for our Rock is the Lord Jeſus; God hath prepared him, 
and laid in the mid{t of us, that every one may be ſurely built upon 
himz-and he is our God, and none is like unto him ; he is our Fa- 
ther, and we will be ſubjc&t to him ; he is our Malter, we will 
fear him; he is our Lord, and we will honour him; we arc the 
Clay, and he js our Potter, and he hath taken vs out of the greax 
Camp which isunhtied and deformed. And Friends, what were 
we until the Lord did form us, and make us Veſlels lit for his uſe 
and ſervice? Now blelled are thoſe Veſlels who are prepared 
unto Heyour, .the preſawing Power of God will kecpthem from 
þeing 
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being .calt away, and trodden = foot of men, and from being 
brok:n in Pieces, and they ſhall never come to Condemnation, 
Þuc {ball remain in the Houſe of God forever, and his Name ſhall 
be upon them, and they ſhall be Holy, ard the Lord will bleſs 
them, and-fill them with Glory, and make them honourable in 
his Houſe forever. But if any Veſſel be unclean in his holy Houſe, 
the day will come of breaking, and cutting off from the Houſe of 
the Lord, and caſting away and treading under Food forever,aud 
ſuch will be broken in pieces, and be rendred ufeleſs forever. 
Therefore, dear Friends, be zealous for the Glory of God in 
all things, and let that be chiefly in every ones Eye, and daily feel 
his Preſence i: all your Actions; and let none door act any thing 
atany time, out of Gods counſel, norenter into the ways of the 
World, nor follow them, nor learn their ways, as old 1/fracl 
learned the wayes of the Heathen, and their works, and ſo became 
worle than they were; but let all take heed of the World, that 
is accurſed, and the Earth that brings forth Bryars and Thornes, 
leſt the'Eye be blinded with the Glory thereof, and fo fall under, 
into the curſed Earth, as old Adam did, and fo bring the Curſe 
upon your ſelves, ard Gods Preſence with-draw from you, and 
go not with you by Seaor Land, but a!l cleave unto the Lord, 
and ſeek unto him, ſeeing time is ſhort, and paſleth ſwiftly away z 
and keep your ſelves in the Love of God, looking for the Pro- 
miſe of Eternal Life, in the precions indwelling Light, where 
the Boſom of true Love is enjoyed, which brings over the Mind 
and Heart affeions and Ceſires unto Chriſt, and engages every 
Soul unto Obedience day by day, and this will ſand tothe endy 
for this is with the Creature in ſecret, and exerciſes his Spirit 
when he isalone: And the Lord God thus renewing his Love 
unto the Soul, the quicknings thereof bring over the outward 
Man, into a trne ſanCtified ſtate. So here is adaily growth and 


enlargement unto God, and adaily ſeparation from the World; 


and here the Mind is redeemed from the Earth, and the -old 
Lovers are caſt away, aud a pure joyningto Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, 
who is the true Beloved, the Husband and the true Friend; and 
ſo his Life ſprings up in you all, and breaks through you, in all 
your Ations, the Lamb-like unſpotted Lifez 'and here 1s your 
Pity and your Mercy, which is better than Sacrifice, who do not 
crucifie the Lord in:the Streets nor in the Houſe, novin the Field ; 
but if any go out of theLight, & work, profeſs, & reaſon about the 


things of. God in the dark clouded ground and habitation, _ 
G 


God appears not in, neither is wth the Creature in any at of (in; 
or uncleannefs whatſaever, ail ſuch will be deceived; for they 
give away ther ſtrength to a treacherous Delilah, like Sampſos, 
and fo become' weak like othermen, though he' was able;! while 
his ſtrength was with-lim, to ſlay athpuſand with a Jay-bone of 
an Aſs: And fo, letall mind theſe things, l:f any inould looſe 
their Eyes, like Sampſon, when his ſtreagth was gone, and the 
Ptiliſtians make ſport unto them. . 

Friends, In the Love of Gad I. deſire and warn all to ve pon- 
derous, and let-us be Valiant for Gods holy. Truthz You know 
God hath bronght us out of the dark ſmful World, and out of 
Exypt ſpiritually ; for: we were rather Egyptians than Chriſtians 
in thaſe days ; - for the Egyptian Nature, and the Caine and 
Iſnmaelite were the-frft born inour Land, which God Almighty 
did [mite with the ſtroke of his high aud glorious Arm; who teac 
the deſtroying Angel betore him;to bring Death over the Eyyprian 
Nature, and tocalt put [ſhm.zel, the cunning Archer, and to waſte 
the Caine until he was conſumed; + and fo brought 1/rael in"o the 
Poſſeſſion of the Gentiles, to inhabir a Land flowing with Milk 
and Honey, which is a Land of Rivers and Screams ot Water, and 
Is. bleſſed from one Seaſon to another with the Dew of Heaven * 
Oh ! this is the Poſſcflion of the true 1/rael this day, which is 
ſealed unto all who are come out of-Egzypr into the Land of Pro- 
miſe, who though they are in the World, are not of the World, 
but their Converſation is in Hzaven, and do ferl the Life ſealed 
tothery, .in-the Covenant of Light, Chriſt:the Seed, nato whom 
all the. Promiſes of God are yea andamenunto :ternal Life. + 

Now, 'you'my-dear Friends, tor whom 1 am deeply concerned 
inmy.ſpirit; who-are the People for whom.l feel a travel in ms; 
who profels the everlaſting unſpotted Truth of God, a coming 
vpout of Egypt,” and the wonders of God in the deftruftion of the 
Exyptians, and your Souls deliverancetrom the Egyprian Bondage 3 
Jetnene bring an Egyptian alive into the Camp this days, Friends, 
I mean. the Egyptian Nature, filled with Ohſtrutians that will 
not iuffer your Souls to lie down in Peace with God, bat will draw 
back; again into.Egypr and Sodom,: where. Death comes over tiie 
Life, and Darkneſs between God and the Sonl ; for if any bring 
an-Egyptias with them into the-Camp, they will tall alufting by 
the-way,; andlapon-any Exerciſe, oriTryal,'or Temptation, wii) 
tarnigto Diſobedicncey: and fo provoketlie Lord, like old{ſracl, 


whovrought zdeceitful Heart with them out:of Ezypr in old time; , 
Which -- 


- 
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«which never was content nor ſatisffed in the Wilderneſs, but 


lopged tobe in Egype agaig, and faid unto Moſes, Did not we tell 
thee, when we were in X.gypt, Let ws alone, let w aye here by the 
Fleſh- Pots; Wky wilt thou carry us hence into the Wilderneſs? But 
you m2y confider, what became of them ; Did they not dye in 
the: Wilderneſs, and their Carkaſles fall by little and little, till 


they were all conſumed. 


So, Fricnds, you that are come outof the Bondage of Exypt, 
into the way of Lite and Salvation, which God hath made in the 
Wilderneſs, keep home ſtill in your Tents; for God that hath 
brought us torth,hath furniſhed us with hisBleſlings,& by the Way 
he hath given us Drink of the heavenly Bottle of his ſweet Wine, 
and Bread we have for our bunger,its nearer tons than the Manna 
was toold Iſrael; ard ſo you may eat anddrinkand be refreſhed. 
And Friends, bleſſed are you that are travellingon, the Lord hath 


ſaid, The Bottle of Wine ſhall not fail ; for the Grapes are always 


green ard freſh, the Vine .is with us that never decayes, its 


planted ia our Land, within our Habitations, and ye arebleſſed 


becauſe of him, and rained upon for his fake. And ſo, bleſſed 
are ycu ſenlible Ones, who feel the bleſſing of the Seed, that yield 


Fruit iv your Land 3 you that fillyour Houſes with the Treaſures 


of Heaven, dwell in the Seed the Lord God bath ſown in you 


.letit- grow up'in a!l, ſaith my Soul, till all come to inhabitin it, 


as the Birds of tie Airinthe Branches of the Grain of Muſtard- 
ſeed; ſoall will come to be. preſerved over the Devil, and our of 
all his Wayes, in the Light of the Lamb, and in his ſweet Life, 
which will be a Boſomof Love to you ; and as the heavenly Life 
of the Lamb comes up in all into Dominion, ſo the World, and 
all perithing things come under; and here is your Honour, and 
Beauty, and Glory, and here you ſhine in Glory as Stars, and 
Life through all preaches to the dead dark loſt World; in which 
Life I ſalute you all, that can read theſe Lines in the Love of God, 
and deſire by you to befelt and enjoyed, though far outwardly 
ſeparated from yp, that in it we may keep our unity and fellow. 
ſh'p forever, andthen the Devil, northe World, nor the Fleſh 

nor any Power or Armof Men or Angels, contrary to the Power 
and Arm of God, ſtallever break off or ſeparate us. Sothe Lord 


'God of Glory, who is able to keep you to the end, eſtabliſh you, 
andbuild you up in his own Power, that you may reign over Death, 


and Hell, and all Enemiesof your Bodies and Souls 3 Amen. 
Orford, the 20th of the . : 
8:h Moaeth, 1677, Tour loving Brother in the T1 ruth, R. SAMBLE. 
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A Warning to this Ewil Generation. 


7 N. the 22th of 'the 12th Moneth, 1679. as1 lay inmy Bed 
aA# inthe Morning, my Heart being under a Ceep Exerciſe, in 
aſence of the ſad and wofal ſtate and condition of the People of 
this Generation, . and how they remain in a rebellious ſtate againſt 
the-Lord, and hate to be reformed from their evil Wayes, it was 
opened to me by the Lord concerning the day of his Viſitation, 
how he affords to all People a time wherein they may return and 
live; 2nd it was opened to me on this wite, The People in the 
old World had a day of Viſitation, and God ſent his Spirit, and 
itdid ſtrive with them, to bring them unto himſelf,- out of their 
evil Wayes. So here was a day of Viſitation unto them, wherein 
they might be ſaved, but they rebelled againſt his Spirit, ard went 
is on in'their Ungodlineſs, and follow'd the thoughts of their evil 
Hearts, and minded not Gods Love in the day of his Mercy, till 
he was grieved to the very Heart, and repented that he had made 
man upon the Earth z #nd then he taok'his holy Spirit from them, 
and cloſed up the way of his Mercies and Favours from them, and 
ſo.ended their days in ſorrow, but God was clear of their Blood, 
tbey being viſited with the Spiritof Life, which-did -ftrive with 
them-to-reclaim their Hearts out of the hands of the Enemy of 
Sonls; who rules in them that difobey God y and ſo their Deſtra- 
Qion was of themſelves, and they periſhed in the day of Wrat! 
and Vengeance, becauſe of their ſtnbbornneſs - againſt the Re- 
proofs anditirrings of the Spirit of the Lord: And God fent 
Melkengers to Sodom, to reclaim them from their ungodly V Vays 
and Abominations, but they refuſed the terwers of Gods Love, 
and then the Lord brought a day of Deſtrution upon them, an 
with Fire and Brimſtone deſtroyed them ; brg they had a day of 
Viſitation, and there was a Righteous man among? them, as 1 
Witneſs for God, but his righteous Sonl was vexed from day to 
day with their Uagodly Dzeds; fo Goll was clearof them, inal 
muchas he uſed a means for their Recovery ont of sheir fins, an 
from their eyil Ways... And the Fevs had many Viftrations from 
God, ant he gave them his good Fpiritto inftrat them, but they 
alſo rebelled again it ; -and asthere was many Reveliiouzamon” 
LAs 


them againſt God and his Law, ſo there were mafy Deſtructions, 
ſometimes PLeygues and Peftilence, and lometimes Fire and Sword, 
which made them few in number many times,yet before the day of 
DeltruRtion, they had (till a day of Vilitation,and they being ſtub- 
born & rebe!lious, were ſo much the more viſited with the ltroke of 
Gods furious hand, although they thought to cover themlelres 
with many Prayers, and many Sacrifices and ſinful VVorſhips, yet 
{> much the more did their Sorrows 1ncreale in the end of their 
Viſitation, inlomuch thet the Prophet ſaid, The Puniflunents of the 
Iniquity of my People ts greater than the Puniſhaens of the Sin of 
Sodom, which periſhed in a Moment. Aud Jonah was {ent with a 
Meſſage from God to N:invehy and this was Gods Loye to them, 
and they received the Lords Vilitation, and repented and were 
ſpared; and therefore ſaid Chriſt to-the Jews, Thas the men of 
Ninivebh ſbould y:ſe wp againft them tn judgment, and condemn them. 
So here Chritt condemned thoſe that did not repent.So here was 2 
day of Viſitation before the Lord would quite give up the Chil- 
dren of men to Deſtruction iy all Azes; .and their neglecting the 
Day of their Viſitation, was che caule of their Deſtruction : And 
now in this Age of the World, the Lord hath vifeed the Chilgren 
of men, and ſent down his Spirit from on high, which is the 
faithful and true Witneſs againſt the Sias of this Age-in every 
Heart of Man and Woman, whick ſtrives againſt the Lvilof their 


Hearts, to reclaim them from their linful Wayes, and Gad 


would have gathered the People of this Generation as a Hen ga- 
thers her Chickens under her Wings, and would hare planted 
them ir, kis Everlaſting Truth, and giren them a Name ,and a 
Habitat#a in his everlaſting Kingdom, which is durable, and 
never will decay ; andGod would kave put his Law in their hearts 
and. his Spirit in their inward parts, and have brought thern.into 
his own Covenant, and ts be related unto himſelf, throogh his 
Son Chriſt Jefus, and ſo bea choſen Generation ; and he would 
have redecincd chem out of the Sins of this Age; and God did 
ſend forth his texder Viſitation untothem, when ſin did not alto- 
gether ſo much avound in the Nation, as it doth this day z but 
they have refuſed to return, and have not repented, nor lets their 
evil Ways; and they are gone further from the Lord, and are 
greater Encmics unto him than before; and they have trampled 
under their feet the tenders of my Love, ſaith my God z and they 
have made themlelyes merry over the Witneſs; and behold, they 


haye ſet at nought the ipyearence of his dear Son, whole Light 
2 


from 


from Heaven ſhines in their =, and they gclight inlying' 
Vanities, and forſake their own Mercies; and they ſwell in Pride, 
Whoredom, Drunkenneſs and Swearing, theſe be ſonie of the 
great crying Sins of this Age; and God hath» ſeen the Wicked- 
neſs which in ſecret is daily aCted in this Nation, as wel! as theſe 
things which are done in publick ; for the People of this Age are 
not aſhamed, neither do they bluſh, although in the exerciſe of 
thofe groſs Evils, which exceed as the Sins of Sodom; and they 
have ſpent vpon their Luſts the Bleſſings which God hath ſent up« 
on them; who hath not with-held his hand, but it hath been 
open in ſhowering down Rain from Heaven, and fruitful Seaſons z 
And how hath Drunkenneſs abounded, which is a horrible fin ? 
And will net the Lord viſit that ſociety ? Was not Wo pronoun- 
ced againft the Drunkards of Ephram, and the Crown of Pride ? 
Did Swearing cauſe the Land to mourn in the days of old ? And 
is it not ſo in our day ? VVas Heaven ard Earth called to bear 
witneſs againſt that Age and Generation in the Prophets time ? 
And may not we ſay the ſame ? Hath not God given Life, Breath 
and Beeing to the People of this Generation? Hath he not ' 
nour Jed them,and brought them up ?. yet they have rebclled,and 
continue in their Rebellion againſt him?” How doth the, Aged- 
bear the burden of the Sins of their Yonth? Do the Aged lay 
this to Heart ? Do they conſider their end ſo near approaching ? 
Do they indeed know that ncthing but the New-birth, which is 
of the Incorruptible Seed, ſhall enter -into Gods Kingdem? Doth. 
the Young man conſider, that his dayes are in the Lords hands, 
and his Breath is from him? Voth he indeed know, that though 
he ſport himſelf, and cheer his Neart in VVickedneſs, that God 
will bring him to Judgment ? Doth the Drunkard, Swearer and 
Whoremonger know that none ſuch ſhall enter the Kingdom of 
God? Doth the Proud Perſon confider, that God will abaſe all 
fuch ? * Doth he not know, that the Dcvil is King of a!l the Chil- 
drenof Pride? And indeed conſidering the jiſt way of Gcd, 
both in viſiting Nations with his Love, and bearing long with the 
Sons of Men, as he is a Merciful God ; and then in the day of bis 
Anger, how he hath gone forth as a man of War, and aſſ:mbled 
the People tobring his eternal Dread over the Nations. At the 
appearance of this, and inthe ſence of this, my Heart hath fome- 
times even failed within me, my Soul hath cricd unts tlie Lord 
God for the Exerciſe of his long forbearance, as he is a God flow 
to Anger,” andabundantin Mercy and Fruth ; and under Geep 
| AilCtion- 
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AfﬀiQtior. and Travels hath my $;.irit been for many days, for the 
Land of my Nativity z ard this hath been a continual Cry with- 
in me for many dayes, O Lord, how ſhall I be eaſed? and nhat muſt 
I do? Lord, will the days of many be ſhartned? IWill they fin out 
their days? Will they yun out their Race in that wy which leads to De- 
firuftion? Oi! ſhall it come thus tepaſs, asin the days of old, when 
thy Viſitation was ſhut up from liracl;, when thow wouldft hear 10 
Rrayers that were made for them, when thou wouldſt not be found of 
them? Oh! ſhall the Dayof Calamity come wpon this Generation ? 
Shall the Enemy ceme in? Shall the Deſtroyer enter into this Land ? 
Shall they t ake the Young Men to Grind ? Shall the Children fall under 
the Wood? Shall it be as when they Raviſhed the FVomen in Sion, and 
the Maids in the Streets of Jeruſalem? Now the living Lord God 
that made Heaven and Earth, hath born long with this Rebellious 
People, and hath paſſed to and fro this Lznd from Year to Year, 
and he ſees the Wickednels of the Inhabitants, and how they grow 
worſe ard worſe, and more Wicked and Vile from time totime, 
therefore wil! he briug that to paſs which he determines ; for the 
Day haſtexs upon mapy, that Joy ſhall be -raken from them, and 
thoſ: things wherein they delight themſelves fhall not prove 
Peace and Satisfaftion to them; but a Day of Bitterneſs and 
Calamity, yea, a Day of Wondering and Amazement, a Day of 
pouring eut Vials of Wrath from the moſt High, a Day of Bow- 
ing down and laying Low the Proud and Lofty, and thus the 
Lord is pntting, -and will yet put the Cup of Trembling into the 
barids of the Ungodly, and they: muſt drink it, even/the very 
Dregs of it, - and none ſhall be able to ſtand, but who are built 
upon the Rock, Chriſt the Power of God, who are born of him, 
2rd ſo arc brought out of the World, and are in a ſpiritual nnity 
and fellowſhip. with him ip his pure Light, and ſo are redeemed 
from the Earth, ard come from under the Curſe, and are paſſed 
from Death to Life, Theſe fhall be preſerved unto God over all 
the Plagues and Judgments which hang over this Nation; -for the 
{ame Eternal God, (as 1 ſaid before) who gives to the Children 
of men a Vilitation of his Love, to invite them to himſelf, hath 
been large in his Love and Mercy to this Generation ;. but in as 
wuch 2s they hate to be reformed thereby, therefore will be plead 
with them in his Furry: Oh! what Tokens hath there been of 
the Notzble Day cf the Lord ? What hath been prophecied of, 
bt hath in ſome meaſure been fulfilled in this Generation ? Hath 
there not becn Signs in the Fearens above, and in the _=_ be- 

on, , 
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Jow ?, And even hath not Nation been againit Natien, and 
Kingdom z2gainſt Kingdem ? Is not Frother ready to deſtroy 

Brother to Death ? the Father, the Son, ard the Son, the Father 2? 
Is not Falſhood and Trcachery very prevailent amorgit the Peo- 
ple of this Age? Ard how ready are they to forgctthe Lord, 
notwithſtanding all his Indignations, both in his Mercies and 
Judgments? Surely the day 1s near, 1ts even at the Door, its 
ready to break forth: Oh! my Heatt hath of been very heavy, 
my Soul been full of deep Travails, in a fence of the Wo and 
Miſery which is haſtening upon the Wicked, And if the Righteens 
ſearcely ſhall be ſaved, where fhall the Vigoaly and Sinner appear ? 
Oh! haliten by Repentarce, to mect the Lord,all ye Hard: hearted, 
all ye Stift-neckcd and Provd Pcople,whoare lifted up and exalted 
in Pride above the pure Witneſs of God in your Hearts : Come 
down, Come down from your Mountains, into the low Vallies 
of deep Humility before the Etergal God: Oh ! let his Fear 
and Dread be upon you; for the time of the End is near, the 
Judgment-day is at hand; a Day of Sorrow and Diftreſs, of 
Anguiſh and Tribulation from the holy Lord God is baſtening 
upan all the Wicked; Weeping, Wailing and Gaoaſhing of 
Teeth, when the Cry will go forth, Depart ye Workers of Ingquity, 
(Go ye Curſed into Everlaſting Fire: Oh! what fill i Co for the 
Inhabitants of this Land? Oh ! mv Soul ſhai/ mourn in ſecret, 
asoft-times it hath done, for the People of the Land of my Na- 
tivity : I will cry unto my God for the lengthening out of their 
Day of Viſitation, according to his long torbearance, as hes n 

God of tender Mercies and hearing : Shall my Sonl find a place 
is bis Preſence, as he hath laid a neceflity upon meto cry upand 
down this Nation concerning his Determinatiou, Ok! the Day, 
the Day that is mear to come, of rending down and trampling apon the 

Ungealy, who work_ with the Wicked Ons, and not with God: Oh! 
the Lord # Angry, the Lord is Angry, 1 am made to proclaim it, 

Neceſſity upon me, a Neceſſity is upon me; the Stroke of the Fury 

of the Lord will find out many who ſeem to be at caſe, who are lying 

dewn in their Polintions, 4s if they were never to be accountable for thesr 
Doings: Ariſe, Ariſe, haſten and come forth out of this great black, 

and dark Body of Unrighteenſneſs, where Babylon's Wickeaneſs 

abounds, who 55 become a Habitation of Devils, a Cage of every foul 

Spirit, and of every unclean and bateful Bird; and come to the Lord 

God, whoſe bely Witneſs leads out of the Wickedneſs of the World; 
1t:6 phre Way, the Path of the Righteons, ſhining more and _—— 
the 


the ptrfeft Day; "its ſet up by the Gord God to ſhew loſt man bu preſent 
loft and nndone ftate, to all that believe mit, it brings them vo Gods 
its in all Hearts : And this is the Viſitation of Gods Love to this 
Age, as unto ether Ages. ens 

So having done the Will of God,in anſwering what herequired 
ia this matter, 1 reſt, deſiring the Return of all the Children of 
men, eut of theſe Evils and Abominations, whereby he 1s greatly 
diſpleaſed, and is angry, and Fury is come upin his face, for 
which he will ſtretch forth his hand with a mighty Stroke, to 8xz 
ecutehis fierce Wrath upon the Ungodly World. 


RICHARD SAMBLE.. 
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An Epiſtle to Friends of Cornwall. 


Dear Friends ; 
] Send this Salutation, as tkough it were my laſt unto you, 


q_ 


wherein | take my leave of you in ths Lord Jeſns Chrilt, 

deſiring you may all obey the Truth, and live and dye igit : 
Ard the many ſweet and heavenly Opportunities which my Soul 
4athhad with you, is freſh ja my Remembrance. And now dear 
Hearrs, my Body grows very weak, but my Soul is ſtrong inthe 
Lord, who hath greatly renewed the laſting Seal of his Love unto 
wy $041 this Morning : - Oh! how could | ſleep when my Heart 
was ſo awakened into the bleſſed ſence of my Acquaintance with 
the Lord, which ſonaded through my Habitation, that my Name 
thould not be blotted out of the Book of Life, and of the holy 
Cit;, the heavenly Jerxſalezm, whoſc Foundation is full of pre- 
cious Stones, the River of Water of Litc flows, where the Gates 
are not ſhut at all by Day, neither is any Night there z Which 
when my Soul heard, my Heart was diſſolved azd broke within 
me, anc my Head was, 2s it were, turncd into Waters, and mine 
Eyes guſhed out with Tears in the Confaderation of the endleſs 
Love of God to fuch a poor Creature as l. 

Ar. row, my dear Friends, who are truly near me in the Lord, 
yon kr.ow the time of our firlt xrowledge ard acquaintance, - 
v-lach was auume of Love, ard te this Cay wy Heart is filled with +, 

the - 


the ſame towards you, though [ am like, a3 to the eutward, to 
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fee your Faces no more. O Friends !. be rot enſnared; ror ertan- 
gled with things of this. World, nor Ict! your Mirds.go out of 
Truth, and ſo loſe the Everlaſting tay and ſuppert of yayr ſouls 
in the laſt day, but rather let go all, and hold taſt the Truth, and 
keep your Hearts from beirg over-run with the Worlds Spirit; 
and ſo will the Spirit of Truth ſpring up in you, as a Well to 
refreſh your Souls. Ard all yeu whoſe Heartsare truly Tender 
to the Lord, whoſe Tryals ard Exerciſes are not a few, be not 
daunted nor diſcovraged, altho? the Enemy may feck to frighten 
you with many Temptations, and would leck to lead you out of 
Fellowſhip with ycur dying day, which Exerciſe my Soul hath 
fometimes palt urder but bleſſed be the Le1d forever, the Enemy 
Is found aLyar; tor the Lord has been pleaſed to make this ſick 
Bed unto me better than a Kings Palace,” ard I have great fellow- 
ſhip with my laſt day, nd do rejoyce in the Lord, who doth ſo 
ſweetly vilit me with the glorious Ligktof his Countenance; its 
with meas with one who has travelled many weary Journeys, and 
at laſt hath come to the ſight of his delired End, which when he 
ſees greatly rejoyces in a ſence of a further ſatisfaftion, which he 
ſhall after enjoy ; - even to it is with me, -who have miſt. no Op- 

ortunity where | ſaw Lite*s way clear open before-me, but have 
(ct ready night and day to dothe Will and anſwer the Requi- 
ringsof the Lord, and to run as one in a Race, knowing my 
Time, that its but hort, and blefled be the Lord 1 have great 
Peace and Satisfattion in this-my weak and low Condition, and 
fatished, ſeeing my lot was rot ar this time amongſtyou, that it 
is herc in this place, and I kope it will be well whether 1 live or 
dye. | . 

Tad ſo, my-dear ard well-beloved Fricnds, dwell in Love one 
with another, walking inthe uuſpotted Life, ſo ſhall you grow 
vp as pleaſant Plants in the Garden of the Lord, and the Dew of 
Life will more ard moredeſcerd vpon you, ard this you will feel 
From day todsy; and then when you ſhall come to your latter 
end, your Reward will be ſurewith the Lord. I have much in 
my - Heart towards yev, but my ſtrength fails, only this | delire 
of -- n, ſeeing 1am like to leave my Wiſe and tender Babes with 
y=.Z0yhom i krow rot whether ever I ſhall ſee more) great is 
my:Love ard ter der Reſpefts to them, for we have lived from 


tbe beginning 2s two joyred together by the Lord, which gives 
+ ViRtory over the World, believing that when | am gone, the care 
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of oy Got will >2 overthem ; aad [ kave Deen a tender Father te 
them, and they have been-to m2 very tender Children, and my 
Wife tnath-bezh ta m2 as Bane of my Bone, and Fleh of my Fleſh 
y=t 1 mull leave both her a1d then unto the Lord 3 and this I 
would leave with you, my dear Brethren and Sifters, who have 
known me from the beginninz, that you eſteem of her, when [ 
2:12 $99e, as one that was Wife to him who was made willingin his 
day.to ſpend and be ſpent for Gods Truth and Churches ſake; and 
I deſire you in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that my dear Wife might 
mect with no'diſcouragem2nts from yo1, *Bfhe is a Woman of a 
tender ſpirit, and then you wiil be Encouragers of her. I know 
when this comes to your hands there will be no want of ſorrow, 
but I truſt in my God, that both my.dear Wife and You will be fo 
endyed with the Power and Preſence of the Lord, that if you 
ſhould hear of my going hence, that you will conclude, as becomey 
true Chriſtians, That you muſt come to me,and that I cannot come to yog. 
And ſo, my dear Friends,in the 9pening free Love of God, which 
this Moraing my Soul is viſited withal, do [ dearly falute you, de- 
firing the Lord may bea Husband to my dear Wite, and a Father 
to my Children, and you Friends to both. -- And whereas I hare 
never been-wanting in my Labours and Service forthe Glory of | 
the Lord, and your good, when with you,and if the Lord be pleaſe 
ed yet to lengthen my days, I truſt I ſhall be as ready and as willing _, © 
as eyer [ haye been, ſo ſhall conclude in a ſweet and living ſence...” 
of that Love which will never dye, my Wifes dear Huſband, and © 7 
Childrens tender Father, and your own dear Friend and Brother it 
the Immortal Seed of Life; where we are nearly and dearly related 1 > 


one to another, | 
RICHARD SAMBLE, 
Poole, the 1/t, of the 4% "HU 
1/t. Mon. 1680. 


